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Dearly beloved Lyonsville, I commend you. In the year I have been with you, I 
have observed significant change—and your growing embrace of change. I 
know it has not been easy. I know it has been challenging. I know you have—
and are! —struggling to balance retaining your familiar church and at the same 
time growing by offering new things to attract new members. Some familiar 
faces have departed, some faces from the past have returned, and some new 
faces have arrived. Lay leaders have changed, and leadership responsibilities 
have changed. My style of worship leadership, of leading meetings, of planning 
church activities, even my presence (however you define that) is different than 
Bob’s. Change is not easy: even when it has been uncomfortable for individuals, 
as a congregation you are handling transitions well. 

One of the most readily evident 
changes has been worship music. 
Last spring, when Penny Duke an-
nounced her retirement, the leader-
ship recognized this represents a 
shift in worship music. We did not 
know what the final form would be. 
Through the summer we were 
blessed to have Kevin McOlgan lead 
our music, and were surprised to find Jim Molina so quickly. 

I have been receiving a lot of compliments and questions on musical changes. I 
hope these reflections will explain how decisions related to worship music were 
and continue to be made.  

I (Thom) did not select Jim alone. Wilma Mrazek and Mike Molloy were part 
of the team who drafted a position description, sought candidates, and inter-
viewed Jim. 

There is no “music director.” Let me come back to this. 

          (continued on pg. 2) 

A Changing Tempo 

A theme of my 
communications lately has 

been “different does not mean 
one is more right than the 

other—they are just different.”  
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Mike’s title is “Choir Director.” In this role he chooses music for the choir and rehearses them. 
Choir pieces are the introit and anthem; sometimes they sing the offertory or another piece. At my 
request, Mike has taken the lead on selecting hymns: by my own admission, my familiarity with 
hymns is pretty thin. Each Sunday morning, Mike rehearses the morning’s hymns with the choir so 
they can help lead the congregation.  

Jim’s title is “Church Musician.” We changed this from “Organist” because we did not want to 
limit our search to only organists. In addition to accompanying hymns and the choir, Jim is en-
trusted with selecting music for the Prelude, Offertory, and Postlude. I do not preview Jim’s (or 
Mike’s) selections: I trust them as worship leaders to make faithful and artistic selections. Penny had 
the same responsibilities and latitude. 

Does Mike know ahead of time what Jim is go-
ing to play? No—but Mike did not know what Penny 
was going to play either. Mike is the Choir Director—
not the Music Director. Jim knows what Mike is doing 
with the choir because Jim has been accompanying 
the choir in rehearsals. 

Jim’s style is different than Penny’s. A theme of my communications lately has been “different does 
not mean one is more right than the other—they are just different.” Jim has chosen to deliver some 
of his music  using additional musicians: Meg McGarry as a vocalist and Dave Benziger as guitar 
player. Jim checked with me before first using them, and continues to check with Mike and me 
about the effectiveness of this choice for worship. 

Does this mean we’re going to have a “praise band”? And are we heading to 
“contemporary worship”?  That is really up to you.  

I (Thom) am not a fan of the kind of Contemporary Christian Music played on Christian radio sta-
tions; that conversation is longer than I have space in the newsletter to explain. Furthermore, I am 
confused by the moniker “contemporary” worship. Any worship that addresses it’s time is 
“contemporaneous” - literally “within time.” That is not usually what “contemporary worship” means.  

Similarly, I’m not for perpetuating the rituals of “traditional worship.” Globally, there is a wide diver-
sity of Christian tradition, and being informed by that diversity and intentionality locates the acts of 
worship within Christian heritage. 

Before these changes in music, I have already been delivering what is commonly called “blended 
worship.” Some parts are very ancient, some parts intentionally represent distinct traditions, some 
parts are responsive to contemporary culture. Jesus would not recognize worship with a projection 
screen, and we would not recognize the patterns of prayer Jesus used in the first century. Our 
Christian identity continues to develop, emerge, adapt. With the changes in music leadership, Lyons-
ville is again being asked about your shared identity of faithfulness. 

Who has final say on music in worship? Ultimately, I do as pastor and worship leader.  

