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In August, I pulled up the listing for Lyonsville Congregational United
Church of Christ. Wanting to see what God might be doing, I had my ministerial profile sent to the search committee. Exactly one week later, I got an
email from Judy Birmingham asking if I would be interested in a phone interview with the Search Committee. Fast forward to December, after a few
months, plane trips, and countless phone calls and emails. With joy and excitement, I accepted the call to serve as your pastor and teacher.
It’s sometimes hard to know what God is up to – I’m sure each of
you know this. Yet, throughout that whole process, I felt God’s gracious
presence guiding me to Lyonsville. I am particularly grateful to your Search
Committee, which worked so hard to bring us to this moment. Hopefully
you believe, as I do, that God has brought us together for ministry.
Ministry is about relationship. One of my top goals, then, is to get to
know you – those with whom I am sharing this journey. I hope to hear
about your lives and stories, your interests and passions, your joys and
fears. I want to hear what brings you to Lyonsville and your hopes for the
congregation. I hope that each of you will take the time to sit down with
me, one-on-one, over the next few months.
There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board outside the office with
about 50 slots available. You can sign up directly, or by calling the church
office. Just select a time and tell me where you want to meet. I’ll meet
wherever you like, as long as it’s not too far from the church (let’s say a 15
or so minute drive). If none of the available times work, please contact me
directly and we’ll work something out.
I look forward to building and deepening relationships with each of
you. There is no “typical” week for a pastor, but I will generally be in the
office or out in the community Monday through Wednesday. Thursdays will
be reserved for sermon preparation and study, which I generally do off site.
Friday and Saturday are my days off. You can reach me on my cell phone
(call or text) and my email. I’m also happy to connect with you on Facebook. Just search for Sean Weston or visit facebook.com/weston.sean.
(Continued on pg. 2)
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On February 14, we will begin Lent by hosting an Ash Wednesday service with Burr Ridge
UCC. As we begin our new relationship as pastor and congregation, I invite you to join us for a
Lenten series focused on relationship. More information about that sermon series is in this newsletter (“Worship Opportunities” section—pg. 9).
Lastly but most important, know that I am holding you each in prayer as we begin our ministry together. Please pray for me, too, that I might serve faithfully.
Grace & Peace,

Pastor Sean

Thank you to our volunteers: Bruce Cady, Marianne Johnson, Cindi Fiandaca, Laurie Tsukuno, Ali Benis and Ashley
Boyer for helping out on Saturday, January 20th at the
Greater Chicago Food Depository. They helped bag, box, label, and palletize 2,988 bags (8,964 pounds) of rice for distribution.

Thank you to Chris Korber for a gift card to Card Frenzy to purchase greeting cards for
Pastoral Care.

Thank you to our Interim Pastor, Thom Bower, for your work with Lyonsville to prepare us
for our future as we welcome a settled pastor and continue to move on to the business of
being the church. We wish you well on your journey to your next call. Shalom our friend.
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Happy Birthday

(click here for birthday wishes)

Gary Cihak
Jorja Hegner
Don Pondelick
Bill Wallace
Dee Wallace

Stephanie Corlett
Gwyneth Hegner
Seth Hegner
Laura Cady
Ian Miller
Marsha Smith
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2/06
2/08
2/12
2/12
2/13

Mark Richel
Joseph Wierdak
Catherine Salvatori
Kaila Baker
Natalie Mikat-Stevens
Renee Richel

3/01
3/05
3/05
3/06
3/07
3/10

2/14
2/14
2/18
2/20
2/23
2/23

Gene Martin
Sherry Suomi
Maddy Cihak
Steven Smith
Evan Brocken
Eric Woods

3/11
3/12
3/13
3/15
3/20
3/29

Happy Anniversary
Steven and Andrea Brocken

3/21

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Marvin Davis
Jamie Hankus
Chuck Helms
Chuck Holloway
Mike Kelly

Barbara Loehman
Byron Loehman
Kathy Loehman
Marion Randolph
Beth Smidt

Dee Wallace
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Mark Your Calendars

Pastor Sean Weston’s first Sunday
with us—February 4.

