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PASTOR’S CORNER 

As we turn the calendar to September, I’m excited to move into “fall mode” 
here at Lyonsville. This marks the beginning of my first full program year 
with you.  
 
Most school districts in the area have already started classes, but at Ly-
onsville our big change happens after Labor Day. With Rally Day on Sunday, 
September 9, we will return to the Sanctuary for worship and begin our pro-
gram year. 
 
I am so grateful to many who have volunteered their time and energy to 
make plans for this program year. Many things are staying the same: we will 
continue to be blessed with excellent music from our choir and music staff. 
We will continue to gather in God’s presence, listen for God’s voice, respond 
in hope, and go forth to “Be the Church.” 
 
The way we carry those traditions forward does change (and is always 
changing!). This year, we’re trying some new things. Worship will begin at 
10:30 instead of 10:00. An intergenerational education time will start at 
9:30am, co-led by myself and volunteers. We will be looking for ways to en-
gage people of all ages, including children, in our worship life. More re-
sources will be provided not just for Sunday morning, but to help us all learn 
and grow throughout the week. 
 
We’re still exploring options for a mid-week adult offering. If you’re interest-
ed in leading or attending a mid-week adult study, please let me know. 
 
As we explore new ways to “Be the Church” together, I invite you to bring 
an open mind and heart. It’s a wonderful thing to be able to ask questions 
and grow together. 

 
Peace, 
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Hearing God’s Story in Worship: The Narrative Lectionary 
 
Adapted from an article by Pastor Rebecca Craig, of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Palm City FL. 
One of the many challenges facing churches in the U.S. today is that biblical literacy is low. Lots of 
us – inside and outside the church – just don’t know the Bible very well. One way of dealing with 
this is starting the weekend of September 9th. We will begin preaching from a new lectionary called 
“The Narrative Lectionary.” The Narrative Lectionary starts with the Book of Genesis in September 
and works its way through the Bible to Revelation by Pentecost. It is on a four year cycle so each 
year the emphasis from Christmas through Easter is on a different Gospel and will pick up different 
themes and scriptures throughout the Old Testament each year.  
 
The beauty of the Narrative Lectionary is that its focus for preaching follows a more “chronological” 
narrative of the Biblical story. Typically, we preach only on the “Gospel” text that is provided, Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke or John. Yet, to truly understand much of what the Gospels tell us, a basic under-
standing of many of the other stories throughout scripture is necessary.  
 
Plus, while they are titled “THE” Gospels, the gospel message itself is found throughout all of scrip-
ture. Thus preaching the gospel will not change. But the way our current Revised Common Lection-
ary works, we skip around a lot. It’s like picking up the third Harry Potter book and opening it up to 
chapter fifteen and expecting people to have some idea what has happened up to that point in the 
narrative. We don’t read any other type of literature that way, why should we read the Bible that 
way? 
 
The curriculum we are using for the new intergenerational education experience also is based on 
the Narrative Lectionary. This means that we’ll be exploring the same themes at 9:30 and 10:30. 
Hopefully this will lead to a deeper worship experience, as you’ll come to worship already having 
your “juices” flowing about our theme for the way. 
 
For more information about the Narrative Lectionary, see narrativelectionary.org or reach out to 
Pastor Sean. 

OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS 

Condolences to Doug Adams on the passing of his 
sister, Audrey Hostetler on June 12th. 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/?lectionary=nl
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Happy Birthday      (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Marvin Davis 
Jamie Hankus 
Chuck Helms 
Chuck Holloway 
Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 

Kathy Loehman  
Marion Randolph 
Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

Cali Fiandaca     9/1 
Brianna Kulawiak         9/1 
Michelle Pierson     9/3 
Gail Helms      9/9 
Carrie Molloy      9/9 
Jerry Cihak      9/12 
 

Aleta Belletete      9/19 
Doug Adams   9/23 
Steven Van Der Stuyf   9/23 
Justin Pondelick      9/28 
Jacob Brocken              9/29   
 
  

Kathy Richel  10/1  
Mikayla Bashor 10/2 
Erika Wierdak 10/8 
Jack Wolf  10/10 
Lauren McSweeney 10/12 
Jordan Taylor 10/12   

