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Lent seems to be a combination of holding our breath and marching towards
Easter. Holy week is a mixture of pageantry and deep emotion remembering
the events of Jesus’ life, death, and crucifixion. Easter joy is laid atop hectic
plans: the family meal, Easter worship, dyeing then hiding eggs. The addition
of Holy Humor the week following Easter extends the busy list of things to do
and broadens the emotional basin.
We are heading toward Pentecost, the “50th Day” after Passover. It was a
Jewish holiday remembering when God delivered the 10 Commandments to
Moses on Mount Sinai. For Christians, Pentecost is when God provided the
Holy Spirit, delivering gifts for the good of the church – a new law of love for
a new way of being faithful to, participating in, and sharing of God’s grace.
We’re not yet at that part of the story. We’re in the season of Eastertide. In
this season the lectionary schedule omits reading the Hebrew scripture in worship. Instead we receive the Book of Acts so we may be reminded of the early
church struggling to find a collective direction, struggling to make sense of
faithfulness in response to the resurrection of Christ.
On the one hand, after two-thousand years of processing, of many variations
of institutional religion themselves based on various interpretations of scripture and experience, we wonder “What’s so hard to figure out? Love God with
all heart, mind, strength and spirit; and love your neighbor as yourself.” Not
complicated. On the other hand, we know the complexity of sharing our faith
even with others who claim to be Christian yet see the world so differently;
we know the many ways Christianity is presented in the media, and wonder if
our own faith is lacking something; we know the difficulty of coming to a
shared sense of purpose as a congregation.
Simply, at no point in history has it ever been easy to be the church.
(Continued on pg. 2)
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And yet we remember generations who came before establishing Lyonsville Congregational, and generations before who shaped the faith of those founders, and generations before them. Each successive generation struggling with how to be faithful, how to live the values of faith, how to spiritually
reach toward God and respond collectively to extend God’s grace. We remember their stories and see
how they clearly discerned God at work then creatively responded.
We receive the stories after they are complete. Identifying God’s presence among human activities is
much easier in hindsight than it is within the moment, because we don’t know which events, which
moments, are the most significant for God’s grace to be revealed. It is murky in the moment.
This in between season – the season in between the holidays of Easter and Pentecost, this season in
between Christ’s resurrection and the Holy Spirit – affirms that we, the church, live in between events
where faith is clarified. But we are in between, when things are murky, when things are unclear,
when things are uncertain.
It is because of these ambiguities that our faith is called upon. Uncertainty is not a sign of disbelief; it
is a call to intentional faith action. This is the opportunity to commit to deliberative shared practices to
discern how to be faithful in just such a time as this – in a time of social division, in a time of generational divides, in a time of calling a pastor, in a time of articulating congregational identity that unites
and gives purpose.
Those who follow us will someday review our stories for examples of faithfulness. They will receive
the story of Lyonsville discerning how to be faithful, and garner from those stories tools for navigating
the decisions they face as a community of faith. They will appreciate the legacy of how to be faithful
during the in-between seasons.

7 May
Easter 4
Good Shepherd Sunday

Psalm 23 (as call to worship)
Acts 2:42-47
1 Peter 2:19-25

Being the Church

14 May
Easter 5

John 14:1-14

Discerning Church

21 May
Easter 6

Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20 (from 66:818) (as call to worship)
John 14:15-21
John 17:1-11

Pulling Up Stakes

28 May
Ascension

Rev. Dave Inglis, guest
preacher
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Happy Birthday
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(click here for birthday wishes)

Nayna Byers
Michael Molloy
Bill Ressl

Justin Skweres
Jean Hegner
Rob Mueller
Chloe Cihak
Ellen Corlett
Justin Hegner

5/6
5/7
5/11

6/3
6/5
6/6
6/7
6/9
6/16

Wilma Mrazek
Trinity Byers

Pricie Rogan
Lauren Castner
Kelsey Byers
Chuck Helms
Christy Smith

5/14
5/29

6/16
6/20
6/23
6/30
6/30

Happy Anniversary
Jack and Evelyn Godar

5/29

Aleta & Michael Belletete
6/1
Nicole & Art Helms
6/5
Maria & Chris Korber
6/5
Jean & Robert Hegner
6/10
Marianna Mikat-Stevens & Rom Stevens 6/13

