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My father owned two seventy-foot, two-ton fishing boats. I used to stand and 
marvel at captains maneuvering the boat to the dock: heading to the dock  
required a U-turn, pointing the bow at the dock, then reversing engines, then 
using one engine to push toward the dock. 

 
The first century church often used the image of a boat to describe them-
selves. Boats were the vehicle for most merchants; boats were what fisherfolk
-made-disciples had used. Most boats at that time required several people 
working together to keep them afloat. It was an image of conveying the    
gospel to the world by a crew cooperating in its mission. 
 
Steering a ship is a lot different than driving a car. Cars are designed to have 
a small turn radius. Because of the dynamics of water, boats are steered dif-
ferently: instead of one big turn, boats require many small turns. The larger 
the boat, the more small course corrections are necessary. 
 
When I came to you last October, I was entrusted with intentionally changing 
the course of Lyonsville. There were a lot of suggestions of where this ship 
called Lyonsville should head. Rather than identify a specific dock in a specific 
port, I directed this vessel into more open water. This was done in part so I, 
as the new captain, could learn to work with the crew, the leadership of     
Lyonsville.  
 
This is a fine and able crew. In the past eleven months your leadership has 
risen to a number of challenging tasks, and has learned to work together 
more collaboratively, more conscientiously. They have been identifying various 
ports for us to head, and I have been turning over responsibility to them to 
make the course changes, discerning with them how to guide Lyonsville into 
smooth sailing. 

 
          (continued on pg. 2) 

Ahead, Navigator! 
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Now this vessel is more directly sailing toward a port of call: calling a settled pastor. We’re going to 
be in open water for a while longer. Some of the sails needed to be trimmed and mended, and rig-
ging needs to be secured. But we’re heading towards the coast. 

 
When standing on the shore, it appears sailing near the coast is safer, but that’s not true. In open 
water, where it is deeper, there are fewer hidden dangers. Near the coasts there are reefs and 
shoals, sandbars and underwater rocks. These underwater structures are what create swelling 
waves. Sailing near the coast is more dangerous, and yet we have to go there in order to find a 
place to dock. 
 

We’re not there yet, but we’re heading there now.  
 
Our congregational gathering on September 11 will share how the congregation has a new direction 
after a year of many small heading changes. You’ll hear how your leadership has been plotting a 
new course, and you’ll hear some of what is to be expected on this shared journey. This event 
represents a significant course change. 
 
I hope you’ll be able to join us. 

Date Comments Focus 

Scripture

Sermon Title 

Sept 4 Labor Day Weekend Genesis 22 Terrifying Sacrifice 

Sept 11 

Ord 24 

Gathering Sunday 

 Return to sanctuary 

 Return of Choir 

 Restart Sunday School 

Communion 

Congregational Gathering following 

Psalm 14 

Luke 15:1-10 

A Changing Ministry 

Sept 18 Introduce Stewardship theme Luke 16:1-13 Managing Resources 

Sept 25 

Ord 26 

Jazz Service 

Baptism 

Stewardship 1 

Luke 16:19-

31 

God Bless the Child 
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Happy Birthday    (click here for birthday wishes) 

Happy Anniversary  
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Remember in Your Prayers 

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Jerry Cihak 
Gladys Clendenin 

Marvin Davis 
Jean Dawe 

Jamie Hankus 
Chuck Holloway 

Judy Holloway 
Mike Kelly 

Jane Kuhn 
Barbara Loehman 

Kathy Loehman  
Hazel Mulcahy 

Jeanne Pierson  
Marion Randolph 

Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

Cali Fiandaca     9/1 
Brianna Kulawiak         9/1 
Michelle Pierson     9/3 
Gail Helms      9/9 
Carrie Molloy      9/9 
Jerry Cihak      9/12 
 
 

Aleta Belletete      9/19 
Gladys Clendenin      9/22 
Doug Adams   9/23 
Steven Van Der Stuyf   9/23 
Jeanne Pierson      9/27 
Justin Pondelick      9/28 
Jacob Brocken              9/29   
 