I intentionally lead through collaboration. One part of that is to ask and then trust others to make 
decisions. I provide worship plans weeks in advance to them so they can conscientiously make deci-
sions for their parts of worship. Mike and I have invited Jim to help with hymn selection. There are 
times when I have selected specific hymns, and there are have been times when I have changed 
hymns they have selected. It is a very collaborative process that I believe makes worship more en-
gaging with a variety of textures. 

With the changes in music 
leadership, Lyonsville is again 

being asked about your shared 
identity of faithfulness. 
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How do we evaluate this? An intentional aspect of my leading collaboratively is feedback. Mike, 
Jim and I have been deliberatively assessing worship: I offer observations on music and they offer 
feedback on my planning, preaching, prayers, and other leadership. We are working together to 
grow as worship leaders and as a worship team. Worship & Spiritual Growth also provides feedback, 
and Nayna (as moderator) stays informed about the variety of assessments. 

Your feedback is also important. I am happy to receive your assessments, as are Mike and Jim. If 
you are not comfortable speaking with us, you can also talk with any member of Worship & Spiritual 
Growth or Nayna: they can bring your comments to us. 

What’s the “real reason” Mike is gone one Sunday a month—and who approved that? Last 
Spring, before Penny shared her decision to retire, I asked Mike (and all other staff) what Lyonsville 
could offer them to make their job more rewarding. Frankly, church work is demanding, the pay is 
not great, and there are few fringe benefits. Mike replied that he would like the chance to observe 
what other nearby congregations are doing in their music programs—but it would mean his being ab-
sent from worship. I took that suggestion to Nayna, and then Worship & Spiritual growth, and finally 
to Leadership Council (because they ratify all contracts). Leadership Council approved this change to 
Mike’s contract last March. 

This is all about more than music. These changes are ways to help Lyonsville explore, articulate, 
and express it’s self understanding. None of them need to be permanent: as you more conscien-
tiously express your congregational identity, there will be more changes to align worship to your 
faithfulness. This is part of a process that will continue as you seek, call, receive, and minister with a 
settled pastor. 

I’ve said it before related to previous changes, and I’ll say it again with future changes: all events 
during the interim period are rehearsal for ministry with a newly-called settled pastor. Let’s take this 
opportunity to work together to be the church! 

CONGRATULATIONS  

Lauren McSweeney has delivered a healthy girl, Sara. We pray for Lauren, Tom, Henry, 
Sara, and their wider family as they welcome this new member. 



Mark Your Calendars 
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WHITE BEAR DANCE—November 4 & 5. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS—November 6. 

DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR THE HOLIDAYS will take place Sunday, 
November 27th after service.  We will begin with a soup luncheon and then 
go back upstairs and decorate the church.  We will need help putting the tree 
up on Saturday, November 26th beginning at 9:00. 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
Wednesday 23 November 

7 PM in the Historic Chapel 
With Burr Ridge UCC             Rev. Gary Faleide preaching 

Focus Scriptures: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 and John 6:25-35 
This service will include communion. 

Annual Reports are due 1/15/17 from all committees. 

Congregational Meeting—Sunday, October 30 after worship. A soup lunch 
will be available. Agenda items include: Proposed change to the bylaws 
(previously mailed),  2017 proposed slate of officers, and 2017 proposed budget. 
Please plan to attend this important meeting. 

All Saints Sunday—November 6. 

Fall Bible Study 

Wednesdays starting October 12, 7-8:30 
Advent is a season of preparation, and we’re going to prepare for Advent! 

We’ll be reading the nativity stories, one gospel per week. Then we’ll be looking at 
how each gospel portrays John the Baptist. 

HARVEST HOME TURKEY DINNER  
Saturday, November 12    5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Carry Out available. Invite your friends and family. 
TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW! 

