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Lent is a season of preparing for Easter – that is, preparing for the resurrection when Christ’s presence is most fully revealed and known.
Traditionally, this preparation involves self-examination and penitence: in
what ways have our lives prohibited Christ’s presence (“sin”) for ourselves,
in our relationships, and in our society? The act of “giving something up for
Lent” is meant to eliminate those things which interrupt righteous living.
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In American Congregationalism there is a practice (reaching back to the
early colonial period) of “taking something up” during Lent – in other words,
starting a new way of being Christ’s disciple, a new way of living righteously.
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It’s the difference between finding righteousness by stopping an action or
starting an action.
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So you have an option: will you be giving up something or will you be taking
up something? Will you be giving up double-chocolate malted milkshakes or
taking up bicycle riding? Will you be giving up swear words or will you be
taking up praying? Will you be giving up watching TV or will you be taking
up reading the Bible? All these options may be faithful; what will help you be
a more intentional disciple of the risen Christ?
There is a practice being “taken up” which will affect you. I have asked a
group to help me brainstorm, plan, and prepare Lenten worship. I have
asked them to help provide worship both more representative of Lyonsville
and more interactive, less of an activity that happens up at the chancel and
more of an activity that takes place in the pews. It is a 7-week experiment,
affecting about nine worship services: let’s see what we learn, what works
well and what does not, and then plan on what to keep.

(Continued)
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But as I write for the newsletter (it’s not yet Valentine’s Day, but given vacation schedules I need to
get my articles in early!) worship details for March have not been finalized. That means I am having
to “give up” some of my practices of being prepared for worship a month in advance.

Because Lenten worship is being planned by a team (see Thom’s Musing), the notes at time of
publication are sparse. You’ll have to come experience worship to know what is happening!
Wednesday, 1 March
Ash Wednesday at Burr
Ridge: 7 PM

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Psalm 51

5 March
Lent 1

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Matthew 4:1-11

12 March
Lent 2

Genesis 12:1-4a
with Psalm 121
John 3:1-17
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95

19 March
Lent 3
26 March
Lent 4

John 9:1-41

Reflection (by Thom)
“Paradoxes”

No choir (but there is choir
practice)
We will collect the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering this day. This is “Lenten
Offering of the United
Church of Christ that supports disaster, refugee, and
development actions.”
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Happy Birthday (click here for birthday wishes)
Stephanie Corlett
Gwyneth Hegner
Seth Hegner
Laura Cady
Ian Miller
Judy Holloway

Chuck Holloway
Annabelle Salvatori
Mia Salvatori
Kaitlin Stanley
Judy Birmingham
Evelyn Godar
Nan Byers
Tom Haigh

3/01
3/05
3/05
3/06
3/07
3/10

Marsha Smith
Gene Martin
Sherry Suomi
Maddy Cihak
Steven Smith
Evan Brocken
Eric Woods

4/01
4/02
4/02
4/05
4/10
4/10
4/14
4/14

3/10
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/15
3/20
3/29

Lillian Salvatori
Abby Kringlie
Leo Mikat-Stevens
Sue Cook
Jan Peters
Brian Smidt
Doris Beutel

4/18
4/20
4/24
4/26
4/27
4/28
4/30

Happy Anniversary
Steven and Andrea Brocken
Chuck and Judy Holloway
Chuck and Gail Helms

3/21
4/01
4/20

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Gladys Clendenin
Marvin Davis
Jean Dawe
Jamie Hankus
Chuck Helms
Chuck Holloway

Judy Holloway
Mike Kelly
Jane Kuhn
Barbara Loehman
Kathy Loehman

Jeanne Pierson
Marion Randolph
Beth Smidt
Dee Wallace
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Mark Your Calendars
Ash Wednesday Service— March 1
At Burr Ridge UCC 7:00.
Beginning our Lenten journey together, this is a service of prayers
including dispensation of ashes.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER—Friday, March 3
At Advent Christian Church of the Highlands
1525 Plainfield Rd. (corner of Willow Springs Rd.)
Bible study at 9:30 a.m.
Service and Celebration at 10:30

Daylight savings time starts March 12. Move your clocks ahead one
hour the night before.
Leadership Council meets March 14 at 7:15.

CHURCH CLEANUP—Sunday, March 18, 9:00—noon. Please come
and help us clean up the church for the upcoming Easter season.