VALENTINE’S PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 10 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. Tickets are $8 for
adults; $5 for children age 5-12; children age 4 and under are free.

Calling all bakers... Please bake some goodies (cookies, brownies,
bars or cupcakes) for our Annual Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale on
Saturday, February 10. Drop off your donation on Friday, the 9th,
between 1:00 and 4:00. Please bring your items on a plate.

Contact Wilma Mrazek or Cindi Fiandaca if you have any questions.

Celebrate the season of Lent with a peaceful walk around our labyrinth
February 17 from 4:00 to 6:00.
We can always use volunteers to help with setup!

THE MASCOUTIN SOCIETY invites you to our Winter Social Dance held at the Lyonsville Congregational Church on February 24, at 4:00 pm. We have a fun evening
planned with some great singers coming. Dinner will be at 5:00 (donations welcome) and
dancing will start at 6:00 that will include intertribal dancing, cake walks, and surprises.
We will also be having a 50/50 raffle, and raffles with some very nice quality items. Hope
you can make it, and bring a friend!
The Mascoutin Society of Chicagoland is a non-profit organization with the purpose of promoting Native Cultures. The Mascoutin Society aids Native American students with scholarships and families with its family aid program. The Society also contributes to local and national Native American organizations. Each summer the Society sponsors the O-Sa-Wan
Pow Wow in the Chicagoland area. If interested, please come to one of our meetings held
every 2nd Tuesday of each month in the West Fellowship hall at 7:00 p.m.
Kids are welcome! It’s fun.
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Church Women United
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
March 2, 2018
Theme: “ALL GODS CREATION IS VERY GOOD!”
Bible Study 9:30, Celebration 10:30
All Saints Episcopal Church. 4370 Woodland Avenue, Western Springs
Contact Wilma if interested, or for questions.

Welcome Pastor Sean Weston
Please join Lyonsville UCC in welcoming our new pastor, Sean Weston. Pastor
Sean arrived on January 30th. His first service will be on February 4th at
10:00am.
We believe Sean will bring many gifts to our church. We believe that God has
led us to this exciting moment in our ministry…and so does Sean. We look forward to growing together as a faith community, serving others and proclaiming
the good news of God’s love.
More about Sean - Sean was ordained by the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference of
the UCC on January 28, 2018. He recently completed his Master of Divinity
coursework at Central Seminary in Kansas City. His journey has taken him to
many unique places and ministry settings, from community organizing in Lawrence, Kansas, to New York City where he began his seminary journey, to
Onaga, Kansas, where he served a small UCC church as part-time pastor. He
has provided active leader-ship in his Conference and the national setting of
the UCC, as well as in ecumenical and interfaith organizations.
Sean completed undergraduate studies at the University of Kansas, where he
earned a B.A. in American Studies. He is a long-time member of First Congregational UCC of Manhattan, Kansas. When not engaged in ministry, Sean enjoys reading, music, backpacking trips in the wilderness, and spending time
with loved ones. His boyfriend, David, is a PhD student in Mathematics at Kansas State University.
Thank you for the privilege you have given us.
Cindi Fiandaca
Chair, Search Committee
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News from The Pews
Social Media
Exciting things are happening at Lyonsville! The coming of a new pastor, Christmas Eve, Alternative Gift Fair, and other noteworthy events! Let's spread the word in as many ways as possible! Facebook is an excellent tool in showing the world about your vibrant ministry. It also provides an amazing sense of history as you can see a timeline of events both in picture, word,
and video!!
Here is how you can help: take pictures and send them to Jim Molina. If you wish to say anything about the event, then write something about your experience. I will be sure to post on
Facebook so anyone interested in knowing more about Lyonsville will get a very good representation.
Thank you,
Jim Molina
Social Media