Kathy Richel  10/1  
Mikayla Bashor 10/2 
Erika Wierdak 10/8 
Lauren McSweeney 10/12 
Jordan Taylor 10/12   
Gabrielle Miller 10/13  

Braden Matthews 10/16 
Ryan Snell  10/16 
Donna Prather 10/17 
Vivian Kringlie 10/17      
Nolan Snell  10/19          
Barbara Loehman 10/20 

Travis Weaver 10/20 
Steven Nunez 10/21 
Laurie Tsukuno        10/25  
Patti Haigh  10/27 
    

Rick & Dawn Snell   9/16 
 
Ian & Keely Ann Hegner  10/27 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


   Mark Your Calendars 
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Save the Date - CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, October 
17th.  Lyonsville will be putting together a team to walk and raise money for 
Church World Services.  Lyonsville will receive a portion of the money col-
lected which will be used to buy food for our food pantry. 

It’s not too early… 
To start thinking about our Harvest Home Turkey raffle. If you have any new or like new 
items that you could donate, we would greatly appreciate it. You can drop things off in the 
church office. 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS 

Condolences to the family and friends of Virginia Hoyt, who 
passed away June 29. 
 
Also, to the family and friends of Garnett Adams, who passed 
away July 26. A memorial service will be held for Garnett on  
September18 at 2:00 at Lyonsville Church. 
 

Virginia and Garnett were both long-time friends of Lyonsville. 

Gathering Sunday:  Calling all Children!  Church school will begin on Sunday, Septem-
ber 11.  We are looking forward to gathering together to learn about the gospel of the  
bible through friendship and fun. 
We also welcome back Mike Molloy, and the whole choir! And, we return to the sanctuary 

for worship. 

After worship we will have a potluck, then an important meeting about the future of the 

church. 

CRAFT SUNDAY—Sunday, September 18 at 11:30. Details will be announced later. 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL meets Tuesday, September 13 at 7:15. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/


Join Us 
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   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at 
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian 
Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Gene Martin.  

 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 6678 S. Joliet Rd. in Indian 

Head Park at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 3. They will also 

meet Saturday, October 1. All boomers and their friends are invited.     
Contact Judy Birmingham for more information. 
 

Thank you to the following people who went to Feed My Starving Children on 
Wednesday, August 10th: Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Nayna, Autumn and Trinity 
Byers, Sanna and Chase Bashor, Tony Deluna, Beth Doria and her grandson, Jett Jen-
kins, Cindi and Cali Fiandaca, Layla Orosczo and Ray Lisiak (Kathy Richel's grandchil-
dren), Wilma Mrazek and Laurie Tsukuno.  Together we packed 119 boxes which con-
tained 25,704 meals.  These meals will feed 70 kids for a year.  We also returned 6 of 
the m&m containers which will go to help purchase more food.  Great job! 

THANK YOU FOR CRAFT SUNDAY PROJECT 
We had a great time at our last Craft Sunday project making get well cards. Many thanks 
go out to Barbara and Byron Loehman for sharing with us your time, talents, ideas, and 
supplies! Barbara put together a "make it and take it"  kit filled with wonderful butterfly 
designs on card stock. All of us thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship, food and relaxing    
atmosphere of coloring in the butterfly cards. 

Thanks to everyone who has volunteered this summer – for worship leadership, 
greeting at the door, food pantry, helping at any of our activities, cleaning up the church 
building, taking care of plants – and anything else you have done. The many ways you 
“be the church” are inspirational and appreciated! 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/


Page 6 The Good News 

    News from The Pews 

ON LINE GIVING 
You can now make donations to the church on line! 
Click on the Face Book post about making donations, 

Or 
Click on the Donate tab at the top of our website.  
Choose from one of the suggested amounts, or click the Amount button 
to enter your own. Make a one-time donation, or a recurring one (e.g. 
pledges).  
There is a Note field if you would like to have your donation used for a 
special purpose, such as a memorial, a fund raiser, an Easter gift, etc. 

