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Charting a Course 

It's inevitable: saying “Happy New Year!” invites others to ask “What’s your 
resolution?” 

Every year my father declared the same resolution: to reduce the frequency 
of his alligator wrestling. This paralleled that every Lent he gave up mud 
wrestling and eating watermelon. The fact that he never wrestled an alliga-
tor, wrestled in the mud, or ate watermelon made the joke larger (although 
one year he did have to chase a nine-foot gator off his yard). 

I learned to ask my father a different question: “What are you charting for 
the next year?” Being a boat captain, charting is related to planning a trip on 
a map – although is shipping it is a “course”, not a “trip.”  

The course ahead of Lyonsville is related to visions for ministry. A search 
team will be called and installed. In order to complete the paperwork related 
to the UCC’s congregational profile they will be asking questions about con-
gregational identity. That will be prompting conversations about hopes, 
dreams, and visions for Lyonsville’s future. It is common during the time of 
completing a congregational profile for congregations to have more frequent 
congregational gatherings. 

The discussion identifying and sustaining commitment to essential ministries 
will continue. There will be discussions concerning worship expectations, 
particularly music as an out reach tool to potential new members. It will also 
involve looking at how people resources are organized.  

         (Continued) 
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A different aspect of ministry visions are the structural components of Lyonsville: stated practices 
that hold the congregation together as an organization. Efforts to review and revise the Constitution 
and By-Laws—begun by Bob vonTrebra—will continue. Ministry boards are being assessed, and some 
are being combined to streamline shared work. A safe church policy is being drafted to describe min-
istry practices that make Lyonsville safe and welcoming. All of these are related to being able to ar-
ticulate Lyonsville’s sense of purpose and calling a pastor to join in that purpose. 

Those are more like landmarks for the upcoming year than the details of how we’ll journey together. 
This will be a pilgrimage we take together: we’re journeying to see where God has been active in or-
der to return to familiar places to see God’s activity in new ways. Along the way, we will be sur-
prised. When we look back, we’ll see that we have been changed—because God has been with us all 
along. 

Date Focus Scriptures 

“Sermon” 

January 1 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Communion 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

“Be Radiant” 

Rev. Dave Inglis, guest preacher 

January 8 

Epiphany Sunday 

Matthew 2:1-12 

“Star gazers” 

January 15 

Second Sunday of Epiphany 

John 1:29-42 

“Come and See” 
January 22 

Third Sunday of Epiphany 

Matthew 4:12-23 

“Fishing Expedition” 
January 29 

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

TBA 

Congregational Meeting 

Rev. Dave Inglis has served as Associate Minister of the First Congregational Church of Crystal Lake, 
and the First Congregational Church of Western Springs. He received his Master of Divinity from The 
Chicago Theological Seminary in Chicago. Ministry is Dave’s second career: he worked for Wells 
Fargo before answering the call to ministry and applying to seminary. He is a graduate of Chicago 
Theological Seminary. Dave has a real passion for ministry with youth. He has led many camps and 
retreats at La Forêt in Colorado, as well as our own Pilgrim Park and Tower Hill Camps. His experi-
ence in ministry extends from Sunday School leadership, youth groups, and confirmation classes to 
adult Bible study, pastoral care, and worship. He plays the guitar, and enjoys the outdoors, reading, 
and movies. Dave’s wife Felicia, sons Zach and Nathan, and dog Maggie, bring him the most joy. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
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Happy Birthday    (click here for birthday wishes)  

Morgan Mills  1/19 
Marjie Snyder 1/27 
Evan Stanley  1/28 

Glenda Weaver 1/29 
Carol Kruse  1/30 
George Haigh 1/31 

 

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Gladys Clendenin 
Marvin Davis 

Jean Dawe 
Jamie Hankus 

Chuck Helms 
Chuck Holloway 

Judy Holloway 
Mike Kelly 

Jane Kuhn 
Barbara Loehman 

Kathy Loehman  
Hazel Mulcahy 

Jeanne Pierson  
Marion Randolph 

Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

Jane Kuhn  2/04 
Gary Cihak  2/06 
Jorja Hegner  2/08 
Don Pondelick 2/12 
Bill Wallace  2/12 
Dee Wallace  2/13    

Mark Richel   2/14 
Joseph Wierdak  2/14 
Catherine Salvatori  2/18 
Kaila Baker   2/20 
Natalie Mikat-Stevens 2/23 
Renee Richel            2/23 

There are no anniversaries this month, or in February. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


Mark Your Calendars 

The Good News Page 4 

Annual Reports are due 1/15/17 from all committees. 

Saturday, Dec 24th, 5 PM: Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols We will hear the scrip-
tures read and sing familiar Christmas hymns. The service concludes in the glow of candlelight 
and singing Silent Night.  

 
Sunday, Dec 25th: Christmas Morning Come as you are – jeans & a sweatshirt, pajamas & 
bathrobe. This will be an informal worship focused on singing familiar songs.  
 

Sunday, January 1st: New Year’s Day Communion Welcome 2017 with communion. 
 
Sunday,  January 8th: Epiphany Sunday The magi arrive, and light is spread to the world. 
This will be a service of special music. 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL will meet on Tuesday, January 17, 7:15 p.m. 

Craft Sunday—January 15 after worship. Details to come. 

Congregational Meeting—Sunday, January 29  
Agenda highlights include: Search Team, Installation of Officers, Ministry 
Board reports, 2017 Budget. The Leadership Council has decided to blend 
worship and the meeting, blending our prayers and praise with the busi-
ness of the church. More details will be coming, and prayers have already 
begun. 

