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PASTOR’S CORNER 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

Many of you have heard both Doug Adams and I share that the Leadership Retreat 

held on June 2 went very well. The best measure of whether a retreat like that is 

what happens when everybody goes home. I’m glad to say that just a few weeks 

later, our time is bearing fruit in many ways. This is a longer column than usual, but 

there’s a lot to cover! 
 

Exciting plans for the fall 

We have spent considerable time exploring how we as a church want to invite peo-

ple of all ages on a spiritual journey. How do we learn, grow, and act in faith? Out of 

those conversations we are trying some new and exciting things for the coming pro-

gram year.  
 

• Moving worship to 10:30 allows us to craft more intergenerational worship ex-

periences.  

• An all ages faith formation hour at 9:30 will help us play, grow and learn to-

gether across the generations.  

 

With direction from Council, the Religious Education Board is currently dreaming 

and make plans for the fall. We’ve been consulting with the Rev. Emily Davis, the 

pastor for Faith Formation at First Congregational Church (UCC) of Crystal Lake. 

Look for more information as plans develop – but I can say now I think it will be 

wonderful! 
 

Healthy Communication  
Healthy communication was a major focus of the interim time, and is a high priority 

for myself and current leadership as well. We especially explored three topics: 

 

• Triangulation: This is when someone doesn’t bring concerns about a person or 

group directly to that person, but instead talks (or vents) to a someone else. We 

discussed the importance of bringing concerns directly to the responsible person 

or group. If someone is complaining to us about somebody else, we should en-

courage them to talk to the right person or group. 

• Pass-through communication: This is when somebody tries to pass a message 

through a third party, not directly. If you’ve ever played the game “telephone” 

you know this is a recipe for misunderstandings and hurt feelings. We are work-

ing to talk directly to the right people, and avoid carrying messages back and 

forth. 
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• Anonymous feedback: We discussed various forms of anonymous feedback. The classic form is an un-

signed note. It also shows up in phrases like “somebody said” or “people are saying.” Anonymous feed-

back is harmful because there is no way to resolve concerns or hurt feelings if we don’t know who to talk 

to. We discussed the importance of not accepting anonymous feedback. As your pastor, I do not read or 

respond to anonymous communication. 

 

I am very encouraged by the growing commitment to healthy communication at Lyonsville. 

 

Financial Leadership 
By now you should have received the call to the special congregational meeting on July 8 regarding church 

finances. The financial news you received may seem scary, and money issues often cause anxiety in church. 

But there are many hopeful signs: 

• Our financial leaders are fantastic and have been working hard to clarify our financial position and com-

municate clearly. This all while getting a new financial team oriented and in place! Special thanks espe-

cially to Linda Hankus, Ted Corlett, and our bookkeeper Steve Swenson. 

• The Leadership Council committed to being open and transparent about our finances with the congrega-

tion. 

• God is good and God provides. Together, and with God’s help, we have the ability to set a sustainable 

path for our ministry. 

 

God is doing a new thing at Lyonsville, and I’m so glad to be part of it.  

 

Peace, 

Pastor Sean will be taking advantage of the slower summer pace to focus on study 
and enjoy some time in the mountains. This means there are some times he won't be 
around this summer: 

• Taking vacation from July 9-20.  
• At the orientation for the UCC's Next Generation Leadership Initiative, July 30-

August 1 in Cleveland. 
• On study leave to attend the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center's Mediation Train-

ing, August 6-12. 
 