Erika & Joe Wierdak
Susan & Rob Mueller
Beth & Larry Doria
Sanna & Darrel Bashor

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Gladys Clendenin
Marvin Davis
Jean Dawe
Jamie Hankus
Chuck Helms

Chuck Holloway
Mike Kelly
Barbara Loehman
Byron Loehman
Kathy Loehman

Jeanne Pierson
Marion Randolph
Beth Smidt
Dee Wallace

6/19
6/25
6/26
6/30
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Mark Your Calendars
Church Women United of LaGrange and Western Springs
May Friendship Day
Friday, May 5, 2017—Luncheon and Celebration
9:30 Bible Study
10:30 Celebration
11:30 Luncheon
At Highlands Presbyterian Church
1902 West 59th Street, LaGrange
Advance tickets necessary—cost $7.00
Deadline—May 1
Contact: Wilma Mrazek
Jane Kuhn Memorial Service—Saturday, May 6 at Lyonsville
There will be no wake or visitation. Instead, the family will receive guests from 910:30. The memorial service will begin at 10:30. A light reception will follow; the
family will conduct a private interment at Lyonsville Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations are asked to be made to Lyonsville Congregational, in
memory of a lady who loved and dedicated her life to Lyonsville.
Church Women United
20% of your guest check fund raiser
Tuesday, May 9
7:00 a.m.—11:00 p.m.
Bakers Square Restaurant
942 S. LaGrange Rd., LaGrange
Coupon required.
See Wilma Mrazek for your coupon or about any questions.

A Lifesource Blood Drive will be held at Highlands Presbyterian
Church on Wednesday, May 10th from 3:00 - 8:00 p.m. To register
please call (708) 246-1911. Walk-ins are welcome.
Mother’s Day is May 14.

There will be a garage sale Friday and Saturday, May19th and 20th in the
East Fellowship Hall at Lyonsville Church, from 9am to 3pm. There is something
for everyone, and all the proceeds will be donated to Lyonsville!
Hope to see you, Patti Haigh
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MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE: The American Legion will be
commemorating Memorial Day with a brief ceremony at the flagpole in
the northwest corner of the Lyonsville Cemetery on Monday, May 29th
at approximately 10:00 am (though we know from previous years they
have arrived as early as 9:30 and as late as 10:30). Lyonsville Cemetery
Board members will have complimentary snacks and beverages available
while you wait.
Lyonsville Cemetery holds special interest to the Legion as it is the resting
place of more than 90 veterans with service ranging from the Civil War to
the Vietnam War. Join the American Legion for this tribute to those who
served our country in the armed forces!

Our next labyrinth walk is scheduled for Saturday, June 17.

SAVE THE DATE - On Friday, June 23rd, we will get together for a
make your own pizza and game night. We will take up a free will
offering and the donations will be sent to Feed My Starving Children. I hope you can all attend for a time of fun and fellowship.

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS
We are sad to say that Judy Holloway passed away March 20. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to Judy’s friends and family. Judy was a
good friend of the church.
The church lost another good friend April 19, Jane Kuhn. Our
thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends.
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News from The Pews
Pastor Thom will be out of town Memorial Day weekend visiting family in Florida. In
his absence, we will once again be led in worship by the Rev. Dave Inglis.
Dave has served as Associate Minister of the First Congregational Church of Crystal Lake, and
the First Congregational Church of Western Springs. He received his Master of Divinity from
The Chicago Theological Seminary in Chicago. Ministry is Dave’s second career: he worked for
Wells Fargo before answering the call to ministry and applying to seminary. He is a graduate
of Chicago Theological Seminary. Dave has a real passion for ministry with youth. He has led
many camps and retreats at La Forêt in Colorado, as well as our own Pilgrim Park and Tower
Hill Camps. His experience in ministry extends from Sunday School leadership, youth groups,
and confirmation classes to adult Bible study, pastoral care, and worship. He plays the guitar,
and enjoys the outdoors, reading, and movies. Dave’s wife Felicia, sons Zach and Nathan, and
dog Maggie, bring him the most joy.

Sunday Discussion Group: Noon in Pastor’s office
We have selected Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship as a
discussion starter for insight to addressing our own present social issues.
All are welcome, and anyone may bring up what current social issues
concern them. We will challenge one another, and we will hold one
another accountable to civil discourse.
UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORIES are available in the church office. We have stopped
placing them in the back of the sanctuary.
A Note from Jan Peters
Jan asked that we share the following: "Jan Peters realized the time had come to find a church
closer to where she lives. As she's begun looking for one, she's resigned from Pastoral Care &
Church Council. She already misses Lyonsville & hopes you'll keep in touch."
Jan has served Lyonsville in many ways in the decades of her membership. More significantly than
all she has done, her presence will be missed. A decision of this importance is never made lightly, so
as we thank Jan we also pray for her to find grace during this time of discernment in her life.

