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I recently had some friends over for dinner, and I found myself
spending a lot of time getting ready. I swept, mopped, vacuumed, straightened up the furniture, planned an involved meal, filled the salt and pepper
shakers, and made sure I had more. I had a full selection of snacks and
drinks.
On one hand, I dreaded all that work. Keeping a household going
day-to-day is enough work without all that extra work! But on the other
hand, there was something deeply satisfying about anticipating company. It
was exciting, and I went the extra mile to prepare for them as an expression of love and hospitality.
I imagine many of you have similar experiences. In many ways, Lent
is about getting ready for company. It’s about clearing out all those
places inside of us that we usually ignore or avoid, to make a bit more
room for God’s presence and the presence of our neighbors. It’s about letting go of some things so that we can be more filled with God’s love.
Lyonsville Church is in the process of getting ready for company, too.
The Leadership Council and I have set some ambitious goals for 2018: a
constitution & bylaw revision, personnel, financial, and safe church policies
and procedures, and clarifying staff and volunteer roles. I’ll work with the
Evangelism Committee to develop a plan for welcoming and following up
with visitors. The 175th anniversary committee will be asking us what the
church has meant to us, and what our hopes are for the future. If this work
takes place successfully, we’ll pivot in 2019 to a focus on connecting with
our community and sharing our message.
If you were in worship on February 18, you heard me say that none
of this is about making more paper to ignore. It’s about operating effectively and faithfully as a congregation. It’s about how our relationships look,
how decisions are made, how we treat each other. It’s being clear about
who we are, what matters to us, and what we have to offer our community. I can’t just go out and make growth happen – not if it will last. Together, we need to get ready for company.
(Continued on pg. 2)
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It’s hard to get ready for company among all the day-to-day stuff of running a church, just
like it’s hard in our own homes. I hope we can also remember that it’s exciting. After all, the best
way to express love and hospitality to those outside the church is to be ready to host them. I, for
one, am excited to see what this year brings.
Grace & Peace,

Pastor Sean

"I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY"
Celebration of Our 175th Anniversary
Sunday, May 20, 2018
SAVE THE DATE!!!
Our anniversary celebration is coming up soon! Although this committee is currently firming up specific plans and activities, we know it will be a day of both
remembering the past and looking forward to the future. In general, following a morning service of
celebration, with invited guests from our past, we are planning a brunch and concert. Historical pictures and other remembrances will be on display. We are also working with the cemetery board to
include that part of the church's past as well.
We are planning to publish a memory book that includes pictures from Lyonsville's past as well as
remembrances from our members and friends, past and present. So here is where we need your
help. If you have a memory of Lyonsville and its people that "tells the story" of what our church
has meant to you, or you want to look forward to share your hopes for our future, please write it up
and submit it to Nayna Byers. It does not need to be long or perfectly written, it just needs to "tell
the story". So we have time to get the book published prior to our big day, please submit your stories to Nayna by 4/1/18. You can email, submit handwritten, or mail to 604 Barnsdale Rd., La
Grange Park, IL 60526. We have read some of the written remembrances from anniversary celebrations of the past and they are rich with the love of Lyonsville and its people!! Please take a little
time and share.
If you would like to participate with the committee to help plan the day, please contact Nayna. As
plans firm up, we will provide details of this celebration day. For now, SAVE THE DATE 5/20/18,
and think about how you can "TELL THE STORY"!
Shalom,
Your 175th Anniversary Committee
Doug Adams, Wilma Mrazek, Barb Loehman, Patrick Ferguson, Pastor Sean Weston, Hazel Sharp,
Nayna Byers
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Happy Birthday
Stephanie Corlett
Gwyneth Hegner
Seth Hegner
Laura Cady
Ian Miller
Marsha Smith
Gene Martin

Chuck Holloway
Annabelle Salvatori
Mia Salvatori
Kaitlin Stanley
Judy Birmingham
Evelyn Godar
Nan (Byers) Wolf
Tom Haigh
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(click here for birthday wishes)

3/01
3/05
3/05
3/06
3/07
3/10
3/11

Jack (Byers) Wolf Jr.
Sherry Suomi
Maddy Cihak
Steven Smith
Evan Brocken
Eric Woods