With our pastoral care team and on-call area pastors, Lyonsville always offers full pas-
toral services even when Pastor Sean is away. If you have a pastoral care need in 
Sean's absence, please contact the church office. For urgent emergencies 
outside of office hours, please contact Doug Adams (Moderator) or Laurie 
Tsukuno (Pastoral Care Chair).  
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Happy Birthday  (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Marvin Davis 
Jamie Hankus 

Chuck Helms 
Chuck Holloway 

Barbara Loehman 

Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  

Marion Randolph 
Beth Smidt  

Dee Wallace 

Sanna Bashor                       7/1 
Nick Guglielmi          7/2 
Michael Baker          7/3 
Marvin Davis 7/4 
Marion Randolph     7/4 
Peter Schuch           7/6 
Adeline Brocken      7/7 

Beth Doria                 7/8 
Dawn Snell               7/11   
Penny Taylor            7/11 
Justin Knochemus Ferguson  7/12 
Melissa Hendricks           7/18 
Charlotte Mikat-Stevens     7/24  
Bob von Trebra         7/31 

Carrie & Michael Molloy  7/3 
Laura & Bruce Cady                 7/12 

Lauren & Thomas McSweeney  7/29 
Sherry & Bob Mueller           7/31  

Autumn (Byers) Wolf  8/1 
Bay (Byers) Wolf   8/1 
Bruce Cady    8/1 
Lacelyn Salvatori        8/1 
Michael Belletete     8/5 
Robert Hegner   8/5 
Rosemary Klitchman   8/6 
Cody Helms       8/9 
Chris Weaver   8/10 
Steven Brocken   8/11 

Crystal Loehman   8/13 
Brad Snyder     8/22 
Byron Loehman    8/23 
Lauren Moose              8/26 
Cindy Schurig              8/27 
Emelia Servello    8/29 
Ian Hegner     8/30 
Marianna Mikat-Stevens      8/30 
Jack Godar                           8/31 

Bob & Jill von Trebra 8/13 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


Mark Your Calendars 
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Meditation Gathering - Sunday, July 1 after worship. 

Day of Fasting Noon Sun 7/22 – Noon Mon 7/23, gather for lunch on 

Monday. 

Outdoor worship and potluck @ Pleasantdale Park Gazebo, Sunday July 29. 

 7425 S. Wolf Rd., Burr Ridge 

Evening Walk, Tues 7/31 7pm, location TBD. 

Building and Grounds is organizing a Church Clean Up Day on Saturday July 
14th from 9am to 3pm.   

• You do not need to be there the whole time, even an hour of your help will make a 
great difference! 

• We will have coffee and doughnuts in the morning.  Lunch will be discussed among 
the people who are there.  

• Our main focus is cleaning in the basement (lower level area).  We wish to clean 
the windows and curtain areas as well as wipe down walls.  The organization of 
clutter in some of the rooms including boiler rooms and some cabinet areas will be 
something we wish to accomplish as well.  We will evaluate the items in these lo-
cations and determine which items we will keep, donate or toss in the garbage. IF 
THERE IS ANYTHING YOU FEEL SHOULD BE KEPT, PLEASE LET TOM OR SOME-
ONE ELSE FROM BUILDING AND GROUNDS KNOW, OR PLEASE REMOVE THOSE 
ITEMS. 

• Anyone can help - all ages are welcome 

• If anyone can donate cleaning supplies such as paper towels, Windex, Fantastic, 
etc. that would be very helpful! 

• For questions or to inform us of supplies you will bring, contact Tom McSweeney  

Feed My Starving Children - our next volunteer session at FMSC will 
be Saturday, August 11th from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. If you would 
like to go, please let Judy Birmingham know. 

Congregational Meeting July 8—after worship to discuss 
finances. 

http://www.pleasantdaleparks.org/pages/parks/walker-park.html
https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer-info?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4L3YseOZ2wIVUVqGCh0wHw_7EAAYAiAAEgJl1PD_BwE
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   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at 
Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in Indian 
Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  

 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) will meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,           
July 7. They will also meet Saturday, August 4. All boomers and their 
friends are invited.  Contact Judy Birmingham for more  information. 
 

