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Uninvited Immigrants. Police acting more like soldiers, wearing armor and    

carrying heavier weapons. A political leader who some loved, others reviled. 

Government who some felt was oppressive and others felt freed them. An      

uncertain economy. Increased violence on neighborhood streets. Weird religious 

“fringe groups.” 

While these may seem to be today’s headlines, I mean to describe the social 

environment of the New Testament.  

Frequently I hear that because the bible comes from an ancient time, it is irrele-

vant. Because it is from an ancient culture, it does not apply to our modern so-

ciety. Because it comes from such a different world view, it is incomprehensible. 

But the writers knew social realities similar to ours. Not the same: the groups 

had different names, different goals, different values. But they knew worry and 

fear, observed the effects of institutionalized hatred and prejudice, knew confu-

sion in changing times. 

They also knew hope. Within the events of their day, they saw evidence of God 

at work. God’s power, they testified, is greater than politics or militaries or eco-

nomics or hatred. Love, grace, mercy: these are stories of God’s people because 

God has been – and is – among us. 

As we prepare for Christmas, that holiday celebrating God with us in human 

form (Immanuel Incarnate!), come hear stories that challenge us to increase 

our faith, stories that speak to troubles, stories of hope affirming God is near. 

Welcome to Advent. 

Advent Stories 



The Good News Page  2 

FROM NAYNA BYERS, YOUR MODERATOR: 
 
At the Congregational meeting on October 30, 2016, we discussed status of the search process for a 
settled pastor, actions taken since Pastor Bob von Trebra left to prepare us to begin the search, and 
a timeline to call a Pastoral Search Team.  Since many of you were unable to attend the meeting, 
below are the activities reviewed: 
 

 The Leadership Council and Transition Team, working with Interim Pastor Thom Bower, 
have spent the last year completing important tasks preparing for the search. 

 At the September gathering, we reviewed all of the activities that have been completed 
to prepare the way.  Quarterly gatherings, potlucks, preparing other activities detailed at 
the 9/11 gathering and summarized and sent to you all with the invite to the 10/30 Con-
gregational meeting. 

 Many of you are concerned that all of this is taking too long.  We hear you, we are anx-
ious to get on with it!  But, it is important that we build a strong foundation for the work 
ahead.  Let's give ourselves a break (and a pat on the back) and remember that we are a 
small church and the work that gets done is done by limited resources that are all volun-
teers.  So, please be patient.  We are getting there. 

 As relates to how long the search process will take......the conference suggests that, as a 
rule of thumb, you should allow one month for each year the previous pastor was with 
the church.  Since Bob was here almost 20 years, that would be 20 months.  In reality, 
they tell us that the search process can take 2-2 1/2 years.  We are on target, if not 
ahead.  Be assured that once the Pastoral Search Team is formed, and with your coop-
eration and support, that team will work as quickly, deliberately, and conscientiously as 
possible. 

 Here is where we are now.  At the October Council meeting, we spent a good part of the 
meeting learning about and discussing the association information of how to form a good 
Pastoral Search Committee.  We reviewed the actions to be taken to select that commit-
tee, diversity considerations (ie; gender, age, etc.), skills required, number of people on 
the team, and the process as a whole.  We decided on a timeline for prayerfully calling 
the Pastoral Search Team which should culminate in presenting the recommended candi-
dates for vote at the January 2017 annual meeting.  An important part of all of this was 
passing the bylaws change at the October 30 Congregational Meeting.  That change 
specifies a more flexible plan for determining a diverse group of candidates and enables 
us to call a smaller team, in line with a smaller congregation. 

 Our new Acting Association minister has agreed to come to us to train our newly formed 
Pastoral Search Team as soon as possible thereafter. 

 We ask that you be patient and supportive, in fact we know that you will be, because you 
love this church.  Aleta Belletete used to call us the "little church that could", an apt de-
scription.  We are confident that the path that we have taken this past year has prepared 
us for this important task, finding a new settled pastor. 

