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PASTOR’S CORNER 

Last year, I spent a week at a Conception Abbey in Missouri as part of a course on 

spirituality. There, the monks gathered six times a day, every day to pray. We were 

required to attend three of those prayer services each day – and that felt like a lot! 

 

The monks kept saying “our most important work is prayer.” When the bells 

rang, they dropped everything to pray together. Prayer for them is the “rhythm of 

our daily life that gradually forms us into what Christ has called us to be.” A strong 

connection with God was the foundation for everything else in their community 

life.  

 
I also believe that our connection with God should be the center of our community 

life. It’s been a busy spring here at Lyonsville – and in many ways a busy three 

years. This summer I encourage us to slow down a bit, and focus on deepening faith 

and building community through prayer, study, and fellowship. This means me, 

too! I will slow down and focus more on prayer and study than I have this spring. 

 
We’ll start in June with Settling our Spirits, both with what we focus on in wor-

ship and with some weekly activities outside worship – more information is inside 

this newsletter. Then we’ll shift to Walking with God by focusing on the spiritual 

practices of meditation, prayer, fasting, connecting in creation (including an out-

door worship service at Pleasantdale Park on July 29!) and study. As we wrap up 

the summer we’ll focus on Walking with One Another  - what it means to “Be the 

Church” today. 

 
I hear a lot of conversation about growth at Lyonsville – usually growth in people 

and finances. However, the most important growth happens when we spend time 

with God. I invite you to join me in focusing on slowing down this summer, so we 

can best hear God’s voice today. 

 

In Peace, 
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June 3 
Scripture: Genesis 2:1-3, Mark 6:30-32   

Sermon: “Rest a While”   
After a busy time of ministry, Jesus invited his disciples to rest. After a busy time creating the world, 
God rested! Surely, then, we can rest too. Join us to explore God’s call to rest, and explore ways to 
bring rest to our own lives.   
 
Then, gather for a brief Sunset Blessing at Lyonsville Cemetery on Friday, June 8 at 8:15pm. In 
Jewish tradition, the sunset marks the beginning of the day of rest – the Sabbath. 
 

June 10 
Scripture: Exodus 16:1-30, Mark 6:34-44   

Sermon: “There is Enough. Really”  
We humans have a tendency to think there will never be enough. That’s not true, though – there 
really is enough, with God’s generous giving. Stay after worship for a “gratitude gathering” to 
reflect on all of the things you’re grateful for in your life. 
 
June 17 
Scripture: Exodus 4:10-17, Matthew 6:25-34  
Sermon: “Alert But Not Anxious”    Daily guide 
Anxiety and fear sometimes seems like the bread and butter of modern life. Jesus invites us to move 
past our anxiety and embrace life in its ups and downs. Then, focus on moving past anxiety in the 
week ahead with an “anti-anxiety daily guide” from Pastor Sean. 
 
June 24 
Scripture: Psalm 88, Job 30:16-31, 2 Corinthians 4:7-15  

Sermon: “When Life Crashes”   
Sometimes life crashes, and no nice-sounding words seem to help. People in the Bible experienced 
that too. We’ll hear some of those voices and consider where hope is in such hard times. 
 
On Wednesday, June 27th at 7pm we’ll gather to spend more time with those ancient voices ask-
ing “Why, God?” by Exploring the Lament Psalms. These powerful prayers cry out to God sorrow 
and suffering and can be meaningful today. Those gathered will be invited to write their own lament. 
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Happy Birthday   (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Marvin Davis 
Jamie Hankus 

Chuck Helms 
Chuck Holloway 

Barbara Loehman 

Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  

Marion Randolph 
Beth Smidt  

Dee Wallace 

Justin Skweres  6/3 
Jean Hegner 6/5 
Rob Mueller          6/6 
Chloe Cihak 6/7 
Ellen Corlett          6/9 
Justin Hegner       6/16 

Pricie Rogan 6/16 
Lauren Castner    6/20 
Kelsey Byers        6/23 
Chuck Helms       6/30 
Christy Smith 6/30 

Aleta & Michael Belletete     6/1 
Nicole & Art Helms     6/5 
Maria & Chris Korber    6/5 
Jean & Robert Hegner    6/10 
Marianna Mikat-Stevens & Rom Stevens 6/13                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Erika & Joe Wierdak  6/19 
Susan & Rob Mueller   6/25 
Beth & Larry Doria   6/26 
Sanna & Darrel Bashor    6/30 

