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I have heard many of you say how much you appreciated the warmth and 
hospitality you found when you first came to Lyonsville. As fall picks up and 
we are seeing some visitors in worship, it’s a good time for a refresher on the 
best ways to welcome those new to this community. 
 
Welcoming people doesn’t come naturally to me. I’ve had to learn how, and I 
keep working at it. But there are some people who are naturals! I have been 
watching them in action for a while, and I’ve paid attention to the practices in 
growing churches. Here’s a list of those practices, adapted from the church I 
came from in Kansas (thanks, Rev. Caela Simmons Wood!): 
 
1) WEAR NAME TAGS: This might seem unimportant, but it’s one of the best 

ways to show that you are approachable and the church is open to new 
people. 
 

2) BEFORE WORSHIP: When you come into the Sanctuary on Sunday morn-
ing, the first thing to do is look around and see if you see any new folks. 
If you do, go on over and say hello. What to say? One good option is 
“Good morning. My name’s Sean…” and they typically introduce them-
selves. Sometimes I’ll say, “I don’t think we’ve met before. Is this your 
first time visiting?” Others say something like, “It’s so good to meet you. 
We have a fellowship hour after church. I’ll come back after the service to 
walk you there.”  

 
3) GREETING CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES: It means a lot to a parent 

(and the child) when you take the time to greet the child as an individual. 
Children learn to shake hands and introduce themselves when adults do 
the same. Getting down on their level (if your knees will let you!) is a 
wonderful way to say hello to a child. Families with babies may find it 
helpful to know that there is a changing table in the nursery down the hall 
and that they are welcome to feed or nurse their babies during worship. 
It’s also wonderful to tell them that they can walk and rock their baby 
during worship. Families should hear that we welcome all children (and 
their wiggles) in worship and be directed to the “children are welcome 
here” pew card.  
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OUR SYMPATHIES AND PRAYERS 

Please join us in sending prayers and warm thoughts to the family 
of Brett Yuknis, who passed away August 25. Brett was baptized at 
Lyonsville and was confirmed here in May of 1997, and was living 
in the Atlanta area.  

4) AFTER WORSHIP: You have to be incredibly brave to go to fellowship hour in a new church! It’s 
so much easier if someone comes to you immediately after the closing song and offers to take 
you there. Once you get there and make some small talk, the ideal thing to do is introduce the 
new person to another person. They, in turn, should talk to them for a while and then introduce 
them to someone else. If a new person can have brief conversations with at least 3-4 of us dur-
ing Sunday morning they will leave feeling like they are connected.  

 
5) FOLLOWING UP: I follow up with anyone who fills out a welcome card, each week. But people 

don’t always fill out those cards, especially on the first visit. So if you have good conversation 
with someone and learn something about them, you might consider passing that information on 
to me via a quick e-mail or phone call on Monday. That will help me make those follow up con-
nections.  
 

We all know the joy that comes with being warmly welcomed into a loving community. We all know 
just how much we can experience God’s extravagant welcome and hospitality when we experience 
it through others. At this time of the year when many people are looking for a church again or for 
the first time, let’s all recommit ourselves to this important and joyful work of welcoming the 
stranger. 
 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/chicagotribune/obituary.aspx?n=brett-robert-yuknis&pid=190080562&fhid=2043
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Happy Birthday     (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Marvin Davis 
Jamie Hankus 
Chuck Helms 
Chuck Holloway 
Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 

Kathy Loehman  
Marion Randolph 
Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

Kathy Richel  10/1  
Mikayla Bashor 10/2 
Erika Wierdak 10/8 
Jack Wolf  10/10 
Lauren McSweeney 10/12 
Jordan Taylor 10/12    
Gabrielle Miller 10/13  
Braden Matthews 10/16 
Ryan Snell  10/16 
Donna Prather 10/17 

Vivian Kringlie 10/17      
Nolan Snell  10/19          
Barbara Loehman 10/20 
Travis Weaver 10/20 
Steven Nunez 10/21 
Laurie Tsukuno        10/25 
Meghan Ferguson 10/26  
Patti Haigh  10/27  
   

Ian & Keely Ann Hegner  10/27 
 
 
Byron & Barbara Loehman  11/10 

Chase Bashor 11/1 
Bob Haigh  11/5 
Darrel Bashor 11/13 
Jonathan Begy 11/13 
Joe Wierdak  11/14 