4/01
4/02
4/02
4/05
4/10
4/10
4/14
4/14

3/12
3/12
3/13
3/15
3/20
3/29

Lillian Salvatori
Abby Kringlie
Leo Mikat-Stevens
Sue Cook
Jan Peters
Brian Smidt
Doris Beutel

4/18
4/20
4/24
4/26
4/27
4/28
4/30

Happy Anniversary
Steven and Andrea Brocken

3/21

Chuck and Gail Helms

4/20

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Marvin Davis
Jamie Hankus
Chuck Helms
Chuck Holloway
Barbara Loehman

Byron Loehman
Kathy Loehman
Marion Randolph
Beth Smidt
Dee Wallace
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Mark Your Calendars
Church Women United
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
March 2, 2018
Theme: “ALL GODS CREATION IS VERY GOOD!”
Bible Study 9:30, Worship10:30
All Saints Episcopal Church. 4370 Woodland Avenue, Western Springs
Speaker: Melissa Cogan (she was the speaker at January’s brunch too)
Topic: The Power of The Small: Examples From Nature
Contact Wilma if interested, or for questions.
Church Women Untied
BAKERS SQUARE FUND RAISER
March 6
20% donation of your guest check
7:00 a.m.—11:00 p.m.
942 S. La Grange Rd.
Coupon required. Please see Wilma for coupon, or for further information or questions.
Thanks to Laurie Tsukuno for joining CWU with a personal membership.
This is a great opportunity for Lyonsville community mission work.

Daylight savings time starts March 11. Move your clocks ahead one
hour the night before.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—March 11. After worship. We’ll discuss the
following:
*Proposed 2018 Budget
*Approval of the 2016 minutes
*Presentation of updated slate of officers and ministry boards

Please join us Friday, March 16 at 6:30 for our next TILE
GAME NIGHT.

It’s fun!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING is one of the five special offerings we receive each
year. This offering provides support for health, education, refugee, agricultural and
emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries by working with local, national, and global
partners. We will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on March 25 this
year, and we encourage you to give generously.
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PALM SUNDAY SERVICE—March 25 at 10:00. We enter into Holy
Week with palms and praises.

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE—March 29 at 7:30 p.m. at
Burr Ridge UCC. Sean Weston preaching.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE—March 30 at 7:30pm at Lyonsville,
Gary Faleide preaching.

EASTER SERVICE—April 1 at 10:00. Celebrating Christ’s
resurrection in song and word, prayer and praise.

Easter Flowers

Part of Lyonsville’s celebration of Easter is the tradition of decorating the
sanctuary with Spring flowers. If you wish to participate, we will be taking
orders on March 4, 11, 18 and 25.
Thank you - Judy Birmingham.
I/we would like to dedicate my/our flowers: (Please choose one category)
From:_________________________________________
In Memory of __________________ In honor of _______________
To wish a Happy Easter to _______________________
Flower

Color (circle)

Quantity Price

6” Daffodil

Yellow

$11.00

6” Tulip

Yellow or Pink

$11.00

6 1/2 “ Easter Lilly 6+ buds & flowers

White

$12.50

Extended Amount
Total $
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News from The Pews
Remember, you can get automatic email notifications about our website. Just click the
“Follow” button on the bottom, left corner of the screen.

https://lyonsvillechurch.org/
Sign up to visit with Pastor Sean on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to the left
of the office door, by contacting the office, of by contacting him directly. He is looking
forward to the chance to get to know each of you.
Pastor Sean Weston’s installation service at Lyonsville will be April
15 at 3:00.
The Illinois Conference of the UCC has scheduled its Spring
Meeting for Saturday, April 28. Contact the church office for
details.

Bible Study: Revelation!
Wednesdays 7 PM at Burr Ridge UCC, led by Rev. Gary Faleide
This bible study continues. Each session is open-ended and discussion-based, so feel
free to join the exploration at any time!
WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH MINISTRY BOARD
We continue to schedule lay people for various roles such as scripture reader, announcements and
joys and concerns, ushering, taking the weekly offering, and serving communion. If you want to
help with any of these duties, or if you have questions, please contact Wilma M., Doris B. or Jean H.
We also want o thank all of the faithful Lyonsville members and friends who faithfully continue to
say “yes” to our request for help. We welcome any new volunteers.
Thank you,
Wilma Mrazek