Manna gift card orders
Forms will be ready May 1 and will be in the Narthex. The orders will be due on June 4 and the
will be distributed on June 11. Please see Cindi Fiandaca for more information.
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We are in need of volunteers for Lay Reading, Announcements and,
Joys and Concerns, Ushers and Offertory.
Please contact Wilam Mrazek, Doris Beutel or Jean Hegner if you wish to sign up
for any of the above.
Thank you to those who already help out, and welcome to new volunteers.

Thank you to Gene Martin for his many years of serving the
church as an usher.
Thanks to Linda Hankus, Laurie Tsukuno, Marvin Davis, and Chris Korber for repairing the
labyrinth and West Fellowship Hall floor. Please help us keep this fresh by minimizing the
sliding of chairs and tables on the floor.
Thank you to Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, and Cindi Fiandaca for volunteering at the
Greater Chicago Food Depository on April 22. They helped repack 2,275 pounds of apples.

Thank you to all who participated in the mission project of filling the Easter eggs for
Heifer International.
Thank you to all who donated to One Great Hour of Sharing.

Thank you to all who donated food or money towards the Easter Ham dinners for 16 families
who utilize the Lyonsville food pantry. We are still hearing from families who received the dinners saying how thankful they are and appreciated receiving the food. A special thank you to
Patrick, Ryan and Justin for putting together Easter baskets that were given out along with
the dinners.
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News From Your Mission Board
Household items/clothing for Food Pantry - We have set up a few shelves to display
household items (pots, pans, small appliances, etc.) and a rod for clothing for items to be donated to our food pantry guests. They are welcome to take whatever they can use. Linda
Hankus is monitoring this and if an item sits too long, she takes them to the Good Will store. If
you have gently used household items or clothing that you would like to donate, please bring
them to church and give them to a member of the Mission Board or Linda Hankus.
Our May 20 trip to the Greater Chicago Food Depository has been cancelled. Our next
trip will be June 17.

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is used to
provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering envelopes in the
pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you for your generosity!

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just 45 minutes. It is on
Sundays from 11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two
people there to help assist our guests/visitors during this time. You just
need to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration dates, and
help bag food. Please contact Karen Oberg or anyone on the Mission
Ministry Board for May and June dates.

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House. We will have
a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have any questions
please see Cindi Fiandaca.

Box Tops for Education
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne School. Collecting
Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash. It’s easy to find Box Tops (a list
will be by the collection box). In fact, you may have some in your home right now.
All you have to do is clip the Box Tops from your favorite products and put them in
the collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have any questions
please see a member of the Mission Board.
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Donation/Recycling Center
Doug Adams and Judy Birmingham have put
together a Donation/Recycling Center which
will be kept in the west fellowship hall. We
have six bins and will collect or continue to
collect the following items: batteries (please
bring in a plastic bag); empty pill bottles
(please remove the label, if possible); baby
items for the LaGrange Community Nursing
Association; Hats, gloves, scarves, white tube
socks for The Night Ministry; pop tops for the
Ronald McDonald House and Box Tops for
Education. By leaving these out in the fellowship hall, we hope that groups who meet
at Lyonsville will learn about, and participate
in, some of our missions. If you have suggestions for other items we can collect to either
donate or recycle, please contact a Member
of the Mission Board.

Join Us
MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian
Head Park. All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more
information contact Gene Martin.
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, May
6. They will also meet Saturday, June 3 at Juicy-O. All boomers and
their friends are invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more
information.

Contact Lyonsville

The Good News is
produced monthly, except
for a combined July/
August edition.
Please submit your
articles to
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.
The deadline for the
next issue is May 21.

Phone 708-246-1255
Email Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web at
www.lyonsvillechurch.org

Please return this form to update your contact information.
____ Please correct the information on the mailing label.
____ No thanks. Please remove from mailing list.
____

I prefer email delivery. Here’s my email address:
——————————————————————

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
6871 Joliet Road
Indian Head Park, IL 60525