Sanna Bashor                       7/1 
Nick Guglielmi          7/2 
Michael Baker          7/3 
Marvin Davis 7/4 
Marion Randolph     7/4 
Peter Schuch           7/6 
Adeline Brocken      7/7 

Beth Doria                 7/8 
Dawn Snell               7/11   
Penny Taylor            7/11 
Justin Knochemus Ferguson  7/12 
Melissa Hendricks           7/18 
Charlotte Mikat-Stevens     7/24   
Bob von Trebra         7/31 

Carrie & Michael Molloy  7/3 
Laura & Bruce Cady                 7/12 

Lauren & Thomas McSweeney   7/29 
Sherry & Bob Mueller                    7/31

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


Mark Your Calendars 
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MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE: The American Legion will be                
commemorating Memorial Day with a brief ceremony at the flagpole in 
the northwest corner of the Lyonsville Cemetery on Monday, May 28th 
at  approximately 10:00 am (though we know from previous years they 
have  arrived as early as 9:30 and as late as 10:30).  Lyonsville Cemetery 
Board members will have complimentary snacks and beverages available 
while you wait.  

  
Lyonsville Cemetery holds special interest to the Legion as it is the resting 
place of more than 90 veterans with service ranging from the Civil War to 
the Vietnam War. Join the American Legion for this tribute to those who 
served our country in the armed forces! 

Strengthen the Church Offering  
On Sunday, June 3rd, we will take a collection for Strengthen the Church. This is one of 
the "5 for 5" offerings to which Lyonsville contributes. When you invest in the vision sup-
ported by Strengthen the Church, your gift will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in 
existing churches, and help develop the spiritual lives of our youth and young adults. This is 
another way that we can confirm that we are the church and that we are still listening to 
God.......that God is still speaking. 

Craft Sunday  
On Sunday, June 3rd, we will gather to make fleece pull toys for 
dogs and cats. If you would like to participate, please bring fleece and 
we will show you how to cut and braid it. The toys are made by braid-
ing fleece and can be done by all ages. The toys will be donated to the 
Hinsdale Humane Society. If you have any questions, please contact 
Judy Birmingham. 

Please join us for a peaceful walk around our labyrinth June 9 from 4:00 
to 6:00. The walk takes about 20 minutes, and there will be someone to 
answer questions and help you get stared. 

Father’s Day is June 17. 

Sunset Blessing—June 8 (see pg.2) 

Gratitude Gathering—June 10 (see pg.2) 

https://www.legion.org/about?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIg-ae3eKZ2wIVhUSGCh0wlQuYEAAYASADEgK31fD_BwE
http://www.ucc.org/stc
https://www.hinsdalehumanesociety.org/
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The Building & Grounds Board will host a summer church clean up 
day on Saturday, July 14 to work on projects around the church. Look 
for more details soon. If you have ideas for projects or want to volunteer. 

Feed My Starving Children - our next volunteer session at FMSC will be Tues-
day, June 26th from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at the Aurora location. Please let Judy Bir-
mingham know if you would like to go. I am also holding spots on Saturday, August 
11th for both the morning session (9:00 am to 11:00 am and the session that is 
held from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm).  If you would like to go on August 11th, please let 
me know which session you prefer so I can organize car pools and release spots 
that we won't be using.  Please let Judy Birmingham know if you would like to go. 

PIZZA AND GAME NIGHT 
On Friday, June 22nd at 6:00 we will get together for a make your own 
pizzas and game night. We will take up a free will offering and the dona-
tions will be sent to Feed My Starving Children. I hope you can all attend 
for a time of fun and fellowship. Bring your friends! 

   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at 
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian 
Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  

 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,           
June 2. They will also meet Saturday, July 7. All boomers and their 
friends are invited.  Contact Judy Birmingham for more  information. 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Meditation Gathering - Sunday, July 1 after worship 

Day of Fasting Noon Sun 7/22 – Noon Mon 7/23, gather for lunch on Monday 

Outdoor worship and potluck @ Pleasantdale Park Gazebo, Sunday July 29 

Evening Walk, Tues 7/31 7pm, location TBD 

https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer-info?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4L3YseOZ2wIVUVqGCh0wHw_7EAAYAiAAEgJl1PD_BwE
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
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    News from The Pews 

Do you enjoy making repairs, painting, gardening, or other building & grounds 
work? The Building and Grounds Ministry Board would love to hear from you, and help match 
the work you enjoy doing with our needs at Lyonsville. Reach out to board chair Tom 
McSweeney to let us know how you'd like to contribute. 

