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On Gathering Sunday (September 10) the choir returns, Sunday School resumes, and we return to the sanctuary. Departing the sanctuary for the summer is just in case the sanctuary is too hot for comfort, and it is also a chance
to learn more about how Lyonsville worships. Here’s a few things I have observed.
Lyonsville has a lot of worship leaders. Pastor. Choir director and church
musician. Ensemble and choir. Lay readers (more of you are willing!) Announcements & prayers.
Involving others requires preparation. As a solo pastor, I could leave
worship planning to Sunday morning. When other leaders are included, then
the pastor has to “get ahead” of them so they can prepare their parts.
Lyonsville likes variety and preparation. Your resistance to new things is
mostly about making sure it is going to be done well; if it has not been done
before, you are less certain it will be done well. At the same time, you like variety: responsive readings; dramatic interludes; the surprises children can
bring.
Coordinating worship leaders is a different task. As pastor, I am capable of leading all the worship components. Shaping them to be led by lay leaders is a different task. For those of you who have taught, it’s sort of like the
difference between writing a lesson plan for yourself and for a substitute.
More worship leaders = increased congregational participation. The
more worship is left to the solo pastor, the less the congregation becomes involved in worshipping. Increasing the number of worship leaders increases a
sense of the congregation worshipping.
Chairs. More accurately: seating. Many find the chairs in the basement uncomfortable, especially compared to the pews. On the other hand, many of
you like looking at people’s faces rather than the backs of heads.
(Continued on pg. 2)

Page 2

The Good News

Some like it, some don’t. Some of you have been vocal about not liking so many lay leaders. More
of you have expressed appreciation for the freshness lay leaders bring to worship. Some of you like
more contemporary music; some of you lament the loss of familiar hymns on the organ. Some of you
like seeing one another in worship; some of you find sitting in a circle distracting.
As we enter fall worship, I am going to try to capture the best practices. There’s going to be more
variety from week to week. Some weeks will be formal, with the choir in robes processing; other
weeks will be less formal, with the choir sitting in the congregation (which will help the sanctuary feel
more full). Some weeks the ensemble will open worship; some weeks I will open worship; some
weeks a lay leader will open. All of these are intended to help Lyonsville—first and foremost to worship God, secondly to be more aware of what happens in worship, and third to help you explain to an
incoming pastor what your hopes are in worship.
It’s a good time to be the church!

Date
3 Sept
Communion

Focus Scripture
Mat 9:35-10:23

10 Sept
Ord23A

Matthew 18:15-20

17 Sept
Ord24A
24 Sept
Ord25A
01 October
Worldwide
Communion

Matthew 18:21-35
TBA
Matthew 21:23-32

Themes
Calling & Sending Disciples: Called to
table, sent from table
Last Summertime Labyrinth Experience
• Gathering Sunday
• Return to Sanctuary
• Return of choir
• Return to Sunday School
•
Forgiveness &
accountability After Worship
• Ice Cream Social
• Coloring “Be The Church”
Forgiveness & power
Concluding 174th collection
Music Sunday
Thom on vacation
Confronting cultural power
Communion in pews

The Good News

Happy Birthday
Cali Fiandaca
Brianna Kulawiak
Michelle Pierson
Gail Helms
Carrie Molloy
Jerry Cihak
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(click here for birthday wishes)
9/1
9/1
9/3
9/9
9/9
9/12

Kathy Richel
10/1
Mikayla Bashor
10/2
Erika Wierdak
10/8
Lauren McSweeney 10/12
Jordan Taylor
10/12
Gabrielle Miller
10/13

Aleta Belletete
Doug Adams
Steven Van Der Stuyf
Jeanne Pierson
Justin Pondelick
Jacob Brocken

Braden Matthews
Ryan Snell
Donna Prather
Vivian Kringlie
Nolan Snell
Barbara Loehman

10/16
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/19
10/20

9/19
9/23
9/23
9/27
9/28
9/29

Travis Weaver
Steven Nunez
Laurie Tsukuno
Patti Haigh

Happy Anniversary
Rick & Dawn Snell

9/16

Ian & Keely Ann Hegner

10/27

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Marvin Davis
Jean Dawe
Jamie Hankus
Chuck Helms
Chuck Holloway

Mike Kelly
Barbara Loehman
Byron Loehman
Kathy Loehman
Jeanne Pierson

Marion Randolph
Beth Smidt
Dee Wallace

10/20
10/21
10/25
10/27
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Mark Your Calendars

Gathering Sundae
September 10, 2017

•

10:00 Worship
• Return to the Sanctuary
• Return of Choir
• Return to Sunday School
Fall theme “Gathering To Be The Church”

•

After Worship
• Ice Cream Sundaes
• Group coloring project
Coloring contests (with prizes!)

