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The first day of fall happened in late September. The first Sunday in November we change our clocks. We just had our first cold, grey, windy days of autumn. I just marked my 100th week of service (not counting vacations) with
Lyonsville.
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There are many ways to mark time, and many timely markers.
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The month of November holds a lot of time-markers. All Saints, remembering
those who have died in the previous year. (This year we will be reading ten
names.) Veteran’s day holds a similar civic role. Harvest Home Turkey Dinner
and Thanksgiving meals in our homes. White Bear has their dance, and the
calendar records weddings and anniversaries, birthdays and fundraisers.
We’ll continue to explore the history and legacies of the Protestant Reformation through our mid-week study with Burr Ridge UCC. A lot has happened in
500 years; this study is a quick review of the first one-hundred. It’s a reminder of how God has worked through those who lead us into faith.
The liturgical year concludes celebrating the Reign of Christ. Before heading
into the expectant promises of Advent we pause for hope-filled reminders. It’s
a transition, the farewell to one gospel’s hopes before stepping onto a new
pathway.
In between these varied events, God calls to us. In between the many invitations to come before God are instruction to “wait for the LORD— from now until forever from now!” (Psalm 131:3).
Many have asked about how long until the Pastoral Search Team presents a
candidate. I keep reminding you “It’s a process, not a timeline.” I recently
heard the range is between 6 weeks to 42 months. That said, I can tell you
the members of your team have been very busy, very diligent, and very faithful with their tasks. This is a matter where diligence meets waitfulness as
God’s spirit moves.
(Continued on pg. 2)
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And it is a reminder to be both diligent and waitful. How do you mark the events significant to your
soul? The hellos and goodbyes? The blessings received, gifts given, and cherished possessions released? How do you acknowledge opportunities no longer available—and new possibilities to pursue?
How we move through time demonstrates our hopes, our practices of faithfulness, and our preparedness to encounter God.
So reset your clock, plan to get a new calendar for the upcoming year, make time to wait for God,
and plan to be surprised by God’s sense of timing.
It’s a good time to be the church! - thom

Date

Scripture

Nov 5
All Saints Day

Rev 7:9-17
Matt 5:1-12

Nov 12
Ord 32

1 Thessalonians
2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46

Nov 19
Ord 33
Thanksgiving
Nov 26
Reign of Christ
Children’s Hymn:
Kumbaya

Matthew 25:14-30

Matthew 25:31-46

Theme
Blessed in
the
Company of
Saints
Rev. Dr.
James
Olsen,
Acting
Associate
Conference
Minister,
guest
preacher
Another
Parable
Seeking
Christ

Lay reader

Announcements /
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Happy Birthday
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(click here for birthday wishes)

Chase Bashor
Bob Haigh
Darrel Bashor
Jonathan Begy
Joe Wierdak
Susan Mueller
Beth Smidt

11/1
11/5
11/13
11/13
11/14
11/18
11/18

Lillian Mueller
Andrea Brocken
Rom Stevens
Peter Cook
Donnie Smith
Cherie Doria

11/19
11/20
11/20
11/27
11/27
11/30

Garrett Schwartz
David Woods
Olivia Servello
Patrick Ferguson

12/3
12/3
12/8
12/13

Jill von Trebra
Mary Ellis
Maria Korber
Ryan Brown

12/14
12/18
12/18
12/20

Robert Owen
Keely Ann Hegner
Laura Richel
Chris Korber

Happy Anniversary
Byron & Barbara Loehman

11/10

Bill and Dee Wallace
Bob and Patti Haigh
Bill Ressl and Penny Taylor
Mark and Kathy Richel

12/9
12/14
12/23
12/26

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Marvin Davis
Jean Dawe
Jamie Hankus
Chuck Helms
Chuck Holloway

Mike Kelly
Barbara Loehman
Byron Loehman
Kathy Loehman
Jeanne Pierson

Marion Randolph
Beth Smidt
Dee Wallace

12/23
12/24
12/24
12/25
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Mark Your Calendars
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED - World Community Day
Friday, November 3, 2017
Theme: "Kindling New Fires for Peace”
9:30 Bible Study
10:30 Service
St. James Lutheran Church, 5129 Wolf Road, Western Springs
For info, or if you are able to go, contact Wilma Mrazek.

St. James stocks a paper pantry, so please bring in a paper product before November 3.
WHITE BEAR DANCE—November 3 & 4. A mourners meal remembering those that passed
away in the last year will be the 3rd, and the dance will be the 4th.