 

BOOK CLUB AUGUST 
19TH 11:30-1:00PM, 
West Fellowship Hall 
Everyone is welcome to 
come to our Lyonsville 
Book Club on Sunday, Aug 19th. We will be dis-
cussing the book, Still Alice by Lisa Genova. This 
novel is a heartbreaking real depiction of a 
woman who suffers from early onset of Alz-
heimer's disease. Reading it will inform you, 
scare you, and change you. (Copies of the book 
will be available to check out at church around 
7/22 through Laurie Tsukuno.) Any questions, 
please see Laurie. 

LABYRINTH WALK—August 11 
Please join us for a peaceful, restful and medita-
tive walk around our candlelit labyrinth. It takes 
about 20 minutes to walk it. If you are new to 
the labyrinth, we have someone there to help 
you get started. Come and walk anytime be-
tween 4:00-6:00pm. (Please arrive no later than 
5:30). 

GAME NIGHT 
On Friday, July 20 AND Friday, August 24 at 6:00 we will get to-
gether for a make your own pizzas and game night. We will take up a 
free will offering and the donations will be sent to Feed My Starving 
Children. I hope you can all attend for a time of fun and fellowship. 

Bring your friends! 

Save the Date - CROP Walk 2018 will be held on Sunday, 
October 21st.  
Lyonsville will be putting together a team to walk and raise 
money for Church World Services. Lyonsville will receive a portion 
of the money collected, which will be used to buy food for our 
food pantry. 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Still-Alice-Lisa-Genova/dp/1501106422/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1529599899&sr=1-1&keywords=still+alice
https://cwsglobal.org/
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    News from The Pews 

Worship & Spiritual Growth Board has decided to hold worship 
downstairs June 3 - September 2, so we can have a comfort-
able and consistent worship space in the summer, as well as 
have the freedom to explore different styles of worship. The 
Church isn't the sanctuary. The church is the people - and we 
look forward to being gathered for worship this summer. 

News From Your Mission Board 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository 
(GCFD) on Saturday, July 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We also go every 
Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. For more information go to 
www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy Birmingham to sign 
up. The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Please use 
the Registration Link. 

Gran t w ritin g for fu n ds   
We are looking for  editors, wr iters, English  majors, proofreaders or  anyone who 
loves the wr it ten  word. We need your  help. Lyonsville has an  opportunity to ap-
ply for  some grants to help in  revita lizing our  church. The LEEAP (Illinois Con-
ference UCC) grant  has a  deadline of Oct  1, 2018, so we a re hoping to star t  on it  
soon. If in terested in  helping out , please see Laur ie Tsukuno. 

Fu n drais in g Com m itte e   
Lyonsville church is looking to form a  fundra ising commit tee. We would like to 
have a  group of people who can brainstorm and organize different  fundra isers for  
the church dur ing the year .  We will then present  our  ideas and ask for  volun-
teers to help in  assist ing with  these act ivit ies. If you a re in terested in  join ing th is 
group or  a re willing to help assist  in  the fundra isers, please see Laur ie Tsukuno.  

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org
https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?section=indGpRegistrations&action=profile_conditional&fwID=15883
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In July we will collect items for an organization called Almost Home Chicago, Inc.  
Since it's inception in 2015, Almost Home Chicago has become a trusted and valued community 
partner. Providing assistance to the poor, the hungry, the needy, the homeless, and the broken, 
they strive to be the hands, feet, and voice of hope by providing food, clothing, shelter, jobs, and 
love to those who need it most.  A 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization, Almost Home is proud to 
work within the communities of their underrepresented neighbors. 
 
