
November 19, 2017 
33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
10:00 A.M. 

 

A home for the Spiritual Journey 
 

It is a joy to have you with us for worship this morning!  No matter who 
you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

All are invited to join us after worship for refreshments in our Fellowship 
Hall.  If you are a visitor, please let us know if there is any way we can be of 
service to you. 

   
  GATHERING  

PRELUDE      Holy Manna    Dale Wood
    Penny Duke, guest organist 

 
WELCOMING WORDS1 

 
CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT #718, v. 1     
          Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP, based on Psalm 90:1-6,12 (CEB)   
        Doug Adams, lay reader 
If you are able, please rise as we call ourselves to worship. 

One: Lord, you have been our help, generation after generation. 
Many: Before the mountains were born, before you birthed the 

earth and the inhabited world — from forever in the past 
to forever in the future, you are God. 

One: You return people to dust, saying, “Go back, humans,” because in 
your perspective a thousand years are like yesterday past, like a 
short period during the night watch. 

Many: Before the mountains were born, before you birthed the 
earth and the inhabited world — from forever in the past 
to forever in the future, you are God. 

One: You sweep humans away like a dream, like grass that is renewed 
in the morning. True, in the morning it thrives, renewed, but come 
evening it withers, all dried up. 

   * Those who are able, please stand. 



Many: Before the mountains were born, before you birthed the 
earth and the inhabited world — from forever in the past to 
forever in the future, you are God. 

One: Teach us to number our days so we can have a wise heart. We come 
to you now in worship, seeking to be in your presence Lord. 

Many: Before the mountains were born, before you birthed the 
earth and the inhabited world — from forever in the past to 
forever in the future, you are God. 

 
*OPENING SONG  #718, v. 2,3 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

 
*OPENING PRAYER2 

Thank you, gracious Lord, for the hope in which we live – that despite 
the lack of peace and security in the world, we know that you offer us 
peace that surpasses our understanding. Bless us with confidence so 
we may be ambassadors of your love and caretakers of our sisters 
and brothers in Christ.  

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER (use the words most familiar to you) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

  
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
*CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS       Judy Birmingham 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PASTORAL SEARCH TEAM 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S VOICE 
SCRIPTURE READING (Pew Bible p. 34)    Matthew 25:14-30 (CEB) 
 
A TIME FOR QUIET REFLECTION TO DISCERN GOD’S CALLING  
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 



CHOIR ANTHEM   Sing to the Lord of the Harvest   Healy Willan 
 
MORNING REFLECTION     Rev. Dr. Thom Bower 
CONFESSION3 

One: There is a richness here – a gorgeous, flowing richness of 
unending abundance. But that doesn’t mean that it guides us. Our 
ways – within and beyond our control – speak of something 
different: of lack, of fear, of something other than an 
acknowledgement of God’s endless and beautiful river of grace. 

Many: But how do we step into that river? Do we step into it with 
trust? Do we trust the current of God’s generous gifts?  

One: Or do we run from the river? For when we run, when we turn 
away from God’s gifts in distrust, we lose the refreshment and joy 
of that richness… And something else reigns. 

Many: Then, what’s left?   
One: Now is the time – now is the time to consider just how we distrust 

God’s abundance. Now is the time – now is the time to begin 
something new. Now is the time – now is them time to trust … 
differently. 

A time for silent confession 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Let us pray: 
One: We haven’t always trusted, God. But now we do.   
Many: We acknowledge the richness of your blessings. We see 

your flowing river of love. And we wade into your grace. 
One: There is a richness – a richness that says “yes” – eternally – even 

in the face of our behavioral “no”s. There is a richness that 
penetrates distrust and offers so much more. This richness 
forgives and gives even more. 

Many: We know this forgiveness. And we thank you, God.  
 
9 VOICES WITH WORDS OF FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE4 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S PRESENCE 

A SONG #715  Now thank We All Our God 



CALL TO PRAYER 
  Joys and Concerns 

After a joy or concern is received, the lay leader will say 
“We are praying with you.” 