Help us undecorated the church Saturday, January 8 after worship. 

VALENTINE’S PANCAKE BREAKFAST is planned for Saturday morning, 
February 11.  Watch for more details to come. 
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   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at 
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian 
Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Gene Martin.  

 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 6678 S. Joliet Rd. in Indian 

Head Park at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 7. They will also meet 

Saturday, February 4. All boomers and their friends are invited.  
Contact Judy Birmingham for more information. 
 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/


Page 6 The Good News 

    News from The Pews 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
Community Nurse Collection 
New onesies, new receiving blankets, baby hats, bandages designed for children, and small, 
soft animals (e.g. Beanie Babies) are being collected. 

 Please bring donations to church. For more information see Wilma Mrazek. 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
Annual Brunch/Meeting 

Friday, January 20, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. 
First United Methodist Church of Western Springs 

4300 Howard Ave. 
$7.00 donation 

Speaker: Ellen Kunkle from Community Nurse 

They will be collecting baby items. Please give your donations to Wilma. 
See Wilma for tickets. 

Phone lines removed—We will be removing the church’s second phone number (basement 
phone) and dedicated fax number soon. This will save the church $148 monthly. Alternative 
methods of faxing are currently being evaluated. The church’s primary number (708-246-
1255) will not be affected. 

UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORIES are available in both the church office and in the back 
of the sanctuary. 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

Have You Tried 
The UCC’s 

Daily Devotional? 
Written by the Stillspeaking Writer’s Group 

Delivered every day to your email 
Free! 

To sign up, go to www.ucc.org/daily_devotional 

http://www.communitynurse.org/
http://www.fumcws.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LyonsvilleChurch/
http://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
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Thank you to ALL of you who contributed to the “This little light of mine” project. We replaced 
all of the exit and indoor lights that remain on in the church all the time with LED bulbs! We still 
have several that need replacing, so we are encouraging those who are able to please donate to 
“This little light of mine” project! 

 Thank you very much, 
  Building and Grounds. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the December Manna 
gift card program.  We earned $387.16 for the church.  The next 
Manna is scheduled for June 4, 2016. 

Much appreciation and special thanks to Linda Hankus for all the seasonal decorations, inside and 
out. Everyone has enjoyed her behind the scenes job of beautifying the church. Job well done! 
Thanks, Linda. 

Thank you to all who donated hats/scarves/gloves/socks for The Night Ministry. We will be taking 
them to the Night Ministry in January. 

Thank you to all who participated in the Alternative Gift Fair by purchasing fair trade product and 
making a donation to one or all of the four organizations. 

Thank you to all who purchased poinsettias, which will decorate our altar for the Christmas Eve 
service. 

Thank you to all who participated in the Reverse Advent Calendar.  Some of the donations were 
put into the Lyonsville food pantry and some items were donated to a local organization. 

Thank you to all who helped with the Christmas pageant and brought food for the brunch following 
the pageant when we had a special visit from Santa.  A special thank you to Rosemary Klitchman for 
sharing her bow making skills with us at Craft Sunday. 
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News From Your Mission Board 

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just 45 minutes. It is on Sundays from 
11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two people there to help assist our guests/
visitors during this time. You just need to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration 
dates, and help bag food. Please contact Judy Birmingham or anyone on the Mission Ministry 
Board for January and February dates. 

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House 
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House.  We will 
have a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have any 
questions please see Cindi Fiandaca. 

Box Tops for Education 
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne School.  Col-
lecting Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash.  It’s easy to find 
Box Tops (a list will be by the collection box). In fact, you may have some 
in your home right now.  All you have to do is clip the Box Tops from your 
favorite products and put them in the collection container located in the fel-
lowship hall.  If you have any questions please see a member of the Mis-
sion Board. 

The Mission Board is collecting aluminum cans. The money raised will be used to 
support Mission projects. Please crush your cans before bringing them to church. 

Donations to the Food Pantry - Linda Hankus brought an idea to the Mission board recently 
which we have adopted.  In addition to providing food for our guests, we have set up a few 
shelves where we are displaying items that our guests can take if they need them.  These in-
clude shoes, boots, household items (pots and pans are always needed), and warm clothing.  If 
you have items you would like to donate, please bring them to the church and give them to a 
member of the Missions Board.  The items MUST BE  clean. In order to control the inventory, if 
an item does not get taken within two months, that item will be donated to Goodwill.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Judy Birmingham. 

http://www.rmhc.org/
http://www.byrnecps.org/
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GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on          
Saturday, January 21, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:45. We will meet at church to carpool at 8:15. 
We also go every Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. (meet to carpool at 5:15). The GCFD, 
Chicago’s food bank, is a non-profit food distribution and training center providing food for hun-
gry people. The Food Depository distributes donated and purchased food through a network of 
650 pantries, soup kitchens and shelters to 678,000 adults and children in Cook County every 
year. They rely heavily on their volunteers to help repack bulk products, assemble boxes with 
assorted food, check expiration dates, glean produce, etc. Participants must be at least 14 years 
old. For more information go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy 
Birmingham to sign up. 
The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Please see our website 
(Volunteer  Opportunities post) or contact the church office for a link to their website where you 
can easily do this. 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS 

Our sympathies and prayers go out to the friends and family of 
Bill Gohdes, who passed away November 15. 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is used to   
provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering envelopes in the 
pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you for your generosity! 

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org


6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 
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Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good News is  
produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is January 

22. 


