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Exploring 

Advent  

During Advent, the church reviews ancient promises as foundation for hope-
filled expectations.  

This Advent Lyonsville expresses expectation in a different way as a pastoral 
candidate is presented and potentially called. It is exciting to be on the edge 
of new ministry, of renewed vitality, of receiving new visions for being faithful. 

There will be days of challenge ahead—what era of the church has not faced 
challenge? Part of our Protestant heritage is the belief that being grounded in 
scripture and seeking to discern God’s will within congregational covenants, 
we will receive divinely-given gifts to meet these challenges, being trans-
formed and being part of greater transformations to manifest God’s reign in 
our life experiences. 

This is a good season to review what Angels say: 
Do not be afraid! 

Things are about to change. 
This affects you. 
God is in charge. 

God is with you. 

By now you have also received the news that I have submitted my resigna-
tion. My final Sunday with you will be 21 January. I made this discernment in 
October, before a pastoral candidate was named. There were numerous fac-
tors that I considered as I evaluated my ministry with you. 

You will hear me say this several times: I share your joy in receiving a pas-
toral candidate. I came to minister with you knowing I would be leaving after 
a short time. We now have a joyous season to share before my final Sunday. 

As we enter Advent to review prophecies of the messiah, to rediscover the 
promises of Jesus, to reclaim promises of Christ returning. We will rejoice to-
gether in the visions that draw us to the future where God’s love is known 
more completely. 
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Sunday Dec 3rd 10 AM: First Sunday of Advent: Hope We set the themes of expectation 
and discovery that will shape the Advent season. This service will include communion. 
After Worship join us for a soup lunch to begin our Hanging of the Greens Party. 

Sunday Dec 10th: Second Sunday of Advent: Peace We pray for peace in our world and 
peace in our lives. Let us imagine the Peace of Christ in our time! 

Sunday Dec 17th10 AM: Third Sunday of Advent: Joy This is our pageant Sunday! Come 
early to be assigned a role as we enact the Nativity story. Stay afterwards for brunch—
we’re expecting a visit from Santa Claus! 

Sunday Dec 24th 10 AM: Fourth Sunday of Advent: Love Our anticipation grows as we 
rejoice in God’s love. 

Sunday Dec 24th, 5 PM: Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols We will hear the scriptures read 
and sing familiar Christmas hymns. The service concludes in the glow of candlelight and 
singing Silent Night. Guest musicians: Jim Molina, Meg McGary, and Dave Benziger. 

Sunday Dec 31st : New Year’s Eve. As we welcome a new year, our guest preacher will be 
Rev. Inglis. 

Children’s Hymn: This Little Light of Mine 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS 

Our sympathies and prayers go out to the friends and family 
of Jeanne Pierson, who passed away October 25. Jeanne 
was a good friend of the church. 
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Happy Birthday   (click here for birthday wishes) 

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Marvin Davis 
Jean Dawe 

Jamie Hankus 
Chuck Helms 

Chuck Holloway 

Mike Kelly 
Barbara Loehman 

Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  

Marion Randolph 

Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

Bill and Dee Wallace     12/9 
Bob and Patti Haigh      12/14 
Bill Ressl and Penny Taylor    12/23 
Mark and Kathy Richel     12/26 
 
 

Garrett Schwartz 12/3 
David Woods  12/3 
Olivia Servello 12/8 
Patrick Ferguson 12/13 
Jill von Trebra 12/14  
Mary Ellis  12/18 

Maria Korber  12/18 
Ryan Brown  12/20 
Robert Owen  12/23 
Keely Ann Hegner 12/24 
Laura Richel  12/24 
Chris Korber  12/25 

 

Morgan Mills  1/19 
Marjie Snyder 1/27 
Ryan Ferguson 1/26 

Evan Stanley  1/28 
Glenda Weaver 1/29 
Carol Kruse  1/30 

George Haigh 1/31 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


Mark Your Calendars 
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Annual Reports are due 1/9/18 from all committees. 

DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR THE HOLIDAYS will take place 
Sunday, December 3 after worship.  We will also have lunch.   

Pageant Sunday—December 17. Come early to be assigned a 
role in our Christmas pageant as we enact the Nativity story. Then 
stay for brunch—we hear Santa may be there! 

Christmas eve lessons and carols—
December 24. We will hear the scriptures read 
and sing familiar Christmas hymns. The service 
concludes in the glow of candlelight and singing 
Silent Night. 5:00 p.m. 

Advent Bible Study: Revelation! 
Wednesdays (Nov 29, Dec 6, 13, 20) 7 PM at Burr Ridge UCC, led by Rev. Gary 

Faleide We’re getting into the book of Revelation—good for advent expectations! This is 
discussion based, so come any time to join our exploration.  

Labyrinth Walk: Saturday Dec 9th, 4 PM Experience a time of 
peace in this busy holiday season with a walk through  our 
candlelit labyrinth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1
https://www.brucc.org/
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Thanks to everyone for supporting our Turkey Dinner: both 
your participation and generosity. Thanks also for all who vol-
unteered and made this event successful. 140 meals were 
served. 