Susan Mueller   11/18 
Beth Smidt  11/18 
Lillian Mueller 11/19 
Andrea Brocken 11/20 
Rom Stevens 11/20 

Peter Cook  11/27 
Donnie Smith 11/27 
Cherie Doria   11/30  
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


Mark Your Calendars 
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CROP Walk 2018 will be held on Sunday, October 21st.  
Registration will begin at 12:30 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church of Western Springs (5250 Wolf 
Road). The Walk will begin at 1:15 p.m. There is a break for bathrooms and water at the half 
way point, First United Methodist Church of Western Springs (4300 Howard Avenue).  There will 
also be a blessing of pets at the half-way point. The Lyonsville team consists of Pastor Sean, Cin-
di Fiandaca, Cindy Schurig, Judy Birmingham and Doug Adams. If you are interested in either 
joining the team or supporting one of the walkers, please go to the website  HERE.  

 
Please note that we are asking all walkers to make a commit-
ment to raise at least $25.00. Each year, Lyonsville receives 
25% of the money collected which is used to buy food for our 
food pantry. Last year, we received $852.77.   

Church Women United Institute Day 
Lyonsville Church (West Fellowship Hall)  October 17, 2018 

9:30—2:00 
 

Presentation #1: TBT 
Presentation #2: Recycling 
Devotional by Rev. Sean Weston 
Registration fee is $12.00., which includes a box lunch. Deadline for registration is October 10. 
If you’d like to register, or have questions, contact Wilma Mrazek. 

LABYRINTH WALK—October 20 
Please join us for a peaceful, restful and meditative walk around our candle-
lit labyrinth. It takes about 20 minutes to walk it. If you are new to the laby-
rinth, we have someone there to help you get started. Come and walk any-
time between 4:00-6:00pm. (Please arrive no later than 5:30). 

FALL CONGREGATIOAL MEETING—October 28 after worship. 

All Saints Day will be observed Sunday, November 3. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/lagrangeil/Team/View/83356/Lyonsville
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   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 
a.m. at Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in 
Indian Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  
 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) Instead of meet-
ing at Willow Hills Restaurant on Saturday, November 3rd, the Wom-
en Baby Boomers will gather at Lyonsville church and put together 
baskets for the Harvest Home dinner raffle table.  We will also have 
breakfast together at church.  If you are interested in bringing a cas-
serole or a breakfast item to share, or just come and have breakfast 
and help put baskets together, please let Judy Birmingham 
know.  All are invited to help. 

Thank you note received from The LeaderShop: 
 
Dear Rev. Sean Weston and the generous members of Lyonsville 
Congregational United Church of Christ - Thank you for your support 
of our annual school supply drive!  Thanks to your donations, we 
were able to provide over 150 students with school supplies.  Also, 
parents were able to learn about community services available to 
them year-round.  This event could not be possible without the sup-
port of community partners like you - so thank you!   
 
Sincerely, Kate Wiseheart and LeaderShop Staff. 

Thank you to Byron Loehman for all his work in replacing the church mailbox. 

Thank you to our volunteers: Judy Birmingham, Doug Adams, Bruce Cady, and Cindi Fian-
daca for helping out on Saturday, September 15 at the Greater Chicago Food Depository. 
They sorted, boxed, labeled, and palletized 3,124 pounds of bread and 9,325 pounds of cab-
bage for distribution. 

Thank you to all who donated soup and canned vegetables to the Lyonsville food pantry 
in September. 

Thank you to all who donated money to give to Barbara and Byron Loehman to take with 
them to the Ponca Tribe in Oklahoma.  They will purchase food when they get there a put 
baskets together for the members of the tribe.  We collected over $350.00. 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
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    News from The Pews 

Harvest Home Dinner Raffle Table  
We are collecting new or like-new items for the raffle table. The items may be raffled off separately 
or used as part of a gift basket. If you would like to put a gift basket together, please let Judy 
know. All donations are greatly appreciated. Please see Judy Birmingham if you have items to do-
nate or questions. 

Did you know you can support Lyonsville Church when you make purchases with Amazon? Ama-
zonSmile donates .5% of your purchases to an organization of your choice. Click here to set up 
Lyonsville Church as your organization. Then just go to smile.amazon.com to shop.  

