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“So Long,  
And Thanks For  

All The Fish” 

I am a fan of author Douglas Adams (not the Lyonsville member—although I 
am a fan of his, too, in different ways). The fourth of five books in his Hitch-
hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy trilogy (yes, those numbers are right—part of Ad-
ams’ humor) is titled So Long, And Thanks For All The Fish. Just before the 
Earth is destroyed, the most intelligent creatures on the planet—the dolphins 
and the white mice (both of whom have been conducting elaborate psycho-
logical experiments on humans)— leave the planet; the dolphins are kind 
enough to leave a message: “So long, and thanks for all the fish.” It has be-
come a catchphrase among Adam’s fans as a way of saying, well, farewell and 
thanks. 

Although it seems too early to say goodbye, this is my final Good News col-
umn, so it seems appropriate to say “So Long, and Thanks.” You have gra-
ciously permitted me to continue learning the skills of ministry, particularly 
transitional ministry. Any change is difficult, and yet as a congregation you are 
moving forward toward substantive changes that I believe will lead you to be-
ing a healthy, vital, and lively congregation. While this interim period between 
called and settled pastors concludes, your work of engaging transformation 
will continue. 

As for the fish … I think the first Christian symbol I understood—after the 
cross—was the fish. Used by early Christians as a sign of fellowship, the fish 
has come to represent discipleship. With you I have seen many signs of disci-
pleship. Those many signs feed my spirit in ways that allow me to continue in 
ministry, to seek wisdom, and to more diligently strive to be a disciple of 
Christ in my own life. 

Among the many things for which I owe you thanks, the greatest is perhaps 
renewal along my own spiritual journey. Long ago I accepted that I am some-
thing of a hitchhiker, a nomadic vagabond journeying between congregations 
and ministries. Shoes and backpacks are significant symbols of my ministerial 
life. It is time for me to move along, and I go with tremendous memories of 
the time and journey spent with you. May you fare well, and thanks once 
again. 

 

    (Continued on pg. 2) 
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OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS 

We recently learned the sad news that Jean Dawe passed away October 2. 
Our thoughts and prayers our with Jean’s friends and family. 

January 7th: Epiphany Sunday The magi arrive, and light is spread to the world. This service 
will include communion. Focus Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12. 

After worship, stay for the unadorning of the church as we remove the holiday greens. 

January 14th: Baptism of Christ / Martin Luther King Jr. Weekend The combination of 
Christ’s baptism and entrance into ministry and remembering Dr. King call us to reconsider our 
faithful role in social justice.   Focus Scripture: Mark 1:4-11.  

January 21st: Jonah arrives at Nineveh. Jesus calls Disciples. Thom concludes his ministry at 
Lyonsville. Focus Scriptures:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Mark 1:14-20. After Worship we will have 
an expanded coffee hour to wish Thom farewell. 

 
January 28th: Worship—Congregational Meeting—Brunch combined together making our 

business and community acts of worship and praise, bringing our prayers and hymns into our 
business and relationships. Bring your potluck brunch items so we can begin worship and 
meeting at 10:00 with hopes to be done before noon. 

 
February 4th: We welcome Rev. Sean Weston as our pastor and teacher for his first 

communion service at Lyonsville. 

Children’s Hymn: Give Me Oil In My Lamp  

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/jean-dawe-obituary?pid=187174588&view=guestbook
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:4-11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+3%3A1-5%2CJonah+3%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:14-20
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Happy Birthday    (click here for birthday wishes)  

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Marvin Davis 
Jamie Hankus 

Chuck Helms 
Chuck Holloway 

Mike Kelly 

Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 

Kathy Loehman  
Marion Randolph 

Beth Smidt  

Dee Wallace 

Morgan Mills  1/19 
Marjie Snyder 1/27 
Ryan Ferguson 1/26 
Evan Stanley  1/28 

Glenda Weaver 1/29 
Carol Kruse  1/30 
George Haigh 1/31 
 

Gary Cihak  2/06 
Jorja Hegner  2/08 
Don Pondelick 2/12 
Bill Wallace  2/12 
Dee Wallace  2/13    
Mark Richel  2/14 

Joseph Wierdak  2/14 
Catherine Salvatori  2/18 
Kaila Baker   2/20 
Natalie Mikat-Stevens 2/23 
Renee Richel            2/23 
 

There are no anniversaries this month, or in February. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


Mark Your Calendars 
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Annual Reports are due 1/9/18 from all committees. 

Help us undecorated the church Sunday, January 7 after worship. 

Congregational Meeting—Sunday, January 28 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
Annual Brunch/Meeting 

Friday, January 19, 2018 at 9:30 a.m. 
First Presbyterian Church of La Grange 

150 S. Ashland Ave. 
$7.00 donation 

Program: Kindling New Fires For Peace 
CWU donates $150 to Lyonsville Food Pantry, so please support their activities. 
See Wilma for tickets. 

VALENTINE’S PANCAKE BREAKFAST is planned for Saturday morn-
ing, February 10.  Watch for more details to come. 

Pastor Thom Bower’s last Sunday with us 
- January 21. 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL will meet on Tuesday, January 9, 7:15 p.m. 

Pastor Sean Weston’s first Sunday 
with us—February 4. 

http://www.churchwomen.org/
https://www.fpclg.org/
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Thank you to those who submitted a Manna order in Decem-
ber.  It’s appreciated and is making a difference – we made 
$269.20 for Lyonsville Church.  The next deadline is June 3, 
2018.  We look forward to your continued participation in this 
important fundraiser for our Church, and thanks again for your 
order! 