We at Lyonsville are happy to welcome Diane Marelli as our new musician.
Please say “Hi” and introduce yourself to Dianne. Diane is a wonderful
addition to our music ministry at Lyonsville.
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Lyonsville is pleased to announce that we have hired a professional business
manager to perform our day-to-day and week-to-week financial transaction entries and to
maintain our books. This will take a great load off of our volunteers and help to ensure our
financial records are up-to-date and accurate.
Please help us in welcoming Steve Swenson as the newest member of our staff. Steve will
report to Pastor Sean, and work closely with our Treasurer, Phil McDougal, and our Financial board, as well as all of Leadership Council.
Doug Adams - Moderator

Thank you to all who donated white products (toilet paper
and paper towels) to the Lyonsville food pantry. This is an
ongoing need and donations are welcome throughout the
year.

Thank you to our volunteers: Bruce Cady, Marianne Johnson, Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Ali Benis and Ashley Boyer for helping out on Saturday, February 17th at the Greater
Chicago Food Depository. They helped bag, box, label, and palletize 437 boxes (17,312
pounds) of sweet potatoes for distribution.

Join Us
MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian
Head Park. All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more
information contact Byron Loehman.
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
March 3. They will also meet Saturday, April 7. All boomers and their
friends are invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more information.
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News From Your Mission Board
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL - Beginning March 4th, we will collect donations for Heifer International by distributing plastic Easter eggs to our members
and friends. We ask that you bring the eggs back on
Easter Sunday filled with coins and/or dollar bills. For as
little as $20 we can buy a flock of ducks, chicks or geese;
for $120 we can buy a goat, a sheep or a pig. Giving an
animal is like giving someone a small business, providing
wool, milk, eggs and more. Animal donations can provide
families a hand up, increasing access to medicine, school,
food and a sustainable livelihood. Please help us make a
difference.
Easter Food Baskets: The Mission Ministry will be putting together Easter Food Baskets, which
will be given out at our Lyonsville Food Pantry. If you would like to donate towards a ham dinner,
we will be collecting canned fruit, canned vegetables, boxed potatoes and money (for the purchase of the hams). We would like to provide 20 dinners, if possible. Thank you.

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY Please come join
us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on Saturday, March 17,
from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We also go every Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. For more information go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy Birmingham to
sign up. The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Registration Link
Here.

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House
We are collecting pop tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House. We
will have a collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have
any questions please see Cindi Fiandaca.

Box Tops for Education
We are also collecting Box Tops for Education to give to Byrne
School. Collecting Box Tops is an easy way for schools to earn cash.
It’s easy to find Box Tops (a list will be by the collection box). In
fact, you may have some in your home right now. All you have to
do is clip the Box Tops from your favorite products and put them in
the collection container located in the fellowship hall. If you have
any questions please see a member of the Mission Board.
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LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just one hour. It is on
Sundays from 11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two
people there to help assist our guests/visitors during this time. You just
need to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration dates, and
help bag food. Please contact anyone on the Mission Ministry Board for
March and April dates.

Lent Series: “Relationships Restored”
Many things get in the way of having good relationships with God, ourselves, and one another. Join
Lyonsville for worship in this Lenten season as we focus on what it means to restore our relationships to
wholeness and health.
March 4 (Lent 3)
“Ground Rules”
Exodus 20:1-17 (focus)
John 2: 13-22
March 11 (Lent 4)
“Changing Our Ways”
Numbers 21:4-9 (focus)
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
John 3:14-21 (focus)
Pastor Sean joins the congregation.
March 18 (Lent 5)
“Death on the Way to Life”
Psalm 119:9-16
John 12:20-33 (focus)
March 25 (Palm Sunday)
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
March 11:1-11 (focus)

“Brave Together”

March 29 (Maundy Thursday)
7:30pm at Burr Ridge UCC, Sean Weston preaching
March 30 (Good Friday)
7:30pm at Lyonsville, Gary Faleide preaching
April 1 (Easter Sunday)
Celebrate the Resurrection of Christ.

Contact Lyonsville

The Good News is
produced monthly, except
for a combined July/
August edition.
Please submit your
articles to
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.
The deadline for the
next issue is March 18.

Phone 708-246-1255
Email Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web at
www.lyonsvillechurch.org

Please return this form to update your contact information.
____ Please correct the information on the mailing label.
____ No thanks. Please remove from mailing list.
____

I prefer email delivery. Here’s my email address:
——————————————————————

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
6871 Joliet Road
Indian Head Park, IL 60525