Bible Study: Revelation!
Wednesdays 7 PM at Burr Ridge UCC, led by Rev. Gary Faleide
This bible study continues (probably through Lent). Each session is open-ended and
discussion-based, so feel free to join the exploration at any time!
Have You Tried
The UCC’s
Daily Devotional?
Written by the Stillspeaking Writer’s Group
Delivered every day to your email
Free!
To sign up, go to www.ucc.org/daily_devotional

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE E-Newsletter of the Illinois Conference of the United Church
of Christ by visiting their website at www.ilucc.org.
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORIES are available in the church office. We have stopped
placing them in the back of the sanctuary.
LAY READERS AND COMMUNION SERVERS NEEDED. The
Worship and Spiritual Growth Ministry Board is asking for volunteers to
offer their services as either a Lay Reader or Communion Server. If you
have never done either of these before, please give it a try! If you can
help or have questions, contact Wilma Mrazek. Thank you to those who
already help in these areas on a regular basis!

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is used to
provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering envelopes in the
pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you for your generosity!

Join Us
MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian
Head Park. All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more
information contact Byron Loehman.
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
February 3. They will also meet Saturday, March 3. All boomers and
their friends are invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more
information.
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News From Your Mission Board
In the month of February, the Mission Board will be
collecting white paper products (toilet paper and paper towels) for the Lyonsville food pantry. Thank you for
your continued support of this mission.

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY Please come join
us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on Saturday, February
17, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We also go every Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. For more
information go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy Birmingham to
sign up. The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Registration
Link: https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?
section=indGpRegistrations&action=profile_conditional&fwID=14341 . Please see our website
(Volunteer Opportunities post) or contact the church office for a link to their website where you
can easily do this.

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House. We will
have a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have any
questions please see Cindi Fiandaca.

Box Tops for Education
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne
School. Collecting Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash.
It’s easy to find Box Tops (a list will be by the collection box). In
fact, you may have some in your home right now. All you have to
do is clip the Box Tops from your favorite products and put them in
the collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have
any questions please see a member of the Mission Board.

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just one hour. It is on
Sundays from 11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two people there to help assist our guests/visitors during this time. You just need
to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration dates, and help bag
food. Please contact Karen Oberg or anyone on the Mission Ministry Board
for February and March dates.
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Feb 4 (Epiphany 5) “Remembering Our Roots”
Isaiah 40:21-31 (focus)
Mark 1:29-39
Feb 11 (Transfiguration)
Psalm 50:1-6
Mark 9:2-9 (focus)

“How Do We Listen?”

Lent Series: “Relationships Restored”
Many things get in the way of having good relationships with God, ourselves, and one another. Join
Lyonsville for worship in this Lenten season as we focus on what it means to restore our relationships to
wholeness and health.
Ash Wednesday
Joint service with Burr Ridge UCC, hosted by Lyonsville.
The Rev. Gary Faleide Preaching
Isaiah 58:1-12
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
February 18 (Lent 1) “First things First: Covenant”
Genesis 9:8-17 (Focus)
Mark 1:9-15
February 25 (Lent 2) “Mismatched Expectations”
Psalm 22:23-31
Mark 8:31-38 (focus)
March 4 (Lent 3)
“Ground Rules”
Exodus 20:1-17 (focus)
John 2: 13-22
March 11 (Lent 4)
“Changing Our Ways”
Numbers 21:4-9 (focus)
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
John 3:14-21 (focus)
March 18 (Lent 5)
“Death on the Way to Life”
Psalm 119:9-16
John 12:20-33 (focus)
March 25 (Palm Sunday)
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
March 11:1-11 (focus)

“Brave Together”

Contact Lyonsville

The Good News is
produced monthly, except
for a combined July/
August edition.
Please submit your
articles to
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.
The deadline for the
next issue is February
18.

Phone 708-246-1255
Email Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web at
www.lyonsvillechurch.org

Please return this form to update your contact information.
____ Please correct the information on the mailing label.
____ No thanks. Please remove from mailing list.
____

I prefer email delivery. Here’s my email address:
——————————————————————

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
6871 Joliet Road
Indian Head Park, IL 60525