You may purchase tickets from Wilma Mrazek or the church office (708-246-1255).   
We kindly ask that you purchase your tickets in advance of the dinner so that we 
order the  appropriate amount of food.  Please signup to help. 
Be sure to get a raffle ticket too! 
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Happy Birthday  (click here for birthday wishes) 

Chase Bashor 11/1 
Hazel Mulcahy 11/1 
Bob Haigh  11/5 
Darrel Bashor 11/13 
Jonathan Begy 11/13 
Joe Wierdak  11/14 
Susan Mueller   11/18 

Beth Smidt  11/18 
Lillian Mueller 11/19 
Andrea Brocken 11/20 
Rom Stevens 11/20 
Peter Cook  11/27 
Donnie Smith 11/27 
Cherie Doria   11/30  

 

Garrett Schwartz 12/3 
David Woods  12/3 
Olivia Servello 12/8 
Jill von Trebra 12/14  

Mary Ellis  12/18 
Maria Korber  12/18 
Ryan Brown  12/20 
Robert Owen  12/23 

Keely Ann Hegner 12/24 
Laura Richel  12/24 
Chris Korber  12/25 
 

Happy Anniversary  

Byron & Barbara Loehman  11/10 
 
Bill and Dee Wallace     12/9 
Bob and Patti Haigh      12/14 
Bill Ressl and Penny Taylor    12/23 
Mark and Kathy Richel     12/26 

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Jerry Cihak 
Gladys Clendenin 

Marvin Davis 
Jean Dawe 

Jamie Hankus 
Chuck Helms 

Chuck Holloway 
Judy Holloway 

Mike Kelly 
Jane Kuhn 

Barbara Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  

Hazel Mulcahy 
Jeanne Pierson  

Marion Randolph 
Beth Smidt  

Dee Wallace 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1
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    News from The Pews 

LABYRINTH WALKS 
 Lyonsville is planning to schedule labyrinth walks on a regular basis—every other month. 

 The next scheduled date is December 10. 
 We would like to encourage our congregation to participate in these very meaningful events. 

Labyrinth walks are also a wonderful outreach to the community and various other groups. 
 However, we cannot have the labyrinth walks without volunteers from our congregation to 

oversee them. 
This is a excellent opportunity to open our doors and let people see what Lyonsville Church is all 

about. 
Recently Laurie Tsukuno put together information regarding the history and meaning of the laby-

rinth walks. Also, thanks to Laurie, we have information available to the volunteers as to setting up 
and assisting our guests. 

This type of community involvement is very important to the life and growth of Lyonsville. 
Please contact the Worship and Spiritual Growth Board to volunteer. When you volunteer you re-

ceive all necessary information and help from members of Lyonsville. 

Without the help and cooperation of Lyonsville these walks cannot continue on a regular schedule. 
 

        Wilma Mrazek—WSGMB 
         
Watch for a sign-up sheet. 

Lyonsville has been working to be "green", being the church by protecting our environment. 
One of those efforts includes eliminating the use of styrofoam products. If any of you purchase dis-
posable plates, bowls, cups or containers for the church, for luncheons, potlucks or coffee hour, 
please avoid styrofoam. We can use plastic silverware, but when we can, using and washing the 
regular silverware is suggested. Thank you all in this effort. 

   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at 
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian 
Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Gene Martin.  

 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 6678 S. Joliet Rd. in Indian 

Head Park at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 5. They will also 

meet Saturday, December 3. All boomers and their friends are     
invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more information. 
 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
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Byron and Barbara Loehman wish to thank everyone that helped 
with food for Native Americans on White Eagle reservation in Ponca 
City.  We had two large food baskets and one smaller one (for an 
elder that has no teeth),  and purchased gift cards from Walmart 
to pass out at the dance. Many people shop there and may want to 
buy meat or frozen items so we felt gift cards were a good idea. All 
was well received. We are humbled by the donations and very ap-
preciative for these donations. It helped many people. Thanks from 
the bottom of our heart.  

Thank you to the congregation for making the 33rd annual CROP Walk a success! We had 6 Lyonsville 
walkers: Pastor Thom, Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Melissa Corlett, Cindi Fiandiaca, Cindy Schurig 
and Treasurer for the Walk, Karen Oberg. Your donation and support will help both globally and lo-
cally (including our own Lyonsville food pantry). There were over 200 walkers in total. Lyonsville col-
lected approximately $1,000.00. 
 
