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“Together on the Journey”
As an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, I am accountable to
something called the “Ordained Minister’s Code.” I have also written my
own code of ethics, which I have shared with the Leadership Council. It’s
available to any of you if you’re curious. I’d like to share one of the items:
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“I will support laypersons in their growth and exercise of ministry and authority. I will not usurp their authority, nor will I do work that rightfully belongs to them.”
What does that mean? It means it is not my role to direct the work of the
church. The United Church of Christ holds that Christ is the only head of the
Church. When we’re living faithfully, we are trying to follow God’s direction
together – not any one person’s agenda. To do that, we share leadership
with one another.
As your pastor, I bring my full intellect, experience, and formal training to
bear in guiding your work. I help clarify the options at any given time. I pay
attention to how things “feel” and help us express ourselves in loving and
healthy ways. I help you see your unique gifts and skills and encourage you
to operate from there – and keep encouraging you as you walk the path of
ministry. In short, I am here to walk with you on the journey. Together, we
listen for God’s Spirit to discover what needs to happen next.
One of the biggest reasons I came to Lyonsville was strong lay leadership.
In my conversations with the search committee, it became clear that your
lay leaders stepped up significantly during the transitional time. I can focus
on my role, because I know lay leaders are focusing on theirs. Next time
you have the chance, I encourage you to thank one another for your dedication to this church. It makes all the difference as we step into God’s future together.
I’m so grateful to be together with you on this journey.
Grace & Peace,
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March 30 (Good Friday)
7:30pm at Lyonsville, Gary Faleide preaching
April 1 (Easter Sunday)
Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-9, John 20:1-18
Sermon: Looking in the Wrong Places
Long ago, Mary looked for Jesus in a tomb, but he was not there. We, too, often look for Jesus in the
wrong places. Join Lyonsville on this Easter Sunday to celebrate new life, and seek the presence of
Christ in our lives today.
April 8
Scripture: Psalm 133, Acts 4:32-35, John 20:19-31 (focus)
Sermon: Doubt and Faith
Jesus’ disciple, Thomas, struggled with doubt long ago. Faith is often considered the opposite of
doubt. We’ll explore the ways that embracing doubt can lead to a stronger faith and more honest life.
April 15
Scripture: Psalm 4, Luke 24:36b-48 (post-resurrection appearance)
Sermon: When Jesus Shows Up
Many of us struggle to find Jesus in the ordinary moments of life. Jesus’ disciples were surprised to
see him, even after they knew he had risen from the dead. How do we look for Jesus’ presence in our
lives? Are we ready for what happens when he shows up?
April 22
Scripture: Psalm 23, 1 John 3:16-24 (love in truth and action)
Sermon: Called to Love
In 1 John, we are told that love is not just a warm, fuzzy feeling. Love is concrete action that transforms each of us - if we let it. How do we become more loving people in our daily lives? How do we
allow ourselves to be transformed?
April 29
Scripture: Psalm 22:25-31, Acts 8:26-40 (Ethiopian Eunuch)
Sermon: God’s Strange Directions
Philip was a dedicated follower of Jesus, but it took heavy prodding from God for him to minister to a
Ethiopian Eunuch. After all, this nameless man was not the kind of person Philip was used to. He had
a strange religious, ethnic, and sexual background. Today God often prods us to ministry in people
and places we wouldn’t choose. Join us to discern God’s call today.
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Happy Birthday
Chuck Holloway
Annabelle Salvatori
Mia Salvatori
Kaitlin Stanley
Judy Birmingham
Evelyn Godar
Nan (Byers) Wolf
Tom Haigh
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(click here for birthday wishes)

4/01
4/02
4/02
4/05
4/10
4/10
4/14
4/14

Nayna Byers
Michael Molloy
Bill Ressl

Lillian Salvatori
Abby Kringlie
Leo Mikat-Stevens
Sue Cook
Jan Peters
Brian Smidt
Doris Beutel

5/6
5/7
5/11

Wilma Mrazek
Sean Weston
Trinity Byers

4/18
4/20
4/24
4/26
4/27
4/28
4/30

5/14
5/23
5/29

Happy Anniversary
Chuck and Gail Helms

4/20

Jack and Nan (Byers) Wolf
Jack and Evelyn Godar

5/14
5/29

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Marvin Davis
Jamie Hankus
Chuck Helms
Chuck Holloway
Barbara Loehman

Byron Loehman
Kathy Loehman
Marion Randolph
Beth Smidt
Dee Wallace
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Mark Your Calendars
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE—March 30 at 7:30pm at Lyonsville,
Gary Faleide preaching.

EASTER SERVICE—April 1 at 10:00. Celebrating
Christ’s resurrection in song and word, prayer and
praise.