Bags of Blessings 
What do you do when you see a homeless person 
on the street asking for help? Look away? Give 
money? Do nothing? There’s also another option, – 
give them a bag a blessing. Each (quart size) bag 
of blessing contains small items of non-perishable 
food, personal care items and a note of hope. If 
you are interested in helping to pack items, writing 
notes, or would like to purchase (for $2.00) a bag 
of blessing, please see Laurie Tsukuno/ Pastoral 
Care. There are samples of these bags and a sign 
up sheet in Fellowship hall.  

PRAYER BOARD 
A prayer board has been created/set up down 
in West Fellowship hall. It’s an additional way 
of asking for prayers. Just write out your 
prayer (it can be general or specific) on the 
paper that’s provided and post it on the board. 
Your prayers will be kept up as long as you 
need it to be. Everyone is encouraged to look 
at the prayers requested, keep them in your 
hearts, and lift them up to God. For more in-
formation, please see Laurie Tsukuno/ Pastoral 
Care.  

Click here to join the new Facebook group for members and friends of Lyonsville. 
This is a way for us to stay connected as a community, different from our public 
page.  

Worship & Spiritual Growth Board has decided to hold worship 
downstairs June 3 - September 2, so we can have a comfort-
able and consistent worship space in the summer, as well as 
have the freedom to explore different styles of worship. The 
Church isn't the sanctuary. The church is the people - and we 
look forward to being gathered for worship this summer. 

If you don’t already receive weekly emails from us, be sure to 
sign up. You can easily do this from our website, Lyonsvil-
leChurch.org, by clicking on the email image on the right side of 
the page (you’ll have to scroll down a little). 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2032615343685604/
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=69e9a57e6d&e=7d1764f8ab
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=69e9a57e6d&e=7d1764f8ab
https://lyonsvillechurch.org/
https://lyonsvillechurch.org/
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Summer Music Opportunity 

With the end of the choir's season here, there is an op-

portunity for anyone in the extended Lyonsville Family 

who would like to contribute some music for summer 

worship. There are 15 Sundays this summer: May 27, June 3, 

10, 17, 24, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, August 5, 12, 19, 26, and September 

2. Contact Mike Molloy if you, or someone you know are 

interested. 

News From Your Mission Board 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (GCFD) on Sat-
urday, June 16, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We also go every Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m. For more information go to www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy 
Birmingham to sign up. The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Please 
use this link:  Greater Chicago Food Depository 

 

In June we are collecting peanut butter and jelly for the 
Lyonsville food pantry. If you would like to donate, please bring 
your items and put them in the donation box on the landing.  

Rally to End Racism 
On April 3-5, 2018, Rev. Sean Weston, Cindi Fiandaca, and Nayna Byers traveled by bus to Wash-
ington D.C to participate in the Rally to End Racism, sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches.  The rally was a memorial to the 50 year anniversary of the assasination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King.  There was a march upon arrival from the MLK memorial to the National Mall where all 
gathered.  There were many speakers, religious and otherwise, from many walks of lives. Diverse 
faiths, races, viewpoints were represented.  The rally was an opportunity for the National Council of 
Churches to start an ecumenical discussion regarding race relations. It was a day of opening our 
ears and hearts to the issues surrounding racism and hopefully to bring this ministry of social jus-
tice back to Lyonsville.  We feel blessed to have participated in this important event.  If you have 
any questions about our day, please feel free to contact any one of us. 