Thank you to the following people who helped make the Raffle Tables a huge success: for 
helping to put the baskets together:  Doug Adams, Nayna Byers, Wilma Mrazek, Ciindi Fian-
daca, Judy Petersen (Cindi's mom), Karen Oberg, Kathy Richel, Rosemary Klitchman for 
making all the beautiful bows, for selling raffle tickets:  Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, 
Maddy Holloway, and her friend Cassie Cranshaw, Jerry Cihak, Rosemary Klitchman and 
Barbara Loehman, and to Maddy, Cassie, Vivian Kringlie and Abby Kringle for their help in 
distributing the items to the winners. A special thank you to our M.C. for the night, Tom 
McSweeney. 

We raised a total of $1,314 on the three raffles. A special thank you to Barbara Loehman 
for the donation of the beautiful four-season hand-painted chair, which was won by Nayna 
Byers.  Doug Adams was the winner of the 50/50 cash raffle. A special thank you to every-
one who donated an item, gift card, or put together a basket or items for the raffle. We 
also want to thank the following local businesses for their donation: the LaGrange Theatre, 
Willow Hills Restaurant, quiltfabric.com, and Wolf's Head Restaurant. 

ON LINE GIVING 
You can now make donations to the church on line! 

Click on the Face Book post about making donations, 
Or 

Click on the Donate tab at the top of our website.  
Choose from one of the suggested amounts, or click the Amount button to enter your 
own. Make a one-time donation, or a recurring one (e.g. pledges).  
There is a Note field if you would like to have your donation used for a special  purpose, 
such as a memorial, a fund raiser, an Easter gift, etc. 

https://lyonsvillechurch.org/donate/
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    News from The Pews 

Manna gift card order forms are in the Narthex. The orders will be due on December 
3 and the will be distributed by December 10. THESE MAKE GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 
Please see Cindi Fiandaca for more information. You can print an order form from our web-
site too. 

 
 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS ORDER FORM 
 

 You may place your order for flowers during fellowship time on Sunday,  December 3,   
December 10 and December 17. You will be able to take your plant home after service on   
Christmas Eve - your name will be on your plant(s) to ensure that everyone receives what they 
ordered.  Your completed order form (and check or cash) should be given to  Judy Birmingham.  
Thank you. 

 

 

 COLOR (red/white/

pink) 

PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL AMT. 

POINSETTIA 

(6 1/2”) 

  $13.50     

NAME: 

TOTAL PAID: 

UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORIES are available in the church office. We have stopped 
placing them in the back of the sanctuary. 

UCC Roots 
About twice a month you’ll get email about UCC heritage and history. 

http://www.ucc.org/ucc_roots_sign_up?
utm_campaign=aug16_roots&utm_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist 

https://lyonsvillechurch.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/manna-december2017.pdf
https://lyonsvillechurch.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/manna-december2017.pdf
https://lyonsvillechurch.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2017-poinsettia1.png
http://www.ucc.org/ucc_roots_sign_up?utm_campaign=aug16_roots&utm_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist
http://www.ucc.org/ucc_roots_sign_up?utm_campaign=aug16_roots&utm_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist
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   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at 
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian 
Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  

 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,           
December 2. They will also meet Saturday, January 6. All boomers 
and their friends are invited.  Contact Judy Birmingham for more  
information. 
 

The Pastoral Search Team has presented a pastoral candidate to Leadership 
Council, who has voted to present the candidate to the congregation. That candi-
date is Sean Weston. Information from the Pastoral Search Team about Sean can 
be requested from the church office. 
  
We have three special opportunities to gather in joy as the Body of Christ – what 
a privilege! 
  

1. A special Congregational Gathering will take place Saturday December 9th 
an informal gathering to meet Sean Weston. We’ll start serving pizza around 
6:00 pm. 
2. Sean will lead worship on Sunday Dec 10th at 10:00.  
3. A called congregational meeting will follow worship on Sunday, December 
10 immediately after the service (approximately 11 AM). Following the meet-
ing there will be a special coffee hour. 

  
The congregational meeting has a single agenda item: to vote to approve the call 
agreement extended to Sean.  The call agreement comes to the congregation as 
a motion made by the Pastoral Search Team, seconded by Council. That means 
we will move into discussing the motion. 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
https://lyonsvillechurch.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/search-team-letter-seans-bio-smw-edits-nov-2017.pdf
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News From Your Mission Board 

Household items/clothing for Food Pantry - We have set up a few shelves to display 
household items (pots, pans, small appliances, etc.) and a rod for clothing for items to be do-
nated to our food pantry guests.  They are welcome to take whatever they can use.  Linda 
Hankus is monitoring this and if an item sits too long, she takes them to the Good Will store.  If 
you have gently used household items or clothing that you would like to donate, please bring 
them to church and give them to a member of the Mission Board or Linda Hankus. 