It is time to start recruiting for the 2017 slate of officers and board/committee 
members. There are many vacancies on all boards and we may find more as we confirm 
continuing positions for next year. The nominating committee will be contacting people to fill 
and confirm these slots. If you have a particular interest, skill or gift for any of these posi-
tions, please contact Wilma Mrazek or Jan Peters. Please refer to the 2016 slate, which was 
recently mailed, for a list of  positions. Wilma and Jan can answer any questions you may 
have regarding duties/responsibilities for any of the boards. Please think about volunteering. 
We need your participation to "Be the Church"! 
 

 Your Nominating Committee, 
  Wilma and Jan  

LABYRINTH WALKS 
 Lyonsville is planning to schedule labyrinth walks on a regular basis—every other month. 

 The next scheduled dates will be determined soon. 
 We would like to encourage our congregation to participate in these very meaningful events. 

Labyrinth walks are also a wonderful outreach to the community and various other groups. 
 However, we cannot have the labyrinth walks without volunteers from our congregation to 

oversee them. 
This is a excellent opportunity to open our doors and let people see what Lyonsville Church is all 

about. 
Recently Laurie Tsukuno put together information regarding the history and meaning of the laby-

rinth walks. Also, thanks to Laurie, we have information available to the volunteers as to setting up 
and assisting our guests. 

This type of community involvement is very important to the life and growth of Lyonsville. 
Please contact the Worship and Spiritual Growth Board to volunteer. When you volunteer you re-

ceive all necessary information and help from members of Lyonsville. 

Without the help and cooperation of Lyonsville these walks cannot continue on a regular schedule. 
 

        Wilma Mrazek—WSGMB 
         
Watch for a sign-up sheet. 

https://lyonsvillechurch.org/
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Stewardship 2016 
This year’s stewardship theme is “Go and do the same.” Stewardship letters will be distributed 
after worship on September 18th; if you do not pick yours up then it will be mailed to you.  
 

Our pledge Sunday will be October 16th. We will have a special service dedicating our pledges. 
 
Throughout the fall, pastor Thom will be emphasizing stewardship. This is far more than our 
financial and material resources. Stewardship is also about our relationships and our spiritual 
practices. 
 

Thank you in advance for your commitment to supporting 
Lyonsville at this time of change. As we plan to call a settled 
pastor, knowing your commitment helps us share our 
congregation’s vision for ministry with candidates. This is a 
wonderful time to discern together how we are the church! 

Volunteers 
We are always looking for volunteers for our Sunday mornings. 

Greeters: Meet people with a smile at the door as the enter the church building. 
Readers: Thom will provide you with a “script” for your part, usually the Call to Worship, the 

Opening Prayer, and the Scripture reading. 
Announcer: You ask for announcements and lead the time of Joys and Concerns. 
Fellowship Host: Provide goodies after worship, making sure there are enough cups, plates, 

and napkins. 
Food Pantry: Meet our guests and distribute food. This is a 45-minute commitment, and 

training is available. 

 
Signing up is easy. Most Sundays there are folders set up at fellowship time for each of these. 

You can also contact a member of Worship & Spiritual Growth or Missions. 

PAUL PAVLUS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE September 4 
The Pavlus Scholarship is a one-time award given to a deserving graduating senior or anyone 
participating in a continuing education program such as college, trade school, vocational 
school, or graduate school, and who has been a member attending Lyonsville Church on a 
regular basis for a minimum of two years. Contact the church office or visit our church 
website for an application. 