Our next labyrinth walk is scheduled for Saturday, October 14 from 4:00 to
6:00. Please join us for the meditative walk. It takes about 20 minutes.

CROP Walk 2017 will be held on Sunday, October 15th. Lyonsville will be putting together a team to walk and raise money for Church World Services. Lyonsville will receive a
portion of the money collected which will be used to buy food for our food pantry. Last year,
we received over $1,600.
We will gather at First Congregational Church of LaGrange
(100 6th Ave.). Registration is at 12:30 and the walk starts at 1:15,
and it is 3 miles. Please bring a canned food item to donate. There
is a break for bathrooms and water at the half way point.
You can register to walk or make a donation here:
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lagrangeil/Team/View/44562/
It’s not too early... To start thinking about our Harvest Home Turkey raffle. If you have
any new or like-new items that you could donate, we would greatly appreciate it. You can
drop things off in the church office. We will also be looking for people who would be willing
to put together some baskets. If you can help, please let Judy Birmingham know.
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Dear Nayna Byers and the parishioners of the Lyonsville
Congregational United Church of Christ,
Thank you very much for your generous donation of gift cards to
the Constance Morris House. Because of your thoughtfulness
we are better able to serve our clients at a time when their lives
are in turmoil. We are very grateful for all of you!
Warmly,
The Staff of the Constance Morris House.
Thank you to all who participated in the August mission project for The Night Ministry,
whether you provided money to purchase food, helped prepare the 80 lunches or went to
the site. The following people helped prepare lunch: Pastor Thom and Ronda, Marvin
Davis, Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Gail Helms, Nayna Byers, Wilma Mrazek and Laurie
Tsukuno. A special thank you to Wilma Marzek, Karen Oberg, Nayna Byers and Laurie
Tsukuno for distributing the meal at the site.
Thank you to Ronda Bower for bringing personal hygiene kits put together by the Girl
Scouts at the Northfield Community Church which were taken to The Night Ministry bus
for distribution.
Thank you to the following people who went to Feed My Starving Children on Saturday, August 5th: Doug Adams, Kaila Baker, Mike Baker, Chase Bashor, Sanna Bashor,
Judy Birmingham, Nayna Byers, Vivi Kringlie, Abby Kringlie, Mike Molloy, Wilma Mrazek,
Lacey Salvatori and Mia Salvatori. Together we packed 221 boxes for a total of 45,516
meals, which will feed 124 kids for a year! Great job!
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Thank you to Lyonsville members, friends, and supporters for contributing to the Church Women United school supply collection.
Through your generosity of donations, school supplies, and shopping Lyonsville donated $150 worth of school supplies, which were
dropped off at the Leadership Shop. Your kindness and generosity
is very much appreciated.
Thank you,
Wilma Mrazek

News from The Pews
PAUL PAVLUS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE September 17
The Pavlus Scholarship is a one-time award given to a deserving graduating senior or anyone
participating in a continuing education program such as college, trade school, vocational
school, or graduate school, and who has been a member attending Lyonsville Church on a
regular basis for a minimum of two years. Contact the church office or visit our church
website for an application. Applicants will also be asked to write a short essay.
Contact the church office for details.
KARAS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE September 17
The Karas Scholarship was set up by Shirley in memory of Ed, and is available to members
of Lyonsville Church or people confirmed here. Financial aid is available per school year, and
there is no limit on the number of years one applies. See our website or contact the
church office for details or to get an application. Applicants will also be asked to
write a short essay. Contact the church office for details.

UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORIES are available in the church office. We have stopped
placing them in the back of the sanctuary.
SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE E-Newsletter of the Illinois Conference of the United Church
of Christ by visiting their website at www.ilucc.org.
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
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174th Gifts
Since May we have been collecting a birthday present for
Lyonsville. Since it is the 174th anniversary of the congregation,
we’ve asked you to give to the general operating fund this summer with a symbolic $174.00 donation.
We are going to celebrate all these donations on Sunday September 17th. Of course, you can continue to give to this fund after the
17th—and donations can be made in smaller amounts or installments. Whatever you can give will be gratefully accepted. But we
will stop adding candles to our cake on the 17th.
We have envelopes with a birthday cake in the Narthex to use for
your donations, or write “174” in the memo line of your check. Please add Lyonsville Congregational
UCC to your prayers and prayerfully consider making this small gift for the sake of our worship community and the future of our church.
On behalf of the Leadership Council
Thank you, Doug Adams Stewardship Committee, Assistant Moderator

Fall Stewardship
Campaign
We’ll be focusing on
Stewardship on the Sundays
in October—8th, 15th, and
22nd. Look for information
coming to you soon.
Meanwhile, pray about your
2018 pledge, how you’ll
support the Ministries of
Lyonsville, and your hopes for
ministries with the incoming
pastor.
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News From Your Mission Board
In September we will continue purchasing items for Church World Service hygiene
kits. The items they request are:
-One hand towel measuring approximately 15″ x 28″ to 16″ x 32″ (no fingertip, bath, dish towel
or micro-fiber)
-One washcloth
-One wide-tooth comb removed from the
package
-One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the package
-One bath-size
bar of soap in the wrapper
-One toothbrush in the package
-Ten standard size
Band-Aids
Collection for Ponca Tribe - Byron Loehman and his daughter, Barbara, will be travelling to
Oklahoma at the end of September to visit their friends on the reservation. In 1800, the Ponca
tribe was forced to leave Nebraska and settled in Oklahoma.
They are a small tribe of Native American people who are trying to save their culture and language. The Loehman's have known these people for over twenty-five years. They have many
needs, share what they get and help each other, which is very nice. The Loehman's put together
seven food baskets which are given to widows and families. They also take one big food basket
to the men's dance. They include some things for children, and things that they can't buy, like
cleaning products, diabetic foods, candy for the kids, cake mixes and cookies. One woman was
very excited to get Oreo cookies.
One of our mission projects for September is to take up a collection to give to the Loehman's
when they go to Oklahoma so they can purchase some of the items for the baskets. Money will
be collected until Sunday, September 24th. Your donations are greatly appreciated.
Food Pantry Collection— During the month of September we
will be collecting cans of soup and vegetables for the Lyonsville
food pantry.

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on
Saturday, October 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15. We will meet at church to carpool at 7:45.
We also go every Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. (meet to carpool at 5:15). The GCFD,
Chicago’s food bank, is a non-profit food distribution and training center providing food for hungry people. The Food Depository distributes donated and purchased food through a network of
650 pantries, soup kitchens and shelters to 678,000 adults and children in Cook County every
year. They rely heavily on their volunteers to help repack bulk products, assemble boxes with
assorted food, check expiration dates, glean produce, etc. Participants must be at least 14 years
old. For more information go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy
Birmingham to sign up.

The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Please see our website
(Volunteer Opportunities post) or contact the church office for a link to their website where you
can easily do this.
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Join Us
MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian
Head Park. All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more
information contact Gene Martin.
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
September 2. They will also meet Saturday, October 7. All boomers
and their friends are invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more
information.

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS
We received the sad news about the passing of Tom Jansky. Tom passed
away August 14. Our thoughts and prayers are with Tom’s family and friends. A
service is being planned.
Our prayerful sympathy to the family and friends of James Casey. James was
father to (the late) Stephen Casey and was Patrick Ferguson’s father-in-law.
James passed away last August 8.

CONGREGATIONAL PROFILE
The congregational profile has been posted on the national website! Congratulations Pastoral
Search Team – this is a milestone to celebrate!
You can see the snapshot (a brief introduction to Lyonsville) by following this link:
http://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/fastdetails.aspx?
id=2669&KeepThis=false&TB_iframe=true&height=&width=
Thanks to the Pastoral Search Team for their ongoing work. Now that the Congregational Profile has been posted, they have begun receiving Ministerial Profiles. The next phase of their
work is to read these documents, prayerfully consider this applicants, and discern which candidates to interview. This is an important phase of the process, so your prayers supporting them
in this service are appreciated.

Contact Lyonsville

The Good News is
produced monthly, except
for a combined July/
August edition.
Please submit your
articles to
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.
The deadline for the
next issue is September
17.

Phone 708-246-1255
Email Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web at
www.lyonsvillechurch.org

Please return this form to update your contact information.
____ Please correct the information on the mailing label.
____ No thanks. Please remove from mailing list.
____

I prefer email delivery. Here’s my email address:
——————————————————————
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