New Hats/Scarves/Gloves/Socks for the Night Ministry - Our 
December mission project is to again take up a collection for The Night 
Ministry. We are looking for new hats, scarves, gloves and socks (for all 
ages). Please bring your donation (either home made or store bought) 
to church by Sunday, December 19th. Thank you. 

Alternative Gift Fair 
It is time once again for our Christmas Alternative Gift Fair.  This event is a great way to remem-
ber someone at the holidays by supporting a charity, rather than giving a gift the receiver may 
not want or need.  By supporting these organizations, you are making a difference in the world 
by empowering people in crisis, feeding the hungry, and building peace in our local and global 
communities.  You will also be able to  purchase equal exchange fair trade items such as coffee, 
tea, cocoa, chocolate bars and nuts.  This year, the gift fair will be open after service on Sundays 
12/3, 12/10, and 12/17.  An order form is included in this newsletter and will be available in the 
Sunday bulletins and at the fair in West Fellowship Hall.  The organizations we are supporting 
this year are (1) Adopt-a-Family ( to help a family or families in need from our church family, or 
in the community); (2) Veterans of the Cross Christmas Fund (To help Clergy and lay church em-
ployees who are in financial crisis); (3) The Leader Shop (assisting youth in the community), 
and; (4) White Bear Society (assisting Native Americans). As relates to Adopt-a-family, if you are 
aware of anyone in our own church, a food pantry patron, or someone in the community who 
needs help this holiday season, please let Nayna Byers or Judy Birmingham know.  This informa-
tion is kept confidential. 

Thank you in advance for your support of this mission event. 
 
 Your Mission Board 

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just one hour. It is on       
Sundays from 11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two peo-
ple there to help assist our guests/visitors during this time. You just need 
to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration dates, and help bag 
food. Please contact Karen Oberg or anyone on the Mission Ministry Board 
for December and January dates. 

https://www.thenightministry.org/
https://lyonsvillechurch.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/2017-altgiftfair.jpg
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LYONSVILLE ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR 

DECEMBER 3, 10, 17, 2017 
 

Purchaser Name__________________________________________ 
 

Date____________________________________________________ 

 
Purchase a special gift that will benefit someone in need in our community, in the United States, or in our world.       
Alternative gifts empower people in crisis, feed the hungry, and build peace in our global community.  Whether you 
choose to give monies to help local or global missions or help farmers earn a fair price for their coffee, tea, nuts, or 
chocolate, a gift as little as $5 can begin to make a difference.  Thank you for supporting this holiday project. 
 
Lyonsville Alternative Gifts Choices: 

         Amount $ 
 1.   Adopt-A-Family (Local Mission)     ________ 

 2.  Veterans of the Cross Christmas Fund    ________ 
       3.   The Leader Shop              ________  

       4.   White Bear Society      ________ 

 
EQUAL EXCHANGE & FAIR TRADE COFFEE AND TEA 

_____Organic Breakfast Blend ( Drip Grind) @ $7.00/12 0z.bag 
_____Organic French Roast (Drip Grind, @$7.00/12 oz.bag 

_____Organic Decaf French Roast (Drip Grind) @8.00/12 oz.bag 
_____Organic Mind, Body, and Soul (Drip Grind) @$7.00/12oz. bag 

 

_____Organic English Breakfast Tea @$3.25/box of 20 tea bags 
_____Organic Darjieling Tea @$3.25/box of 20 tea bags 

_____Organic Black Tea@$3.25/box of 20 tea bags 
_____Organic Green Tea @ $3.25/box of 20 tea bags 

_____Organic Jasmine Green Tea @ $3.25/box of 20 tea bags  

 
CHOCOLATE PRODUCTS 

_____Organic Dark Chocolate With Almonds (55% cacao, 2.8 oz) @ $3.00/bar 
_____Organic Very Dark Chocolate (71% cacao, 2.8 oz) @$3.00/bar 

_____Organic Milk Chocolate (43% cacao, 2.8  oz) @ $3.00/bar 

_____Organic Mint Dark Chocolate (67% cacao, 2.8  oz) @ $3.00/bar 
_____Organic Orange Dark Chocolate (65% cacao, 2.8  oz) @ $3.00/bar 

_____Organic Milk Chocolate Caramel Crunch with Sea Salt (43% cacao, 2.8  oz) @ $3.00/bar 
 

_____Organic Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips (55% cacao, 10oz bag) @ $4.00/bag 
 

_____Organic Hot Cocoa Mix @ $6.00/12 oz can 

_____Organic Dark Hot Cocoa Mix @ $6.00/12 oz can 
 

NUTS  
_____Organic Natural Almonds (8 oz bag) @$7.00/bag  

_____Organic Natural Cashews (8 oz bag) @ $6.50/bag 

 
TOTAL_____________      ________CASH     OR     ________CHECK 

 
 
The Mission Board is appreciative of your generous support.  Thank you. 
 
 



6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good News is  
produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is December 

17. 