There will be a Manna Fundraiser in October. Manna gift card order forms w ill be 
ready October 1 and will be in the Narthex. The orders will be due on October 21, and the will be 
distributed by October 28. The next Manna will be due December 2. Please see Cindi Fiandaca for 
more information. 

On Sunday, October 7th, we will be collecting the Neighbors in Need 
(NIN) offering.  
This special offering supports UCC ministries of justice and compassion throughout 
the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian 
Ministry(CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Wit-
ness Ministries(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy ef-
forts, and direct service projects through grants. More information is available 
at http://www.ucc.org/nin. 

https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=d3a9481c81&e=0d53295c3b
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=58d05a34fc&e=0d53295c3b
http://www.ucc.org/nin.
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UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORIES are available in the church office. We have 
stopped placing them in the back of the sanctuary. 

HARVEST HOME TURKEY DINNER 
Saturday, November 10    5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Carry Out available. Invite your friends and family. 
If you have any question or would like to volunteer please contact the 

co-chairs,  
Wilma Mrazek and Cindi Fiandaca 
TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW! 

 
You may purchase tickets from Wilma Mrazek or the church office (708-
246-1255).   We kindly ask that you purchase your tickets in advance of 
the dinner so that we order the appropriate amount of food. 
Raffles will be available at this event too. We look forward 
to seeing you there! 
 
We need help from the congregation to make the dinner a 
success.! 

Volunteers 
We are always looking for volunteers for our Sunday mornings. 
Greeters: Meet people w ith a smile at the door as the enter the church building. 
Readers: Thom w ill provide you w ith a “script” for your part, usually the Call to Worship, the 

Opening Prayer, and the Scripture reading. 
Announcer: You ask for announcements and lead the time of Joys and Concerns. 
Fellowship Host: Provide goodies after worship, making sure there are enough cups, 

plates, and napkins. 
Food Pantry: Meet our guests and distribute food. This is a 45 -minute commitment, and 

training is available. 
 
Signing up is easy. Most Sundays there are folders set up at fellowship time for each of these. 

You can also contact a member of Worship & Spiritual Growth or Missions. 
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10/7/2018   Pentecost 20  
Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17   The Ten Commandments 
 
 
10/14/2018  Pentecost 21  
Joshua 24:1-15 [16-26]   Joshua Serves God 
 
 
10/21/2018  Pentecost 22  
2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9; Psalm 51:1-9  Nathan and King David 
 
 
10/28/2018  Pentecost 23  
1 Kings 3:4-28     Solomon’s Wisdom 
 
11/4/2018  Pentecost 24  
2 Kings 5:1-15a     Elisha Heals Naaman 
 
11/11/2018  Pentecost 25  
Micah [1:3-5] 5:2-5a; 6:6-8   Mercy, Justice, and Peace 
 
11/18/2018  Pentecost 26  
Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7; 2:1-4    God's Plan for Peace 
 
11/25/2018  Christ the King/Thanksgiving  
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11   Jeremiah’s Call 
 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

https://www.facebook.com/LyonsvilleChurch/
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News From Your Mission Board 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository 
(GCFD) on Saturday, October 20, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. We also go every 
Wednesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. For more information go to 
www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy Birmingham to sign 
up. The depository would like all volunteers to register in advance, which you can 
do HERE.   

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is used to   
provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering envelopes in the 
pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

On Sunday, October 7th, Katie Wiseheart, Program Director from The Leader-
Shop will be at Lyonsville for a Mission Sunday. The mission of The LeaderShop 
is as follows:  The LeaderShop empowers youth to become community-minded individuals 
through diverse programs that foster confidence, knowledge and leadership.  The Mission 
committee will host coffee hour and a free-will offering will be taken. 

LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
Come and help out at our own food pantry for just 45 minutes. It is from 11:45a.m. to 
12:30p.m. on Sundays. We would like to have two people there to help assist our guests/
visitors during this time. You just need to help restock any food dropped off, check expi-
ration dates, and help bag up food. Please contact Judy Birmingham or Mission Ministry 
for open dates. 

https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?section=indGpRegistrations&action=profile_conditional&fwID=17150
http://theleadershop.org/


6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org The Good News is  

produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is October 
21. 