All Saints Day will be observed Sunday, November 5.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS—November 5.
Fall back one hour.

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED will meet at BAKER'S SQUARE on La Grange Road on TUESDAY, November 7 from 7:00 am---11:00 pm. A COUPON IS NEEDED FOR 20% discount—
one coupon is needed for each check. Please see Wilma Mrazek for more information.

HARVEST HOME TURKEY DINNER
Saturday, November 11 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Carry Out available. Invite your friends and family.
TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW!
You may purchase tickets from Wilma Mrazek or the church office (708-246-1255).
We kindly ask that you purchase your tickets in advance of the dinner so that we
order the appropriate amount of food. Please signup to help.
Be sure to get a raffle ticket too!
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Thanksgiving Eve Service
Wednesday November 22
At Burr Ridge UCC
7 PM
Our annual shared service of Thanksgiving praise and prayer. Rev. Dr.
Thom Bower preaching.
Concerning Revelation
7:00 p.m. Wednesdays
Beginning November 29
At Burr Ridge UCC
Open-ended Bible studies are open ended reading and
discussion: each night we read a passage and then discuss
what we have heard.

Reformation Roots
Wednesday Nights, 7-8:30
At Burr Ridge UCC
This fall we mark the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. Come spend five weeks exploring the
foundations of our religious heritage
(1) 11 Oct: Medieval Christendom
(2) 25 Oct: Martin Luther’s Life & Thought (led by Gary)
(3) 1 Nov: Calvinists, Jesuits, and French Civil War
(4) 8 Nov: Zwingli & Communion Differences
(5)15 Nov: The English Reformation

Our next labyrinth walk is scheduled for Saturday, December 2 from
4:00 to 6:00. Please join us for the meditative walk. It takes about 20 minutes.

DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR THE HOLIDAYS will take place Sunday,
December 3 after worship. We will also have lunch.

Annual Reports are due 1/9/18 from all committees.
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News from The Pews
We are looking for people to donate homemade pies and
other baked goods for our Thanksgiving dinner. Signup sheets are
in the fellowship Hall.

Harvest Home Dinner Raffle Table - Raffle items for the Harvest Home Dinner raffle table are being collected by Judy Birmingham. Please bring your new or like-new items to the
church no later than Sunday, October 29th. Baskets will be assembled on Saturday, November 4th. The items may be raffled off separately or used as part of a gift basket.
There will be an additional Manna Fundraiser in November this year. Manna gift card order forms are in the Narthex. The orders will be due on November 4 and the will be distributed by November 11. The next Manna will be due December 3, and distributed December
10. THESE MAKE GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS. Please see Cindi Fiandaca for more information.
$ FOR CANS - You may be curious to find out what happens to the crushed cans that so many of us
bring to the church for recycling. It turns out that Gary Boxell's dad collects the cans each week
from our church, his home church (Western Springs Pres.), and the school where
his daughter is the principal, and takes them to be recycled. The money that he
gets is given to the Greater Chicago Food Depository and Maria Shelter, with a
portion coming back to Lyonsville. Gary said that this year only, a portion of the
money will be going to Cuban churches to help them reopen after being closed by
Castro. Last year, Gary's dad donated over $1,200 and about $125 of that came
from cans donated by Lyonsville.
Raffle Pre-Sales - 50 /50 Cash and Hand-Painted Chair - 50/50 cash and Hand-Painted Chair raffle
tickets are available for purchase prior to the turkey dinner. One raffle ticket costs $5.00 or 5 tickets
for $20.00. Barbara Loehman painted a wooden chair with four seasonal seats (winter, spring, summer, fall). Please try to sell some Raffle tickets and help to make our fund raiser a huge success! If
you are interested in selling tickets to your friends and family who may not be able to attend the dinner, please let Judy Birmingham know. She will provide the tickets and flyers to you.
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GUEST MINISTER NOVEMBER 12
Rev. Dr. James J. Olson - Acting Associate Conference Minister
The Rev. Dr. James J. Olson, OCC, is originally from the Boston
area, and was baptized and raised in

