
May 7, 2017 
Fourth Sunday of Eastertide 

Good Shepherd Sunday 
10:00 A.M. 

 
A home for the Spiritual Journey 

 
It is a joy to have you with us for worship this morning!  No matter who 

you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
All are invited to join us after worship for refreshments in our Fellowship 

Hall.  If you are a visitor, please let us know if there is any way we can be of 
service to you. 

   
WELCOMING WORDS 
 
INTROIT   I Come With Joy 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP based on Psalm 23  Chuck Helms, lay reader 

One: Our shepherd is the Lord. We are not lacking. 
Many: God leads us to lands of plenty with calm waters and our 

souls are restored. 
One: For the sake of God’s name we are led along right paths. 
Many: Even within death’s valley, we do not fear adversity or 

wickedness, for God is with us. 
One: God's rod and staff are our comfort. 
Many: God has prepared tables before us with overflowing 

vessels. Even in times of adversity, we have been 
anointed. 

One: Goodness and mercy shall pursue us all our living days. 
Many: We shall dwell forever in the Lord’s house. 

 
*OPENING HYMN  #570   Sweet Hour of Prayer 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION1 

Loving and surprising God, you are always there to offer a second 
chance. And so we can come to you today, admitting our failures. 
Forgive us when we fail to be your community, when we bicker 

   * Those who are able, please stand. 



among ourselves, when we lack respect for others' opinions, when 
we allow divisions to dominate our lives. Touch us with your love 
when we are angry with others. Teach us respect when we are 
reckless in our words. Strike out our hypocrisy when we say one 
thing and do another. Forgive us for not loving others as you want us 
to love. In the name of the Christ, Amen. 

 
*SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE #35   Gloria Patri 
 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS     Karen Oberg 
 
READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE (Pew Bible p. 145) Acts 2:42-47 
 
READING FROM CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE (Pew Bible p. 283)   
               1 Peter 2:19-25 
 
Here ends the reading. Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches. 
 
A TIME FOR QUIET REFLECTION TO DISCERN GOD’S CALLING  
 
CHILDREN'S TIME 
 
ANTHEM   
  
REFLECTION  Being the Church          Rev. Dr. Thom Bower 
 
*REFLECTION HYMN #655   Community of Christ 
 
CALL TO PRAYER 
  Joys and Concerns 



 
Tips for offering a Prayer Request 

• Wait for the microphone – it helps everyone hear your prayer 
• First names only please 
• General is better than specific 
• Be brief: 20 words is better than 50 

After a joy or concern is received, the lay leader will say 
“We are praying with you.” 

You are invited to respond by saying 
“We lift this prayer to God.” 

  Prayer Song  #305  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
 Silent Prayer 
 Morning Prayer 
 
WORSHIPING GOD WITH THE GIVING OF OUR GIFTS 
    Offering Invitation2 

    Offertory 
      *Doxology #47    Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
      *Prayer of Dedication3 

Thank you, Risen Christ, for moving the hearts of the people to 
give of themselves. May our offerings of service and financial 
support give voice to your work for justice and peace in this world. 
May we grow more mindful of you through our giving and our 
living.  Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation 
One: Luke, the evangelist, wrote of … the breaking of the bread. 
Many: In company with all believers in every time and beyond 

time, we come to this table to know the risen Christ in the 
breaking of the bread. 

Responsive Communion Prayer4 

One: The Lord be with you. 
Many: And also with you.  
One: Let us lift up our hearts. 
Many: We lift them to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
One: It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, … 

Therefore with saints and angels we join our voices in your praise: 
Many:  Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole 

universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High. Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna in 
the highest! 

One: And with those saints we also join in the prayer Jesus taught.  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM  Come to the Table of the Lord       Althouse 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE WINE 
One: Merciful God, …  we proclaim boldly our belief: 
Many: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
One: Come, Holy Spirit, come. … Through the broken bread  
Many: We participate in the Body of Christ. 
One: Through the cup of blessing  
Many: We participate in the new life Christ gives. 
One: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all things are 

ready. 
Many: And we are ready to receive the blessing and life of Jesus 

the Christ. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
Today we commune by intinction.  

All the bread is gluten free.  
You may come up the center aisle. 

Please take a piece of bread and then dip it into the cup. 
You may then return to your pew by the side aisles. 



COMMUNION SONG #425        Let Us Break Bread Together On Our Knees 
 
*THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (IN UNISON) 5 

One: The bread has been broken, the cup has been poured, the meal 
has been shared.  

Many: Gracious God, we give thanks for bread for the journey 
and for your wisdom guiding us along the way. May there 
be friends to share the road as we dare to dream of 
creation renewed, and hope in the promise of justice for 
all. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN #233  Alleluia, Sing to Jesus 
 
*BENEDICTION    based on 1 Peter and John 106 

One: You are called for a purpose: a person bears up under sorrows for 
the sake of knowing and drawing close toward God.  

Many: We are not here by chance.  
One: You chosen and precious in the sight of God, and as living stones, 

your lives are being built up into a spiritual sanctuary where the 
justice, mercy, and peace of the Risen Christ may dwell.  

Many:  We are not here by chance. 
One:  Jesus said, “I came so that my sheep could have life—indeed, so 

that they could live life to the fullest.” 
Many:   Jesus, we are the sheep of your pasture. You have chosen 

us.  We have chosen you. We are not here by chance.  
Amen 

 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE #106   Alleluia 
 
*POSTLUDE 
 
      ++++++++++++++ 
 
 

TODAY’S COMMUNION SERVERS are Jean Hegner, Robert Hegner, Doug 
Adams, and Judy Birmingham. 



THIS WEEK AT LYONSVILLE 

SUNDAY 5/7 
  8:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 a.m. Worship   
 12:00 p.m.  Bonhoeffer group 
  1:00 p.m. WOPC  lunch 
  6:00 p.m.  A.A. 
  
MONDAY 5/8 
   6:30 p.m. Aerobics 
 
TUESDAY 5/9 
  3:30 p.m. Music Lessons    
  7:00 p.m. Cemetery Board 
  7:00 p.m. Mascoutin Society 
 

WEDNESDAY 5/10 
  5:00 p.m. Music Lessons 
  5:00 p.m. Irish Dancers 

  6:30 p.m. Aerobics 
  7:15 p.m. WOPC Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY 5/11 
 12:00 p.m. LG Men’s Club 
   
FRIDAY 5/12 
 

SATURDAY 5/13 
 
SUNDAY 5/14 
  8:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 a.m. Worship   
 12:00 p.m.  Bonhoeffer group 
  6:00 p.m. WOPC  worship 
  6:00 p.m.  A.A. 
 
  

 OUR CHURCH STAFF    WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Dr. Thom Bower, Interim Minister 
Gary Boxell, Administrative Assistant 
Nayna Byers, Moderator 

Michael Molloy, Choir Director 
Jim Molina, Keyboards 
Dave Benziger, Guitar 

 
Lyonsville Church is an Open and Affirming (ONA) congregation of the 
United Church of Christ.  
 
 
 

1Adapted from Seasons of the Spirit 2002. 
2Adapted from Marilyn Kennedy Levine, “God-Consciousness: Service 
Prayers for Easter 4”, Worship Ways (Cleveland: Local Church Minis-
tries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 2017). 
3“God-Consciousness” 
4Nathan Nettleton at LaughingBird.net. 
5http://worshipofferings.blogspot.com/2012/03/communion-prayer.html 
6Adapted from “God-Consciousness”  