Labyrinth walk—April 14 at 4:00. Please join us for a peaceful walk
around our labyrinth. It takes about 20 minutes, and someone will be
there to help you get started.
Installation of Rev. Sean M. Weston
The Fox Valley Association and Lyonsville Congregational United Church of Christ invite you to share with us in the joy of welcoming Rev. Sean M. Weston as the senior
pastor of our church. This celebration will be held on April 15, 2018 at 3:00 pm in
our sanctuary.
The Rev. R. Kent Cormack will preach. Kent is pastor of First Congregational UCC of
La Crosse, Wisconsin. When serving in Kansas, he was the pastor who baptized Sean
and first nurtured his call to ministry.
All authorized ministers are invited to robe with red stoles for the procession. Please
arrive by 2:30 pm to gather in the Narthex.
A light reception will follow the service.
We are excited about the future ministry of our church under the leadership of our
new pastor. We desire that you join with us as we welcome him to our church and to
the community.
There are more details on our Facebook page.

GAME NIGHT FRIDAY, APRIL 27 6:30-9PM
Come out and join us for our any Game Night on Friday, April
27th. ANY GAME! YOUR CHOICE! BRING YOUR FAVORITE GAME
and snacks! Just come to laugh, play and enjoy great company.
Invite friends and neighbors, too. We'll meet in Fellowship Hall
from 6:30—9:00pm.Any question, see Laurie Tsukuno.
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The Illinois Conference of the UCC has scheduled its Spring
Meeting for Saturday, April 28. Contact the church office for
details.
The Mission Board will be hosting a Craft Sunday on April 29th during coffee hour. We will
be making no-sew fleece blankets that will be donated to the local fire departments. You can
either work on the fabric we will supply, or if you prefer to choose your own fabric you will
need 2 yards of patterned and 2 yards of plain fleece. Sewing shears will be provided. No
sewing skills are necessary!

Church Women United of LaGrange and Western Springs
May Friendship Day
Friday, May 4, 2018—Luncheon and Celebration
9:30 Bible Study
10:30 Celebration
11:30 Luncheon
At St. James Lutheran church
5129 Wolf Rd, Western Springs
Advance tickets necessary—cost $7.00
Deadline—April 29
Contact: Wilma Mrazek for questions and tickets

Esther Bible Study—7 PM on Wednesdays, starting April 11
At Lyonsville, led by Pastor Sean.

Join Us
MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian
Head Park. All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more
information contact Byron Loehman.
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
April 7. They will also meet Saturday, May 5. All boomers and their
friends are invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more information.
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News from The Pews
Sign up to visit with Pastor Sean on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to the left
of the office door, by contacting the office, of by contacting him directly. He is looking forward to the chance to get to know each of you.
Join Pastor Sean at Community Office Hours Tuesdays from 2-4pm at
the Starbucks near Joliet & La Grange Road.
Do you enjoy making repairs, painting, gardening, or other building & grounds
work? The Building and Grounds Ministry Board would love to hear from you, and help match
the work you enjoy doing with our needs at Lyonsville. Reach out to board chair Tom
McSweeney to let us know how you'd like to contribute.
Pastoral Relations Committee Formed: Did you know that Lyonsville Church now has a pastoral relations committee (or PRC for short)? A PRC works with the pastor to help the pastor and
congregation maintain a healthy relationship. Karen Oberg chairs the PRC, and Melissa Corlett
and Sherry Suomi are also members. If you have any thoughts about how to nurture a healthy
relationship with Pastor Sean, feel free to reach out to him or any member of the PRC.

Lyonsville Prayer Chain- A supportive and meaningful ministry
All are welcome to join our Prayer Chain (you do not need to be a member). A prayer chain is a
specific type of prayer ministry. It consists of a group of people willing to take time to pray for a
particular prayer request. You do not need any special talent or a lot of time. You don't need to
attend any meeting. All you need to be able to do is - pray. If you are interested in joining or
have questions, please see or email Laurie Tsukuno.

PRAYING HANDS
Please help us send our "praying hands" to members and friends in need of God's healing and
comfort. These hands are a reminder that our prayers are with them. All you need to do is trace
the outline of your hand(s) on the piece of paper. All supplies are found in our Praying Hands
box in Fellowship Hall. It is optional if you'd like to add: your name, a verse, or thought. Pastoral Care will then cut out the hands and mail them out. If you would like us to send out the
praying hands to a particular person, please let Laurie Tsukuno know. Thank you for helping to
send out God's love.
We are looking for people who can serve as Sunday Greeters and/or Coffee Hour
Hosts. If you can help, please sign up on the sheets in the Fellowship Hall or contact Sherry
Suomi.
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Lyonsville's 175th Anniversary Celebration
"I Love to Tell the Story"
Sunday, May 20, 2018
Please mark your calendars to participate in our church's 175th anniversary celebration. Following are the plans for this exciting and meaningful day:
10:00am-11:15am
11:30am-1:00pm
11:30am-1:30pm
1:30pm-3:00pm

Anniversary Worship Service
Brunch Catered by J.C. George's
Tour our Historic Cemetery and Old Chapel and view
pictures and artifacts from our past
Concert and Sing-a-Long in our Sanctuary (Free Will Offering)

The worship service, tour and concert are open to our community to join in the celebration. The brunch is primarily planned for our congregation, friends, and special
guests, and tickets must be purchased in advance. Tickets will be on sale 4/8-5/13
(at coffee hour on the Sunday's during that period), or contact Wilma Mrazek to purchase. Cost for tickets for the brunch are as follows:
12 years of age and older
Ages 5 thru 11
Under age 5