 Please join in thanking the current Leadership Council, the Transition Team, and Pastor 
Thom Bower for their hard work and accomplishments this past year in preparing the 
way for our Pastoral Search Team.  Thank all of you as well for participating with us in 
that work in progress. 
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Happy Birthday     (click here for birthday wishes) 

Garrett Schwartz 12/3 
David Woods  12/3 
Olivia Servello 12/8 
Jill von Trebra 12/14  
Mary Ellis  12/18 
Maria Korber  12/18 

Ryan Brown  12/20 
Robert Owen  12/23 
Keely Ann Hegner 12/24 
Laura Richel  12/24 
Chris Korber  12/25 
 

Morgan Mills  1/19 
Marjie Snyder 1/27 

Evan Stanley  1/28 
Glenda Weaver 1/29 

Carol Kruse  1/30 
George Haigh 1/31 

Happy Anniversary  

Bill and Dee Wallace     12/9 
Bob and Patti Haigh      12/14 
Bill Ressl and Penny Taylor    12/23 
Mark and Kathy Richel     12/26 

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Jerry Cihak 
Gladys Clendenin 

Marvin Davis 
Jean Dawe 

Jamie Hankus 
Chuck Helms 

Chuck Holloway 
Judy Holloway 

Mike Kelly 
Jane Kuhn 

Barbara Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  

Hazel Mulcahy 
Jeanne Pierson  

Marion Randolph 
Beth Smidt  

Dee Wallace 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


Mark Your Calendars 
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DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR THE HOLIDAYS will take place Sunday, 
November 27th after worship.  We will begin with a soup luncheon and then 
go back upstairs and decorate the church.  We will need help putting the tree 
up on Saturday, November 26th beginning at 9:00. 

Annual Reports are due 1/15/17 from all committees. 

Join the Lakeside Singers for Chicago’s happiest holiday concert,  
Let There Be Peace. 

 Mike Molloy, our Choir Director, is a member of The Lakeside Sing-
ers.  They will present one of Chicagoland’s most joyful holiday music tradi-
tions. Classical in the first half / contemporary in the second half. Each per-
formance explores the broadest range of vocal styles that you will hear in 
one concert - anywhere. 
  
The concert will be held on Saturday, December 17, 2016 – 7:30 PM 
at Wentz Concert Hall, North Central College, 171 E. Chicago Ave-
nue, Naperville. Tickets are $35 (adults) or $25 (seniors).  Several of us 
having been attending The Lakeside Singers concerts and they are very  
enjoyable.  

   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at 
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian 
Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Gene Martin.  

 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 6678 S. Joliet Rd. in Indian 

Head Park at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 3. They will also 

meet Saturday, January 7. All boomers and their friends are invited. 
Contact Judy Birmingham for more information. 
 

Craft Sunday: December 18th—After our brunch, join Rosemary to learn the art of 

bow making—just in time to adorn your gifts! 

LABYRINTH WALK—Saturday, Dec. 10 at 4:00. Take time off from the busy 
holiday season for a peaceful, meditative walk. 

http://www.lakesidesingers.com
http://www.lakesidesingers.com
https://northcentralcollege.edu/home
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
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Date Focus Scriptures 

“Sermon” 

Additional Notes 

27 Nov 

Advent 1 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Matthew 24:36-44 

“Surprise!” 

We set the themes of expectation and dis-
covery that will shape the Advent season. 
After Worship join us for a soup lunch to 
begin our Hanging of the Greens Party! 

3 Dec 

Advent 2 

Communion 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Matthew 3:1-12 

“Change?!” 

We will explore the symbols of the sanctu-
ary. This is a communion service—all are 
welcome! 

11 Dec 

Advent 3 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

“What did you expect?” 

We offer prayers for those who travel. 

18 Dec 

Advent 4 

Pageant Sun-
day 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Luke 2 (and a bunch more) 

“A Traditionally Untraditional  

Pageant” 

This is our pageant Sunday! Come early to 
be select a role as we enact the Nativity 
story. Stay afterwards for brunch—we’re 
expecting a visit from Santa Claus! 

Saturday 24 
Dec 

Christmas Eve 

“A Service of Lessons and Carols” We will hear the scriptures read and sing 
familiar Christmas hymns. The service con-
cludes in the glow of candlelight and sing-
ing Silent Night. 

25 Dec 

Christmas 
Morning 

No choir 

John 1:1-14 Come as you are – jeans & a sweatshirt, 
pajamas & bathrobe. Informal worship, 
singing familiar songs. 

1 January 
Christmas 1 / 
New year’s 
Communion 
No Choir 

Rev. Dave Inglis, Guest Preacher 

(see his bio below) 

Welcome 2017 with communion. 

8 Jan 

Epiphany Sun-
day 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

The magi arrive, and light is spread to the 
world. 