Craft Sunday—March 19. After worship.
19 March – 11:30ish: Dave Benziger will be providing a group ukulele
lesson. Cost is free, but you need to bring your own Ukulele. (You can get
them for around $25—or a lot more if you want!) This is in anticipation of a
Ukulele Band on Holy Humor Sunday (26 April – the Sunday after Easter).

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING is one of the five special offerings we receive each
year. This offering provides support for health, education, refugee, agricultural and emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries by working with local, national, and global partners.
We will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on March 26 this year, and we encourage you to give generously.
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Pretzel Making - Due to several events taking place in the east and west fellowship halls on Palm Sunday which involve using the kitchen, we will be making
pretzels on Sunday, April 1st.

Baby Shower To Benefit Community Nurse
Sunday, April 2 2-4 p.m.
At Leader Shop—4903 Willow Springs Rd. (across from the high school)
All baby items are appreciated: baby wipes, diaper lotion, onsies, nursing pads, receiving blankets, diapers, diapers bags, baby shampoo, small toys, etc. They are suggesting anything larger than newborn size. If you have questions or plan to participate, call
Wilma Mrazek.
SEDER SERVICE—Palm Sunday, April 9. Watch for details in the April Good News.

You're Invited - I will be celebrating my 60th birthday on April
10th. On Sunday, April 9th while my mother and sister are in
town, I will be hosting a luncheon from 12:30 - 2:30 in the west
fellowship hall. If you would like to attend, please RSVP. In lieu
of presents, please consider making a donation of either canned
goods or a monetary donation to Lyonsville for the Mission
Board.
Judy Birmingham

26 April
(the Sunday after
Easter)

Perhaps our greatest response to the resurrection of
Christ is to laugh with joy. So come to this laughterfilled service. Wear a silly hat, a wild shirt, or maybe
your pajamas!
This year we are joined by local clown Karen Hoyer.
Since 1999 she has performed in area hospitals as Dr.
Dot, currently as the Chicago Supervisor of Healthy
Humor, and formerly as a part of the Big Apple Circus
Clown Care Unit. She also creates and performs a
variety of eccentric characters for Vaudeville Chicago in
area nursing homes. Karen was a faculty member of
Ringling Clown College from 1990-94.
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News from The Pews
Lenten Devotional Study: Wednesdays at 7 at Lyonsville.
Each week, starting March 8, we will begin with one devotion from Diving
Lessons, a Lenten Devotional written by the UCC Still-speaking Writer’s Group
(available at uccresources.com). Led collaboratively by Pastors Faleide and
Bower.
All are welcome!
Come with your questions!
Sunday Discussion Group: Noon in Pastor’s office
We have selected Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship as a
discussion starter for insight to addressing our own present social issues.
All are welcome, and anyone may bring up what current social issues
concern them. We will challenge one another, and we will hold one
another accountable to civil discourse.
Easter Flowers - Due to Pastor Thom's severe allergies to flowers, we will not be bringing live
plants into the church this year.
UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORIES are available in the church office. We have stopped
placing them in the back of the sanctuary.
HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT THE CURRENT “PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY BOARD”
DOES? CAN IT HELP YOU IN SOME WAY? Are you unable to attend church? Would you love to receive a card, phone call, or note from Lyonsville? Or a visit? Or be added to the “Remember in your
prayers” list in The Good News? (Or feel you can now be taken off it?) Do you have a special
need? Will you be celebrating a special birthday, anniversary, graduation?.... If so, you may contact
Jan Peters directly (her phone number is in the church directory) or through the church office.

ON LINE GIVING
You can now make donations to the church on line!
Click on the Donate tab at the top of our website.
Choose from one of the suggested amounts, or click the Amount button
to enter your own. Make a one-time donation, or a recurring one (e.g.
pledges).
There is a Note field if you would like to have your donation used for a
special purpose, such as a memorial, a fund raiser, an Easter gift, etc.
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The Pastoral Search Team
We list again the members of the Pastoral Search Team:
Sanna Bashor
Judy Birmingham
Melissa Corlett
Patrick Ferguson
Cindi Fiandaca
Chris Korber
Wilma Mrazek
Sherry Suomi
Their training has started with Acting Association Minister Rev. Dr. James Olsen. They will then
take care of a few tasks (like selecting a chairperson, secretary, and chaplain) before beginning
the Congregational Profile. Stay tuned for news on their progress. Meanwhile, we prayerfully
support them in their tasks.