Gabrielle Miller 10/13  
Braden Matthews 10/16 
Ryan Snell  10/16 
Donna Prather 10/17 
Vivian Kringlie 10/17      
Nolan Snell  10/19          

Barbara Loehman 10/20 
Travis Weaver 10/20 
Steven Nunez 10/21 
Laurie Tsukuno        10/25 
Meghan Ferguson 10/26  
Patti Haigh  10/27 

Rick & Dawn Snell   9/16 
Kelsey (Byers) & Brian June 9/23 
 
Ian & Keely Ann Hegner  10/27 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


Mark Your Calendars 
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GAME NIGHT 
On Friday, September 28  
Bring your favorite game or just play one already there. We’ll be 
happy to teach you if you aren’t familiar with the games. Please 
bring your own beverage and snack, although we always have plenty 
to share. Just come to laugh, play and enjoy great company. Invite 
friends and neighbors, too. Come down to fellowship hall from 6 to 9 
PM. Any questions, see Laurie Tsukuno. 
 
 

Memory Matters:  Healthy habits for dementia prevention.  
Thursday, September 20, 7-8 pm in Fellowship Hall.  
 
Certified dementia practitioner, Jackie Raschke of Home Helpers in 
Hinsdale will discuss the basics of dementia and habits you can 
adopt to help prevent it. All are welcome. Free admission. Please re-
serve a seat with Laurie Tsukuno. 

CROP Walk 2018 will be held on Sunday, October 21. Lyonsville w ill be putting to-
gether a team to walk and raise money for Church World Services. Lyonsville will receive 
a portion of the money collected which will be used to buy food for our food pantry. Last 
year, we received $852.77 from CWS which was put into the Mission Account to be used to pur-
chase food for the Lyonsville food pantry.  Please let a member of the Mission Board know if you 
are interested in walking. 
 

We will gather at First Congregational Church of La-
Grange (100  6th Ave.). Registration is at 12:30 and the 
walk starts at 1:15, and it is 3 miles. Please bring a 
canned food item to donate. There is a break for bath-
rooms and water at the half way point. 
 
You can register to walk or make a donation HERE. 

https://www.homehelpershomecare.com/hinsdale/home
https://cwsglobal.org/
http://fcclg.org/
http://fcclg.org/
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lagrangeil/Team/View/83356/Lyonsville
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   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 
a.m. at Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in 
Indian Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  
 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) w ill meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,           
September 1. They will also meet Saturday, October 6. All boomers 
and their friends are invited.  Contact Judy Birmingham for more  
information. 
 
 

Thank you to all who purchased school supplies for The 
LeaderShop and purchased items for the Almost Home 
organization.  

Thank you to the following people who donated their time at Feed My Starving Children on 
Tuesday, June 26th:  Pastor Sean, Nayna Byers and her grandson, Jack Wolf, Sanna, Mikayla, 
Chase Bashor and his friend, Dylan Sachez, Laurie Tsukuno, her mom Kay and her nephew 
Liam, Lauren and Henry McSweeney, Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Wilma Mrazek.  To-
gether we packed 152 boxes of food, for a total of 32,832 meals, which will feed 90 children 
for one year.   
Great job! 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
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    News from The Pews 

Grant writing for funds  
We are looking for editors, writers, English majors, proofreaders or anyone who 
loves the written word. We need your help. Lyonsville has an opportunity to apply 
for some grants to help in revitalizing our church. The LEEAP (Illinois Conference 
UCC) grant has a deadline of Oct 1, 2018, so we are hoping to start on it soon. If 
interested in helping out, please see Laurie Tsukuno. 

Fundraising Committee  
Lyonsville church is looking to form a fundraising committee. We would like to 
have a group of people who can brainstorm and organize different fundraisers for 
the church during the year.  We will then present our ideas and ask for volunteers 
to help in assisting with these activities. If you are interested in joining this group 
or are willing to help assist in the fundraisers, please see Laurie Tsukuno. 