Registration%20Link:%20https:/volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?section=indGpRegistrations&action=profile_conditional&fwID=15882
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"We Love to Tell the Story" 
 
On Sunday, May 20, we had a wonderful day of celebration commemorat-
ing the 175th Anniversary for Lyonsville.  The day included a meaningful 
worship service with guests from the Fox Valley Association and Illinois 
Conference, and other guests from our past.  We joined in fellowship for a 
brunch catered by J. C. George's.  Leftovers were delivered to the Con-
stance Morris House.  Sharon Comstock, in vintage costume, represented 
the Cemetery Board in assisting our guests with tours through our historic 
cemetery.  Everyone seemed  to enjoy the many photo albums of past 
events and historical artifacts.  These will be left on display for a while to 
allow everyone time to look at them.  The writer of this article (Nayna Con-
rad Byers) especially enjoyed seeing her 12 year old father in a group photo 
in front of the old chapel at the 90th anniversary in 1933. A highlight of 
the day was the wonderful concert in the afternoon.  We are grateful for 
our musicians and soloists (Diane Marelli, Penny Duke, Jim Molina, Dave, 
Benzinger, Mike Molloy, Carrie Molloy, Doug Adams, Jill von Trebra, and 
Trinity Byers), as well as our own chancel choir.  It was a joy to have Bob 
and Jill von Trebra in the choir once again. 
 
Special thank yous to everyone on the 175th committee, Wilma Mrazek, 
Patrick Ferguson, Nayna Byers, Sherry Suomi, Sharon Comstock, Doug 
Adams, Jim Molina, Barb Loehman, Sanna Bashor, and Hazel Sharp. Also 
to our pastor Sean Weston, thank you for your guidance and advice to not 
do more than we could do well.  Good advice that we kept in mind and 
helped to keep us on track.  Additional thank yous to Chris Korber for his 
help in the kitchen and for delivering food to the Constance Morris House, 
Laurie Tsukuno for help with ideas on historical displays and signage for 
the brunch, Cindi Fiandaca for the anniverary pens and Anniversary sign 
for west fellowship, Gail Rybowiak and her daughter Jaymi Kapsalis for ar-
ranging the beautiful floral centerpieces, Marv Davis and his daughter Lisa 
for setting up tables, Patty Haigh for the outside sign, to all who helped 
with cleanup and other details, and to all who donated money to offset 
costs of the day. 
 
The memory book is still a work in progress, so look for additional infor-
mation later this year regarding cost and ordering. This anniversary year is 
not over, so let us continue the celebration and fellowship. 
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Thank you to everyone who placed a Manna order in May. We made 
$199.90 for Lyonsville Church.  The next deadline will be in Octo-
ber.  We look forward to your continued participation in this important 
fundraiser for our Church, and thanks again for your orders! We also 
collected 17 gift cards totaling $425 for Constance Morris House. 

Thank you to our volunteers: Judy Birmingham, Doug Adams, Bruce Cady, Cindi Fiandaca and 
Laurie Tsukuno for helping out on Saturday, May 19 at the Greater Chicago Food Depository. They 
sorted, boxed, labeled, and palletized 16,170 pounds of pears for distribution. 

I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the concert celebrating 175 years of worship 
and music at Lyonsville Congregational UCC, held on May 20, 2018.  A big thank you to Penny 
Duke, Diane Maretti, Jim Molina, and Dave Benzinger for their instrumentals and accompaniment, 
and Mike Molloy, Carrie Molloy, Trinity Byers and Jill von Trebra for their wonderful solos and the 
Lyonsvile choir.  All of these musicians were so considerate to donate their time and talent to 
make this concert a wonderful experience.  We hope those of you who attended enjoyed it as 
much as we did. A free will offering at the end collected over $300 to help support the music pro-
gram for our church. 
 

 Thanks again to everyone! 
  Doug Adams  

Thank you to all who donated a gift card to the Constance Morris House.  We donated 17 gift 
cards totaling $375.00. 
They are most appreciative of our generosity. 

Thank you to all who donated food to the End 68 Hours of Hunger. 

Volunteers 
We are always looking for volunteers for our Sunday mornings. 

Greeters: Meet people with a smile at the door as the enter the church building. 
Readers: Thom will provide you with a “script” for your part, usually the Call to Worship, the 

Opening Prayer, and the Scripture reading. 
Announcer: You ask for announcements and lead the time of Joys and Concerns. 
Fellowship Host: Provide goodies after worship, making sure there are enough cups, plates, 

and napkins. 
Food Pantry: Meet our guests and distribute food. This is a 45-minute commitment, and 

training is available. 

 
Signing up is easy. Most Sundays there are folders set up at fellowship time for each of these. 

You can also contact a member of Worship & Spiritual Growth or Missions. 

Thank you choir! 



6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good News is  
produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 

next issue is June 17. 