Thank you to all my dear friends at Lyonsville for making my
birthday so very special. Thank you for all the calls, all the cards,
and visits. You truly made my birthday quite memorable!
All my love,
Jane Hyde Kuhn

Thank you to the many Lyonsville members and friends who continue to help out in so
many ways during our worship services: Communion Servers, Lay Readers, Announcements and Joys & Concerns.
Worship and Spiritual Growth Ministry Board
Thank you to all who donated white products (toilet paper, paper towels, etc.) to the Lyonsville food pantry. This is an ongoing need and donations are welcome throughout the
year.
Greater Chicago Food Depository Thank You
On Saturday, February 18, we had five volunteers help out at the Greater Chicago
Food Depository. Bruce and Laura Cady, Marianne and Mike Johnson, and Laurie Tsukuno
helped inspect, sort, package, label and palletize 12,555 pounds of bread. Please come and
join us at our next session on Saturday,March 18th from 9:00-11:45.
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News From Your Mission Board
Household items/clothing for Food Pantry - We have set up a few shelves to display
household items (pots, pans, small appliances, etc.) and a rod for clothing for items to be donated to our food pantry guests. They are welcome to take whatever they can use. Linda
Hankus is monitoring this and if an item sits too long, she takes them to the Good Will store. If
you have gently used household items or clothing that you would like to donate, please bring
them to church and give them to a member of the Mission Board or Linda Hankus.
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL - Beginning March 5th, we will collect donations for Heifer International by distributing plastic Easter eggs to our members and friends. We ask that you bring the
eggs back on Easter Sunday filled with coins and/or dollar bills. For as little as $20 we can buy a
flock of ducks, chicks or geese; for $120 we can buy a goat, a sheep or a pig. Giving an animal is
like giving someone a small business, providing wool, milk, eggs and more. Animal donations can
provide families a hand up, increasing access to medicine, school, food and a sustainable livelihood. Last year we collected $155.93. Please help us make a difference.
Easter Food Baskets: The Mission Ministry will be putting together Easter Food Baskets, which
will be given out at our Lyonsville Food Pantry. If you would like to donate towards a ham dinner,
we will be collecting canned fruit, canned vegetables, boxed potatoes and money (for the purchase of the hams). We would like to provide 20 dinners, if possible. Thank you.
Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House. We will have
a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have any questions
please see Cindi Fiandaca.
Box Tops for Education
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne School. Collecting
Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash. It’s easy to find Box Tops (a list
will be by the collection box). In fact, you may have some in your home right now.
All you have to do is clip the Box Tops from your favorite products and put them in
the collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have any questions
please see a member of the Mission Board.
GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on
Saturday, March 18, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:45. We will meet at church to carpool at 8:15.
We also go every Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. (meet to carpool at 5:15). Participants must be at least 14 years old. For more information go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org or
see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy Birmingham to sign up.

The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Please see our website
(Volunteer Opportunities post) or contact the church office for a link to their website where you
can easily do this.
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Join Us
MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian
Head Park. All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more
information contact Gene Martin.
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for
breakfast at Juicy-O restaurant (located at the corner of Rt. 83 and
63rd Street in Willowbrook) at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 4. They
will also meet Saturday, April 1. All boomers and their friends are
invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more information.

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS
February 8 we received news that Cindi Fiandaca’s father / Judy
Holloway’s brother, Ken Pedersen, passed away in Florida. We
have included Ken in our prayers during his lengthy bout with cancer. Our prayers surround this family as they celebrate Ken’s life.

Our sympathies and prayers also go out to the friends and family of Hazel Mulcahy,
who passed away February 11. Hazel was a good friend of the church.

Contact Lyonsville

The Good News is
produced monthly, except
for a combined July/
August edition.
Please submit your
articles to
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.
The deadline for the
next issue is March 12.

Phone 708-246-1255
Email Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web at
www.lyonsvillechurch.org

Please return this form to update your contact information.
____ Please correct the information on the mailing label.
____ No thanks. Please remove from mailing list.
____

I prefer email delivery. Here’s my email address:
——————————————————————
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