KARAS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE September 4 
The Karas Scholarship was set up by Shirley in memory of Ed, and is available to members 
of Lyonsville Church or people confirmed here. $1,000 is available per school year, and there 
is no limit on the number of years one applies. See our website or contact the church 
office for details or to get an application. 

https://lyonsvillechurch.org/
https://lyonsvillechurch.org/
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News From Your Mission Board 

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just 45 minutes. It is on Sundays 
from 11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two people there to help   
assist our guests/visitors during this time. You just need to help restock any food 
dropped off, check expiration dates, and help bag food. Please contact 
Karen Oberg or anyone on the Mission Ministry Board for        
September and October dates. 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is used 
to  provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering envelopes 
in the pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

NOTE NEW TIME 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on          

Saturday, September 24, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00. We will meet at church to car-

pool at 7:15. We also go every Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. (meet to carpool at 
5:15). The GCFD, Chicago’s food bank, is a non-profit food distribution and training center pro-
viding food for hungry people. The Food Depository distributes donated and purchased food 
through a network of 650 pantries, soup kitchens and shelters to 678,000 adults and children in 
Cook County every year. They rely heavily on their volunteers to help repack bulk products, as-
semble boxes with assorted food, check expiration dates, glean produce, etc. Participants must 
be at least 14 years old. For more information go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call 
Cindi Fiandaca or Judy Birmingham to sign up. 
The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Please see our website 
(Volunteer Opportunities post) or contact the church office for a link to their website where you 
can easily do this. 

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House 
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House.  We will 
have a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have any 
questions please see Cindi Fiandaca. 

Box Tops for Education 
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne School.  
Collecting Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash.  It’s easy to 
find Box Tops (a list will be by the collection box). In fact, you may have 
some in your home right now.  All you have to do is clip the Box Tops from 
your favorite products and put them in the collection container located in 
the fellowship hall.  If you have any questions please see a member of the 
Mission Board. 

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org
http://www.rmhc.org/
http://www.byrnecps.org/
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Collection for Ponca Tribe - Barbara and Byron Loehman will be travelling to Oklahoma at the 
end of September to visit their friends on the reservation.  In 1800, the Ponca tribe was forced to 
leave Nebraska and settled in Oklahoma.  They are a small tribe of Native American people who are 
trying to save their culture and language.  The Loehman's have known these people for over 
twenty-five years.  They have many needs, share what they get and help each other, which is very 
nice.  The Loehman's put together seven food baskets which are given to widows and fami-
lies.  They also take one big food basket to the men's dance.  They include some things for chil-
dren, and things that they can't buy, like cleaning products, diabetic foods, candy for the kids, cake 
mixes and cookies.  One woman was very excited to get Oreo cookies. 

One of our mission projects for September is to take up a collection to give to the Loehman's when 
they go to Oklahoma so they can purchase some of the items for the baskets.  Money will be col-
lected until Sunday, September 25th.  Your donations are greatly appreciated. 

Also during the month of September we will be collecting cans of soup 
and vegetables for the Lyonsville food pantry. 

The Mission Board is collecting aluminum cans. The money raised will be used to support 
Mission projects. Please crush your cans before bringing them to church. 

Help Wanted - Are you Active?  Are you Caring?  Are you looking for ways to give to oth-
ers?  AMITA Health Adventist La Grange Medical Center is looking for caring, active indi-
viduals to be a part of their Volunteer family.  They have opportunities for ages 16 and up in 
many areas including the Front Desk, Transport and Surgical Waiting Room.   

BEDS PLUS is getting ready for their 2016-2017 season (October 1, 2016 – May 15, 2017), 
and they are looking for volunteers. BEDS PLUS provides a safe place to sleep, an evening 
meal (7:30 - 8:30 PM), breakfast for overnight clients (5:30 - 6:30 AM), case management 
services, and other care available upon request. 
 
2016 Volunteer Orientation dates are: 
   September 12 
   October 10 
   November 14 
   December 12 
See their website for locations and other details. 

AROUND THE COMMUNITY 

http://www.beds-plus.org/index.html


6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Fax     708-246-1070 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good News is  
produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is September 

18. 