$25.00
$10.00
Free

In the spirit of allowing EVERYONE attending to enjoy the brunch without working,
J.C. George's will set up the buffet, provide tableware, keep the buffet replenished,
and will do the clean up. A wonderful variety of salad, dinner and breakfast entrees,
sides and desserts will be provided.
We are also working on a commemorative book for purchase, which will include pictures from our past and present and written memories of Lyonsville and hopes for our
future from our members, friends and other people who have played a part in the life
of Lyonsville.
Please plan to come.......you are an important part of this celebration!!
Your 175th Anniversary Committee
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News From Your Mission Board
GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY Please come join
us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on
Saturday, April 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We also go every
Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. For more information go to
www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy Birmingham to sign up. The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Please use this link: https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/
index.php?
section=indGpRegistrations&action=profile_conditional&fwID=15135
Manna gift card orders Forms will be ready April 1 and will be in the Narthex. The orders
will be due on April 29 and the will be distributed on May 6. Please see Cindi Fiandaca for more
information.
Gift cards for Constance Morris House - We have been in touch with the Constance Morris
House and they are in need of gift cards for their residents. In particular, they would like Target, Walmart, Walgreens and gas cards. As we are currently processing orders through Manna,
we thought this would be a good way to help out both the Constance Morris House and Lyonsville by purchasing gift cards through Manna. If you are interested and need an order form,
please let one of us know. Orders are due by April 29 with a delivery date of May 6.
Thank you, Judy Birmingham, Nayna Byers, Cindi Fiandaca, Melissa Corlett, Cindy Shurig,
Karen Oberg.

Seed packing at Willow Creek Church (in West Chicago) on April 21 - 22. Each
year, Willow Creek gathers together to pack seeds for families all over the world. Their goal
is to end the cycle of poverty by providing both food and a source of income. One person
packing seeds for two hours provides food for about 60 families. The sessions are Saturday,
April 21st at 9:00 - 11:15 am, 12:00 - 2:30 pm and 6:30 - 9:30 pm and Sunday, April 22nd
from 1:15 - 3:30 pm. We are putting together a group to go to Willow Creek on Sunday for
the 1:15 session. Since Willow Creek is about an hour from Lyonsville, we plan to have a
light lunch at Lyonsville and then car pool to/from the church. If you would like to attend on
Sunday, please let either Laurie Tsukuno or Judy Birmingham know. There will also be a signup sheet available in the fellowship hall during coffee hour.

Bibles for Angola - Lyonsville made a donation of $200 to the Illinois Conference Angola
Partnership Team to purchase Bibles for the Evangelical Congregational Church in Angola. If
you would like to make an individual contribution or find out more about this mission, you
can do so here: http://ilucc.org/angola-mission-and-partnership/.
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LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just 45 minutes. It is on
Sundays from 11:30am to 12:15pm. We would like to have two
people there to help assist our guests/visitors during this time. You just
need to help restock any food dropped off, check expiration dates, and
help bag food. Please contact anyone on the Mission Ministry Board for
April and May dates.
This month we will be collecting canned tuna or chicken (10 oz or smaller
cans), small or medium sized jars of mayonnaise (plastic jars only, please),
and canned pasta (any variety). We will collect the items during the month of April
and Pastor Sean suggested have a blessing over the food on the last Sunday before we deliver the food to End 68 Hours of Hunger. If you bring food, please make sure it is marked
End 68 Hours of Hunger (so it doesn't get put away in our own food pantry), or give it to a
member of the Missions Committee.
Our April Mission project is to collect canned goods for the End 68 Hours of Hunger program. End 68 Hours of Hunger is a program that puts nourishing food in the hands
of school children to carry them through the weekend. Each bag of food they receive provides two breakfasts, two lunches, and three dinners for a child, with some left overs to
share. The local program, based out of the First United Methodist Church of LaGrange, provides a backpack of food for school age children in the Forest Road Elementary School located in LaGrange Park.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our mission to
provide Easter dinners to our food pantry families.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to Heifer International. A full report will be included in the May Good News.

Thank you to our volunteers: Bruce Cady, Marianne Johnson, Mike Johnson, Cindi
Fiandaca, Crystal Kendzior, and Laurie Tsukuno for helping out on Saturday, March 17 at
the Greater Chicago Food Depository. They helped repack 13,960 pounds of sweet potatoes for distribution.
Thank you to Chris Korber for his years of service on The Building and Grounds committee.
Thank you to Phil McDougal for all his time and effort as Treasurer.

Contact Lyonsville

The Good News is
produced monthly, except
for a combined July/
August edition.
Please submit your
articles to
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.
The deadline for the
next issue is April 22.

Phone 708-246-1255
Email Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web at
www.lyonsvillechurch.org

Please return this form to update your contact information.
____ Please correct the information on the mailing label.
____ No thanks. Please remove from mailing list.
____

I prefer email delivery. Here’s my email address:
——————————————————————

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
6871 Joliet Road
Indian Head Park, IL 60525