You are invited to respond by saying 
“We lift this prayer to God.” 

  Prayer Song #305   Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
  Lord, listen to your children praying, 
   send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

  Silent Prayer 
  Morning Prayer 

 
WORSHIPING GOD WITH THE GIVING OF OUR GIFTS 
Offering Invitation5 

One: Children of the light – richness and blessings are ours.  
Now, the time is ours – isn’t it exciting?   
Met by God in the holiness of this space, inspired by God’s word, 

God’s gifts, God’s love; encouraged by the presence and 
commitment of everyone else around us –  

Let’s do something! 
Many: Let’s try something new!   
One: We’ve given before, we’ve given to the church. Let’s keep giving. 

But let’s give something new. Maybe it means that we add a few 
dollars to our usual pledge. Maybe it means that we add a pledge 
of time that we haven’t included before. Maybe it means that we 
make a commitment of giving for the first time ever.  

Many: Now is the time to do something new about God’s 
abundant gifts to us. 

One: Let us give joyfully. Let us be so joyful that we even come forward 
to make our gifts, right here at the altar, right at the table of 
ultimate giving.   

Many: We come with our gifts! 
Offertory    Gigue     G. F. Handel 
*Doxology #47    Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 



*Prayer of Dedication6 

O God, here in this holy place we have made an offering, and what 
a delight it has been! We offer you gifts of ourselves, gifts of risk, 
gifts of newness, gifts of trust. We thank you for the chance to 
give, and pray that we and all whom our gifts bless will never be 
the same. Through our greatest gift, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 
DEPARTING TO SERVE 

*CLOSING SONG #717  Let All Things Now Living 
 

*SENDING FORTH7 

 
*SUNG RESPONSE #354  Seek Ye First 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
and God’s righteousness 
and all these things shall be added unto you 
Allelu, Alleluia 
 

POSTLUDE     Prelude in F Major    J. S. Bach 
 

++++++++++++++  

 

TODAY’S LAY READER is Doug Adams. 
 

THE GREETERS TODAY are ___________. 
 

THE FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOST is __________. 
 

THE FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS are __________. 
 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCMENTS are read by Judy Birmingham. 
 

Please welcome Penny Duke as our guest musician today! 



THIS WEEK AT LYONSVILLE 

SUNDAY 11/19 
 GOOD NEWS DEADLINE 
  10:00 a.m. Worship   
  6:00 p.m. WOPC  worship 
  6:00 p.m.  A.A. 
   
MONDAY 11/20 
   6:30 p.m. Aerobics 
 
TUESDAY 11/21 
  6:30 p.m. Windy City Hot Wheels 
 

WEDNESDAY 11/22 
  5:00 p.m. Irish Dancers 
  6:30 p.m. Aerobics 
  7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Worship  
  7:15 p.m. WOPC Bible Study 
 

THURSDAY 11/23 
   THANKSGIVING—OFFICE CLOSED 
 12:00 p.m. LG Men’s Club 
 
FRIDAY 11/24 
 
SATURDAY 11/25 
 
SUNDAY 11/26 
  10:00 a.m. Worship   
  6:00 p.m. WOPC  worship 
  6:00 p.m.  A.A. 

 OUR CHURCH STAFF    WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. Dr. Thom Bower, Interim Minister 
Gary Boxell, Administrative Assistant 
Nayna Byers, Moderator 

Michael Molloy, Choir Director 
 
 

 
Lyonsville Church is an Open and Affirming (ONA) congregation of the 
United Church of Christ.  
 
 
 

1Kaji S. Douša, “The Time of Richness: Service Prayers for the 23rd Sunday af-
ter Pentecost, November 19, 2017” Worship Ways (Cleveland: Local Church 
Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ; 2014). 
2Adapted from an idea in Minister’s Annual Manual, 2005. 
3“The Time of Richness”. 
4Adapted from an idea in Seasons of the Spirit, 2005. 
5Adapted from “The Time of Richness”. 
6Adapted from “The Time of Richness”. 
7Adapted from an idea in Seasons of the Spirit, 2005.  