Rev. Dave Inglis has served as Associate Minister of the First Congregational Church of Crystal Lake, 
and the First Congregational Church of Western Springs. He received his Master of Divinity from The 
Chicago Theological Seminary in Chicago. Ministry is Dave’s second career: he worked for Wells 
Fargo before answering the call to ministry and applying to seminary. He is a graduate of Chicago 
Theological Seminary. Dave has a real passion for ministry with youth. He has led many camps and 
retreats at La Forêt in Colorado, as well as our own Pilgrim Park and Tower Hill Camps. His experi-
ence in ministry extends from Sunday School leadership, youth groups, and confirmation classes to 
adult Bible study, pastoral care, and worship. He plays the guitar, and enjoys the outdoors, reading, 
and movies. Dave’s wife Felicia, sons Zach and Nathan, and dog Maggie, bring him the most joy. 
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    News from The Pews 

Lyonsville has been working to be "green", being the church by protecting our environment. 
One of those efforts includes eliminating the use of styrofoam products. If any of you purchase dis-
posable plates, bowls, cups or containers for the church for luncheons, potlucks or coffee hour, 
please avoid styrofoam. We can use plastic silverware, but when we can, using and washing the 
regular silverware is suggested. Thank you all in this effort. 

The church’s Slate of Officers and Boards for 2017 can be viewed on our website—under the 
About Us tab. If you would like a paper copy, just let the church office know, and we’d be happy to 
send you one. It will also be available in the Annual Report, which will be released in January. Note 
there are still some empty spots if you would like to get involved. 

Update on CROP Walk - The 33rd Annual CROP Walk was a huge success.  To date, $18,006.95 
has been collected, of which $1,600 was donated by the the 7-member Lyonsville team.  The Lyons-
ville food pantry will receive a portion of the funds from CWS that are given to local food pantries. 

 
 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS ORDER FORM 
 

 You may place your order for flowers during fellowship time on Sunday,  December 5,   
December 12 and December 19. You will be able to take your plant home after service on   
Christmas Eve - your name will be on your plant(s) to ensure that everyone receives what they 
ordered.  Your completed order form (and check or cash) should be given to  Judy Birmingham.  
Thank you. 

 

 

 COLOR (red/white/

pink) 

PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL AMT. 

POINSETTIA 

(6 1/2”) 

  $13.50     

NAME: 

TOTAL PAID: 

https://lyonsvillechurch.org/about/officers-and-boards/


 The Good News   Page 7 

Thank you to all of our volunteers for your loving and giving spirit for 
the Greater Chicago Food Depository. On September 24th our vol-
unteers, Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Kathy Richel, Marianne John-
son, Mary Ann Lieberman, Cindi Fiandaca and Laurie Tsukuno sorted 
and packed 10,200 pounds of potatoes. On Saturday October 16th, 
Cindi Fiandaca and Laurie Tsukuno sorted apples. And on Saturday, 
October 22, Karen Oberg, Mary Ann Lieberman, Kathleen Drennan, 
Kay and Laurie Tsukuno stapled GCFD literature on to 1,800 paper 
grocery bags to promote their next canned food drive. In addition to 
helping the GCFD, their volunteer work hours were converted into 
food credits for San Lucas UCC, St Johns UCC and Benton Community 
House food pantries.  

Thank you to the following people who helped make the Raffle Tables a huge success: Judy 
Holloway and Jane Morrow (for putting baskets together), Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Abby 
Holloway, Maddy Holloway, and their friend Cassie Cranshaw, and Barbara and Byron Loehman 
(for selling raffle tickets), and to Chase Bashor, Abby, Maddy and Cassie for their help in distrib-
uting the items to the winners. We raised a total of $1,732 on the three raffles. A special thank 
you to the Village of Bedford Park for their donation of a 43" smart television.  The t.v. was won 
by Jan Peters and Jane Kuhn won the 50/50 cash raffle. A special thank you to everyone who 
donated an item or put together a gift basket. We also want to thank the following local busi-
nesses for their donation to our raffle: the LaGrange Theatre and Willow Hills Restaurant. 

Thank you to all who provided food or money to help put together the Turkey Dinners for our 
food pantry guests. Your support of this mission is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all who participated in our wonderful Harvest Home   
Dinner. Responsibilities and jobs are too numerous to itemize. Everything from the beginning 
of printing flyers and tickets to the final clean up. So much happens with so much help, enthusi-
asm, and cooperation. All leading to another memorable event. Adding to our almost 175 years 
as a testimony to our future. Thank you to all for doing a wonderful job at whatever task was 
before you. Special thanks to: 
 Maria and Chris Korber for their continued devotion and dedication to the event. 
 Our kitchen crew: Chris Korber, Laura and Bruce Cady.  

 Marion Randolph for telephoning reminders to people in the community.  
 Marvin Davis for all the behind-the-scenes work.  
 