It’s not too early... To start thinking about our Harvest Home Turkey raffle. I f you 
have any new or like-new items that you could donate, we would greatly appreciate it. You 
can drop things off in the church office. We will also be looking for people who would be willing to 
put together some baskets. If you can help, please let Judy Birmingham know 

Did you know you can support Lyonsville Church when you make purchases with Amazon? Ama-
zonSmile donates .5% of your purchases to an organization of your choice. Click here to set up 
Lyonsville Church as your organization. Then just go to smile.amazon.com to shop.  

https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=d3a9481c81&e=0d53295c3b
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=58d05a34fc&e=0d53295c3b
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At our recent Lyonsville Congregational Meeting on Sunday July 8th, Gene Martin 
graciously donated $500 to the Lyonsville Church to help with our 2018 deficit budg-
et.  "The number 500 brings to mind the Indy 500 race or any of the several 500 
mile NASCAR races" stated Gene.  In these races that are long and grueling, before 
hitting the track  it takes a commitment, hard work, a good car, supporters, try-outs, 
and many challenges along the way before the BIG DAY.  But in the end the Indy 
500 Race brings huge celebration, pride, and accomplishment to all the participating 
drivers. 
 
The 500 financial figure in dollars donated by Gene is his personal commitment.  He 
is challenging us to take a lap or two with him.  Any donation for the Indy 500 finan-
cial challenge is appreciated and certainly welcomed.  So as we begin and wave that 
GREEN FLAG, how many of you want to join the RACE? 

PAUL PAVLUS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICA-
TIONS DUE September 2 
The Pavlus Scholarship is a one-time award giv-
en to a deserving graduating senior or anyone 
participating in a continuing education program 
such as college, trade school, vocational school, 
or graduate school, and who has been a mem-
ber attending Lyonsville Church on a regular 
basis for a minimum of two years. Contact the 
church office for an application. Appli-
cants will also be asked to write a short 
essay. Contact the church office for de-
tails. 

KARAS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE 
September 2 
The Karas Scholarship was set up by Shirley in 
memory of Ed, and is available to members of 
Lyonsville Church or people confirmed here. Fi-
nancial aid is available per school year, and there 
is no limit on the number of years one applies. 
Contact the church office for details or to 
get an application. Applicants will also be 
asked to write a short essay. Contact the 
church office for details. 

UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORIES are available in the church office. We have 
stopped placing them in the back of the sanctuary. 
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9/9/2018   Rally Day  
Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17  Noah and the Ark 
 
 
9/16/2018   Pentecost 17  
Genesis 12:1-9     God Calls Abram 
 
 
9/23/2018   Pentecost 18  
Genesis 39:1-23     Joseph’s Hope 
 
  
9/30/2018   Pentecost 19  
Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29  Parting of the Red Sea 
 
  
10/7/2018   Pentecost 20  
Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17   The Ten Commandments 
 
 
10/14/2018  Pentecost 21  
Joshua 24:1-15 [16-26]   Joshua Serves God 
 
 
10/21/2018  Pentecost 22  
2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9; Psalm 51:1-9  Nathan and King David 
 
 
10/28/2018  Pentecost 23  
1 Kings 3:4-28     Solomon’s Wisdom 
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News From Your Mission Board 

Food Pantry Collection— During the month of September we will 
be collecting cans of soup, broth and vegetables for the Ly-
onsville food pantry. 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository 
(GCFD) on Saturday, September 15, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We also go 
every Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. For more information go to 
www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy Birmingham to sign 
up. The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance. Please use 
the Registration Link. 
 
 

Collection for Ponca Tribe - The Loehman's will be travelling to Oklahoma in October to vis-
it their friends on the reservation. In 1800, the Ponca tribe was forced to leave Nebraska and 
settled in Oklahoma. 
 
The Ponca are a small tribe of Native American people who are trying to save their culture and 
language. The Loehman's have known these people for over twenty-five years. They have 
many needs, share what they get and help each other, which is very nice. The Loehman's will 
put together food baskets which are given to widows and families. They also take one big food 
basket to the men's dance. They include some things for children, and things that they can't 
buy, like cleaning products, diabetic foods, candy for the kids, cake mixes and cookies.  
 
One of our mission projects for September is to take up a collection to give to the Loeh-
man's when they go to Oklahoma so they can purchase some of the items for the baskets. 
Money will be collected until Sunday, September 23rd Your donations are greatly appreciated. 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is used to   
provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering envelopes in the 
pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?section=indGpRegistrations&action=profile_conditional&fwID=16822


6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org The Good News is  

produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is September 
23. 