Thank you to all who purchased poinsettias, which will decorate our altar for the Christ-
mas Eve service. 

Thank you to all who donated hats/scarves/gloves/socks for The Night Ministry. We will 
be taking them to the Night Ministry in January. 

Many thanks to all who helped to make a wonderful Advent Sunday on 12/17. The pag-
eant was great, so thanks to teachers, kids, and other participants who helped to tell the 
story. Thanks to all who brought food, set up and cleaned up at the brunch. And, of course, 
thank you to our own Santa Claus!! Merry Christmas to all! 

Thank you to all who participated in the Alternative Gift Fair by purchasing fair trade prod-
uct and making a donation to one or all of the four organizations. 
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    News from The Pews 

Social Media 

Exciting things are happening at Lyonsville! The coming of a new pastor, Christmas Eve, Alter-
native Gift Fair, and other noteworthy events! Let's spread the word in as many ways as possi-
ble! Facebook is an excellent tool in showing the world about your vibrant ministry. It also pro-
vides an amazing sense of history as you can see a timeline of events both in picture, word, 
and video!!  

Here is how you can help: take pictures and send them to Jim Molina. If you wish to say any-
thing about the event, then write something about your experience. I will be sure to post on 
Facebook so anyone interested in knowing more about Lyonsville will get a very good repre-
sentation. 

Thank you, 
Jim Molina 
Social Media 

Bible Study: Revelation! 
Wednesdays 7 PM at Burr Ridge UCC, led by Rev. Gary Faleide  

This bible study continues (probably through Lent). Each session is open-ended and 
discussion-based, so feel free to join the exploration at any time! 

Have You Tried 
The UCC’s 

Daily Devotional? 
Written by the Stillspeaking Writer’s Group 

Delivered every day to your email 
Free! 

To sign up, go to www.ucc.org/daily_devotional 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE E-Newsletter of the Illinois Conference of the United Church 
of Christ by visiting their website at www.ilucc.org. 

https://www.brucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
http://www.ilucc.org
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   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at 
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian 
Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  

 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,           
January 6. They will also meet Saturday, February 3. All boomers 
and their friends are invited.  Contact Judy Birmingham for more  
information. 
 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LyonsvilleChurch/
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News From Your Mission Board 

Household items/clothing for Food Pantry - We have set up a few shelves to display 
household items (pots, pans, small appliances, etc.) and a rod for clothing for items to be do-
nated to our food pantry guests.  They are welcome to take whatever they can use.  Linda 
Hankus is monitoring this and if an item sits too long, she takes them to the Good Will store.  If 
you have gently used household items or clothing that you would like to donate, please bring 
them to church and give them to a member of the Mission Board or Linda Hankus. 

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just one hour. It is on       
Sundays from 11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two peo-
ple there to help assist our guests/visitors during this time. You just need 
to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration dates, and help bag 
food. Please contact Karen Oberg or anyone on the Mission Ministry Board 
for January and February dates. 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on Satur-
day, January 20, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We also go every Wednesday from 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m. For more information go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or 
Judy Birmingham to sign up. The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. 
Please see our website (Volunteer Opportunities post) or contact the church office for a link to 
their website where you can easily do this. 

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House 
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House.  We will 
have a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have any 
questions please see Cindi Fiandaca. 

Box Tops for Education 
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne 
School.  Collecting Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash.  
It’s easy to find Box Tops (a list will be by the collection box). In 
fact, you may have some in your home right now.  All you have to 
do is clip the Box Tops from your favorite products and put them in 
the collection container located in the fellowship hall.  If you have 
any questions please see a member of the Mission Board. 

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org
https://www.rmhc.org/
https://www.byrnecps.org/
https://www.byrnecps.org/
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Lyonsville is proud to announce the calling of Pastor Sean Weston.  
A candidating weekend was held on December 9 and 10, 2017.  Sean con-
ducted the worship service with the assistance of lay persons.  Following the 
service, a congregational meeting was held to hear a detailed report from the 
Search Committee, the terms of the Call Agreement were discussed and the 
members voted on the recommendation to call Sean Weston as our new Pastor. 
 
Sean will be ordained by the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference of the UCC on Janu-
ary 28, 2018. He recently completed his Master of Divinity coursework at Cen-
tral Seminary in Kansas City. His journey has taken him to many unique places 
and ministry settings, from community organizing in Lawrence, Kansas, to New 
York City where he began his seminary journey, to Onaga, Kansas, where he 
served a small UCC church as part-time pastor. He has provided active leader-
ship in his Conference and the national setting of the UCC, as well as in ecu-
menical and interfaith organizations. 
 
Sean completed undergraduate studies at the University of Kansas, where he 
earned a B.A. in American Studies. He is a long-time member of First Congre-
gational UCC of Manhattan, Kansas. When not engaged in ministry, Sean en-
joys reading, music, backpacking trips in the wilderness, and spending time 
with loved ones. His boyfriend, David, is a PhD student in Mathematics at Kan-
sas State University. 
 
We believe Sean will bring many gifts to our church.  He is wise, mature, a 
strong preacher and possesses a compassionate spirit. Sean will start with us 
on Tuesday, January 30, 2018. 
 
We believe that God has led us to this exciting moment in our ministry…and so 
does Sean.  We look forward to growing together as a faith community, serving 
others and proclaiming the good news of God’s love. Thank you for the privi-
lege you have given us. 
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The Good News is  
produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is January 

21. 