Thank you to all for a joyous evening of fellowship. 
  Shalom 
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News From Your Mission Board 

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just 45 minutes. It is on Sundays from 
11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two people there to help assist our guests/
visitors during this time. You just need to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration 
dates, and help bag food. Please contact Judy Birmingham or anyone on the Mission Ministry 
Board for December and January dates. 

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House 
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House.  We 
will have a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have 
any questions please see Cindi Fiandaca. 

Box Tops for Education 
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne School.  
Collecting Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash.  It’s easy to 
find Box Tops (a list will be by the collection box). In fact, you may have 
some in your home right now.  All you have to do is clip the Box Tops from 
your favorite products and put them in the collection container located in 
the fellowship hall.  If you have any questions please see a member of the 
Mission Board. 

The Mission Board is collecting aluminum cans. The money raised will be 
used to support Mission projects. Please crush your cans before bringing 
them to church. 

 

Manna gift card program: 
Forms are available in the Narthex. The forms will be due on December 4 and the orders will 
be distributed on December 11. Please see Cindi Fiandaca for more information. 

New Hats/Scarves/Gloves/Socks for the Night Ministry - Our 
December mission project is to again take up a collection for The Night 
Ministry. We are looking for new hats, scarves, gloves and socks (for all 
ages). Please bring your donation (either home made or store bought) 
to church by Sunday, December 19th. Thank you. 

http://www.rmhc.org/
http://www.byrnecps.org/
https://www.thenightministry.org/
https://www.thenightministry.org/
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Reverse Advent Calendar: Starting on December 1, add something to a box/basket every day. 
Suggested items provided to us by local organizations are things such as white tube socks, deck of 
cards, crayons/coloring books, games, tooth paste/brushes, bars of soap, deodorant, cans of food 
and anything else that you want to include. In terms of the countdown, it's fun to put something in 
the box every day, and think of what someone might enjoy, find useful, or need. When the 
"calendar" is full (December 24), bring it to Lyonsville. We’ll make sure the donations are delivered to 
local organizations. 

The Alternative Gift Fair is a great way to remember someone at the holidays by supporting a char-
ity, rather than giving them a gift that they may not want or need. By supporting these organizations 
you are making a difference in the world by empowering people in crisis, feeding the hungry and 
building peace in our local and global community. You will also be able to purchase equal exchange 
and fair trade items such as coffee, tea, cocoa and chocolate bars. 

Order forms will be available in Sunday bulletins on 12/5, 12/12 and 12/19. 

This year the Mission Board has chosen the following four organizations in which you can make a do-
nation: 

1) Adopt a Family - Christmas is a time of sharing and giving gifts and spending time with family and 
friends. By supporting this mission, we will be able to provide Christmas gifts for a local family (or 
families) in need. 

2) Constance Morris House - is a domestic violence shelter and program for women and children 
fleeing abusive relationships serving our area. They also provide a 24-hour crisis hotline, outreach 
and education, non-residential counseling and legal services. 

3) Heifer International - Heifer International's mission is to work with communities to end world hunger 
and poverty and to care for the Earth. Heifer empowers families to turn hunger and poverty into hope 
and prosperity - but their approach is more than just giving them a handout. Heifer links communities 
and helps bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to areas with a long history of poverty.  Their 
animals provide partners with both food and reliable income, as agricultural products such as milk, 
eggs and honey can be traded or sold at market.  When many families gain this new sustainable in-
come, it brings new opportunities for building schools, creating agricultural cooperatives, forming 
community savings and funding small businesses. 

4) Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund (one of our 5 Special Of-
ferings) - For over 100 years, the Christmas Fund has helped clergy and lay church employees who 
are facing challenging financial situations.  UCC congregations and individuals give generously so 
that the Pension Boards, on behalf of the whole church, can continue this ministry of direct sup-
port.  Among other things, the fund helps provide pension and health premium supplementation to 
low-income retirees, and provides emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay employees. 

If there are members or friends who are not able to be in church with us, but would like to support this 
mission, please send your check made payable to Lyonsville and send to the attention of the Mission 
Board, along with a note which organization you would like to support. 

https://pillarscommunity.org/services/domestic-violence/constance-morris-house/
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/animals-nutrition/index.html?msource=KIK1j16GP1002&gclid=CPavqPbWrdACFdgWgQod1G8CXg
http://www.ucc.org/uccs-christmas-fund-benefits


6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Fax     708-246-1070 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good News is  
produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is December 

11. 