If you did not have a chance to do-
nate, it's not too late. You can do 
so by clicking on the link below. 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
lagrangeil/Team/View/28411/
Lyonsville-Congregational 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS 

Bruce Cady’s brother passed away unexpectedly.  We offer prayers of support for the Cady 
family at this time of grieving. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lagrangeil/Team/View/28411/Lyonsville-Congregational
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lagrangeil/Team/View/28411/Lyonsville-Congregational
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lagrangeil/Team/View/28411/Lyonsville-Congregational
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News From Your Mission Board 

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just 45 minutes. It is on Sundays from 
11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two people there to help assist our guests/
visitors during this time. You just need to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration 
dates, and help bag food. Please contact Judy Birmingham or anyone on the Mission Ministry 
Board for November and December dates. 

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House 
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House.  We 
will have a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have 
any questions please see Cindi Fiandaca. 

Box Tops for Education 
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne School.  
Collecting Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash.  It’s easy to 
find Box Tops (a list will be by the collection box). In fact, you may have 
some in your home right now.  All you have to do is clip the Box Tops from 
your favorite products and put them in the collection container located in 
the fellowship hall.  If you have any questions please see a member of the 
Mission Board. 

The Mission Board is collecting aluminum cans. The money raised will be 
used to support Mission projects. Please crush your cans before bringing 
them to church. 

 

Manna gift card program: 
Forms are available in the Narthex. The forms will be due on December 4 and the orders will 
be distributed on December 11. Please see Cindi Fiandaca for more information. 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets - The Mission Ministry will be putting together Thanksgiving bas-
kets for our food pantry guests. We will be collecting boxes of instant potatoes, stuffing, canned 
fruit, vegetables and cranberry sauce to go along with the turkey. Each meal costs approxi-
mately $30.00 and we plan to provide a meal to 20 families. If you would like to donate any of 
these items or money to help purchase the food, please stop by the Mission Ministry table dur-
ing coffee hour. We will be collecting food and money until Sunday, November 13th and plan to 
give the food out the Saturday before Thanksgiving. 

The ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR will be in December. More details to come. 

http://www.rmhc.org/
http://www.byrnecps.org/
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Harvest Home Dinner Raffle Table - Raffle items for the Harvest Home Dinner raffle table are 
being collected by Judy Birmingham. Please bring your new or like-new items to the church no 
later than Sunday, October 30th. The items may be raffled off separately or used as part of a gift 
basket. 

50 /50 Cash Raffle Pre Sales - 50/50 cash raffle tickets are available for purchase prior to the 
turkey dinner. One raffle ticket costs $5.00 or 5 tickets for $20.00. Please try to sell some 50/50 
Raffle tickets and help to make our fund raiser a huge success! If you are interested in selling tick-
ets to your friends and family who may not be able to attend the dinner, please let Judy Birming-
ham know. She will provide the tickets and a flyer to you.  
 If you take tickets to sell we are asking that you pay for the tickets ahead of time at the five dol-
lar ticket price. Not to worry, if you end up being unable to sell all the tickets just return them and 
we will refund your money, or if you sell tickets in the discounted groups of 
five we will refund the discount to you. 

New Hats/Scarves/Gloves/Socks for the Night Ministry - Our Novem-
ber mission project is to again take up a collection for The Night Ministry. We 
are looking for new hats, scarves, gloves and socks (for all ages). Please bring 
your donation (either home made or store bought) to church by Sunday,     
December 20th. Thank you. 

Date Focus Scripture Sermon Title Other Stuff 

Oct 30 
Ord 31: Reformation 

Sunday 

Jeremiah 31:31-

34 
Reform & Transform Congregational 

Meeting after 

worship  

Nov 6 
Ord 32 
All Saints 

Ephesians 1:11-

23 
Luke 6:20-31 

For all the Saints Communion 

Nov 13 
Ord 33 

Luke 20:27-38 An Opportunity to 

Testify 
No choir 

Nov 20 
Ord 34 
Thanksgiving 

Sunday 

Isaiah 12 
Isaiah 65:17-25 

As We Give Thanks   

Nov 27 Advent 1 Stay Tuned for Details! 

http://www.thenightministry.org/


6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Fax     708-246-1070 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good News is  
produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is November 

13. 