Their clients are also able to visit their "store” and pick up items they need at no charge.  To keep 
stocked, they rely on donations from their friends and followers. The items they need most are: 
 
Q-tips 
Travel size baby and Gold Bond powder 
Baby wipes 
Shaving cream 
Nail clippers and files 
Hair brushes (no combs, please - they have thousands) 
Cough drops, hard candy, and gum 
  
Reusable water bottles 
Decks of cards 
Reusable shopping bags 
*NEW* socks 
Notebooks 
Bandaids 
Neosporin 
Sensodyne 

In August we will collect school supplies for The LeaderShop.   
 More details soon. 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is 
used to  provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering 
envelopes in the pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

http://www.almosthomechicago.org/
http://theleadershop.org/
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Walking with God: Spiritual Practices 
How do you connect with God? This series will focus on some of the ways that we can become more 
aware of God’s presence in our lives. We won’t just learn about these practices – we’ll have the op-
portunity to try them! 

 
July 1:  Meditation    Exodus 20:18-21, Psalm 63:1-8, John 15:1-11 
  Gather after worship for a meditation gathering in the East Fellowship Hall. 
 
July 8:  Prayer     Exodus 32:7-14, Luke 11:1-13   
  Focus on your prayer life in the week ahead with daily prayer guide from Pastor  
  Sean. 
     
July 15: Thin Places: Finding the Sacred in the Ordinary        Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, Mark 13:32-34
  Rev. Emily Mitchell Preaching  
 
July 22: Fasting   Leviticus 23:26-32, 1 Chronicles 20:1-4, Matthew 6:16-18 
  Join in this ancient practice together. Those who wish will observe a day of fasting 
  from noon on Sunday to noon on Monday. We’ll gather for lunch to “break the  
  fast” at noon on Monday – details to be announced.  
 
July 29 Connecting in Creation   Psalm 104:1a, 10-24, John 21:1-14 
  Join us for worship in the park! We’ll worship in the Gazebo at the Pleasantdale  
  Park District just south of the church at 7425 S Wolf Road. Bring lawn chairs if  
  you can. Stay for a fun picnic, organized by Worship & Spiritual Growth. 
 
Aug 5:  Study    Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Matthew 22:34-39, Romans 12:1-2 
  Study might sound boring…but it doesn’t have to be. We’ll explore meaningful  
  ways to study in worship. You’ll have the chance to learn a bit throughout the  
  week with a “study guide” from Pastor Sean. 

 
Walking with One Another: Being the Church 

What does it really mean to “be the church” together? We’ll explore the core mission and purpose of 
“church” together as we prepare for the work ahead of us in the fall. 

 
Aug 12: Rev. Karon Van Gelder preaching 
 
Aug 19: Church? Why Bother?  Isaiah 58, Matthew 5:13-16, Romans 8:18-25 
 
Aug 26: Being Blessings   Numbers 6:22-27, Matthew 5:1-12  
           
Sept 2: Showing Another Way  Philippians 3:17-4:1, Matthew 20:20-28 
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Thank you to Marvin Davis for his continual and consistent 
help with our food pantry. 

Thank you to our volunteers: Bruce Cady, Wilma Mrazek, Kay Tsukuno, Lau-
rie Tsukuno and Cindi Fiandaca for helping out on Saturday, June 16th at the 
Greater Chicago Food Depository. They bagged, boxed, labeled, and pallet-
ized 8,892 pounds (2,964 bags/247 cases) of pinto beans for distribution. 

Thank you to all who donated to our Special Offering, Strengthen the Church, 
in June. This is one of the "5 for 5" offerings to which Lyonsville contributes. 
When you invest in the vision supported by Strengthen the Church, your gift 
will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, and help de-
velop the spiritual lives of our youth and young adults. This is another way that 
we can confirm that we are the church and that we are still listening to 
God.......that God is still speaking. 

Thank you to all who donated peanut butter and jelly to the Lyonsville food 
pantry in June.  

Thank you to the Illinois Prairie Painters for their donation of $65.00 and the 
Indian Head Park Women's Guild for their donation of $100.00 for the Lyons-
ville food pantry. 

Thank you to all who helped make fleece pull toys for dogs and cats. We made 
30 toys and they were donated to the Hinsdale Humane Society.  



6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good News is  
produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 

next issue is August 19. 


