
August 27, 2017 
10:00 A.M. 

 
A home for the Spiritual Journey 

 
It is a joy to have you with us for worship this morning!  No matter who 

you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
All are invited to join us after worship for refreshments in our Fellowship 

Hall.  If you are a visitor, please let us know if there is any way we can be of 
service to you. 

   
GATHERING 

GATHERING SONGS Here I Am To Worship  (see insert) 
                #4 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty  

 
WELCOMING WORDS1 

One:  Through prophets, rulers, and leaders, 
Many:  God passes on the story to the world. 
One:  Through disciples and apostles and followers, 
Many:  God passes on the story to the world. 
One:  Through saint and reformer and mystic, 
Many:  God passes on the story to the world. 
One:  Through you and me and us, 
Many:  God passes on the story to the world. 
One:  Come, let us worship God, and continue the story. 
 

OPENING PRAYER2 

One: God of amazement and wonder, we gather to celebrate your 
presence in our midst. Even in times when we feel you have 
abandoned us and have taken from us our dreams and our hopes, 
still you are there. If we will but be open to you, you offer 
wondrous signs and promises of new life.  

Many: You invite us to discipleship – to carry on the faith-filled 
traditions of your people, to share the good news of 
freedom in Christ, and to offer encouragement to those 
who feel they have no hope. May we fulfill this high calling, 
journeying ever forward to serve you and your church.  

   * Those who are able, please stand. 



 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (use the words most familiar to you) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

  
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
*CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS            Patrick Ferguson 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S VOICE 
SCRIPTURE READING  2 Kings 2:1-14    Sherry Suomi 
 
A TIME FOR QUIET REFLECTION TO DISCERN GOD’S CALLING  
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM   Psalm 77:1-2, 11-19 (adapted from CEB) 

WITH SUNG RESPONSE #259 Spirit of the Living God  
R 
One: I cry out loud to God! 
Many: Cry out loud enough so God can hear! 
One: During the day when I’m in trouble I look for my Lord. 

At night my hands are still outstretched and don’t grow numb. 
R 
One: And still my whole being refuses to be comforted. 
Many: Remember the Lord’s deeds; 

remember God’s wondrous acts from times long past. 
One: I will meditate on all your works and ponder your deeds. 
Many: God, your way is holiness! 
R 
One: Who is as great a god as you, God? 
Many: You are the God who works wonders; 

you have demonstrated your strength among all peoples. 
One: With your mighty arm you redeemed your people. 



Many: The waters saw you, God— 
the waters saw you and reeled! 

One: Even the deep depths shook! 
R 
One: The clouds poured water, 

the skies cracked thunder; 
your arrows were flying all around! 

Many: The crash of your thunder was in the swirling storm; 
lightning lit up the whole world; 
the earth shook and quaked. 

One: Your pathway went straight through the waters of the mighty sea. 
Many: And your footprints left no trace! 
R 

 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
A SONG #643  Swing Low, Sweet Chariot  
 
MORNING REFLECTION  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S PRESENCE 
A SONG       My Story   by Big Daddy Weave 

 
CALL TO PRAYER 
  Joys and Concerns 

After a joy or concern is received, the lay leader will say 
“We are praying with you.” 

You are invited to respond by saying 
“We lift this prayer to God.” 

  Prayer Song  #305  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
  Lord, listen to your children praying, 
   send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

  Silent Prayer 
  Morning Prayer 



WORSHIPING GOD WITH THE GIVING OF OUR GIFTS 
Offering Invitation3 

Offertory   Swing Low, Sweet Chariot - instrumental  
Doxology #47    Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Prayer of Dedication4 

We give thanks, Lord, for the inspiration which has sparked our 
commitment to follow in your path, for the gifts that enable us to 
accomplish your mission of love in the world, and for your trust in 
us to do what you have asked. Give us the wisdom to adhere 
closely to your word, and the strength to carry out our intentions. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.   

 
DEPARTING TO SERVE 

CLOSING SONG #458  Ours The Journey  (VS 1, 4)  
 
SENDING FORTH5 

One:  We could linger in the shadow of the prophets and apostles, 
Many:  but justice does not wish us to linger. 
One:  We could linger in the company of yesterday, 
Many:  but truth does not wish us to linger. 
One:  We could linger in the consolation of the past, 
Many:  but the Realm of God does not wish us to linger. 
One:  We could linger in the comfort of the dead, 
Many:  but resurrection does not wish us to linger. 
One:  Let us move out into this day 
Many:  and meet God there. 

 
SUNG RESPONSE #259  Spirit of the Living God 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
    Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
      Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
 

++++++++++++++  



SCHOLARSHIPS: Now is the time to apply! Lyonsville is pleased to continue 
this program for any student with some affiliation with the church. Contact the 
church office or our website for applications. For additional information contact 
Thom, Wilma, or Nayna. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Church Women United is collecting school supplies. Drop off your donation in      
August. Contact Wilma Mrazek for questions. 

September 10 is Gathering Sunday. We’ll return to worship in the sanctu-
ary. The choir returns. Sunday School resumes a new year. Our Fellowship Time 
will be an ice cream social – and we’ll have special “Be The Church” coloring ac-
tivities. 

Our birthday cake tracking our progress on the special 174th anniversary giv-
ing now has 23 candles lit, marking $4118.43 in donations above and beyond 
our pledged giving. We will wind up this campaign on September 17. There are 
only 12 spaces left to light! Please help to fill the rest. 

 

TODAY’S LAY READER is Sherry Suomi. 
 

THE GREETERS TODAY are Judy Birmingham and Doug Adams. 
 

THE FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS are Judy Birmingham and Doug Adams. 
 

THE FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEER is Cindi Fiandaca. 
 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCMENTS are read by Patrick Ferguson. 
 

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just 45 minutes. It is from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. on Sundays. We would like to have two people there to help 
assist our guests/visitors during this time. You just need to help restock any 
food dropped off, check expiration dates, and help bag up food. Please contact 
Judy Birmingham or Mission Ministry for open dates. 



THIS WEEK AT LYONSVILLE 

SUNDAY 8/27 
 10:00 a.m. Worship   
  6:00 p.m. WOPC  worship 
  6:00 p.m.  A.A. 
  
MONDAY 8/28 
   6:30 p.m. Aerobics 
 
TUESDAY 8/29 
 

WEDNESDAY 8/30 
  6:30 p.m. Aerobics 
  7:00 p.m. Summer Bible Study 
  7:15 p.m. WOPC Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY 8/31 
 12:00 p.m. LG Men’s Club 
  2:30 p.m. Social Media with Jim 

   
FRIDAY 9/1 
 

SATURDAY 9/2 
 
SUNDAY 9/3 
 10:00 a.m. Worship   
  1:00 p.m. WOPC  lunch 
  6:00 p.m.  A.A. 

 OUR CHURCH STAFF    WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Dr. Thom Bower, Interim Minister 
Gary Boxell, Administrative Assistant 
Nayna Byers, Moderator 

Michael Molloy, Choir Director 
Jim Molina, Keyboards 
Dave Benziger, Guitar 

 
 
Lyonsville Church is an Open and Affirming (ONA) congregation of the 
United Church of Christ.  
 
 
 

1Minister’s Annual Manual 2016 (ord13c). 
2Minister’s Annual Manual 2010 (ord13c). 
3Arelis M. Figueroa, “Freedom in God’s Love” Worship Ways 
(Cleveland: Local Church Ministries, Worship and Education Ministry 
Team, United Church of Christ, 2007). 
4Minister’s Annual Manual 2016 (ord13c). 
5Adapted from Seasons of the Spirit 2007 (ord13c)  