the UCC at First

Congregational
Church,
Randolph,
Massachusetts.
His
undergraduate degree is in Hospitality Administration from the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. He earned his M.Div at
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, the S.T.M. and
D.Min degrees from Boston University School of Theology. He has
also done academic work at Regent’s Park College, Oxford
University. Dr. Olson has served churches in Minnesota, Vermont,
Connecticut and here in Illinois. Additionally, he served as the Associate Dean of Religious life at
Marsh Chapel, and as a lecturer in the School of Theology, both at Boston University. Converting
his dissertation to a publishable work remains an unrealized goal.
He is a brother of the Order of Corpus Christi, a covenantal order within the United Church of
Christ rooted in the theology and ideals of the Mercersburg movement; a liturgical and
theological renewal movement of the late 19th c. in the German Reformed church, one of the
predecessor bodies of the UCC.
Dr. Olson serves as the president of his seminary Alumni association, and has served on the
board of the UCC Coalition for LGBT concerns. He has also served for most of his ordained life on
the Committee on Ministry in whichever Association he has served. Most recently, he has been
the co-chair of the clergy Fitness Review Response Team here in the Illinois Conference.
Dr. Olson is married to the Rev. Darrick D. Jackson, a Unitarian-Universalist minister who
currently serves as the Interim Associate Executive Director of the Unitarian Universalist
Minister’s Association, and as a member of the faculty at Meadville-Lombard School of Theology.
They live in the Edgewater neighborhood of Chicago, surrounded by a lot of dusty books, and
their two rescue cats. Dr. Olson enjoys cooking, classical and very early American jazz and bigband music. He sings regularly in a large concert choir in Chicago, and has performed with choirs
all over the world. He enjoys visiting his parents who still live in Massachusetts in the summer,
and Florida in the winter. He has one younger sister, and several nieces and nephews.
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News From Your Mission Board
Thanksgiving Food Baskets - The Mission Ministry will be putting together Thanksgiving baskets for our food pantry guests. We will be collecting boxes of instant potatoes, stuffing, canned
fruit, vegetables and cranberry sauce to go along with the turkey. Each meal costs approximately $30.00 and we plan to provide a meal to 20 families. If you would like to donate any of
these items or money to help purchase the food, please stop by the Mission Ministry table during coffee hour. We will be collecting food and money until Sunday, November 12th and plan to
give the food out the Saturday before Thanksgiving.
The ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR will be in December. More details to come.
Household items/clothing for Food Pantry - We have set up a few shelves to display
household items (pots, pans, small appliances, etc.) and a rod for clothing for items to be donated to our food pantry guests. They are welcome to take whatever they can use. Linda
Hankus is monitoring this and if an item sits too long, she takes them to the Good Will store. If
you have gently used household items or clothing that you would like to donate, please bring
them to church and give them to a member of the Mission Board or Linda
Hankus.
New Hats/Scarves/Gloves/Socks for the Night Ministry - Our November mission project is to again take up a collection for The Night Ministry. We
are looking for new hats, scarves, gloves and socks (for all ages). Please bring
your donation (either home made or store bought) to church by Sunday, December 19th. Thank you.
GOOD SAMARITAN FUND
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is used to
provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering envelopes in the
pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you for your generosity!

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just one hour. It is
on Sundays from 11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to
have two people there to help assist our guests/visitors during
this time. You just need to help restock any food dropped off,
check expiration dates, and help bag food. A sign-up sheet is in the fellowship hall.
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Thank you to all who helped make this year's CROP Hunger
Walk a success! Lyonsville had 7 walkers - Doug Adams, Judy
Birmingham, Thom Bower, Cindi Fiandaca, Chuck Helms, Byron
Loehman, and Cindy Schurig. Our team raised over
$1,900. Twenty-five percent of the money raised from this
Walk will be distributed among six local food pantries, Lyonsville
included. If you did not have a chance to donate, it's not too
late. You can do so by clicking on the link below.
www.crophungerwalk.org/lagrangeil/Team/View/44562/

Thank you to Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Cindi Fiandaca and Karen Oberg who volunteered at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on Saturday, October 21st. The 88
volunteers sorted and packed 254 cases of sweet potatoes, for a total of 10,160 lbs.

Join Us
MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian
Head Park. All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more
information contact Gene Martin.
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
November 4. They will also meet Saturday, December 2. All boomers
and their friends are invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more
information.

We are looking for people who can serve as Sunday Greeters and/or Coffee Hour
Hosts. If you can help, please sign up on the sheets in the Fellowship Hall or contact Sherry
Suomi.

Contact Lyonsville

The Good News is
produced monthly, except
for a combined July/
August edition.
Please submit your
articles to
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.
The deadline for the
next issue is November
19.

Phone 708-246-1255
Email Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web at
www.lyonsvillechurch.org
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