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In our daily lives, we use calendars to tell us where we are and where we
are going. In that calendar, we are in December, at the end of the year.
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Like the calendars we use each day, the church calendar also tells us
where we are and where we are going. But unlike the calendars we use
each day, the church calendar begins with the season of Advent. That
means that in our faith tradition, we have arrived at the new year already.
It is here!
What do people do in the New Year? Many of us make resolutions – things
we want to do in the coming year. As the church year starts, I encourage
you all to consider making spiritual resolutions.

These are a bit different than the resolutions we might make in January. In
January we might decide to focus on exercising more regularly. In Advent,
we might wish to focus on noticing more where we feel God’s presence
each day. Or, maybe we would focus on keeping a journal each day where
we write down something we’re grateful for.
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One way to think through a spiritual resolution is to finish this sentence:
“Yes, God! I am willing to….”
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One of the ways I finish that sentence is with: “Yes, God! I am willing to
trust you more.” Each day, I’ll write down one way God supported me
when I was anxious.
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However you choose to mark this new church year, know that I continue to
keep each of you in prayer, and I hope you have a blessed Advent and a
Merry Christmas.
In God’s love,
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LYONSVILLE ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR
DECEMBER 9, 16, 23, 2018
Purchaser Name__________________________________________
Date____________________________________________________
Purchase a special gift that will benefit someone in need in our community, in the United States, or in our world. Alternative gifts empower people in crisis, feed the hungry, and build peace in our global community. Whether you choose
to give monies to help local or global missions or help farmers earn a fair price for their coffee, tea, nuts, or chocolate,
a gift as little as $5 can begin to make a difference. Thank you for supporting this holiday project.
Lyonsville Alternative Gifts Choices:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Adopt-A-Family (Local Mission)
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross)
Constance Morris House
Night Ministry

Amount $
________
________
________
________

EQUAL EXCHANGE & FAIR TRADE COFFEE AND TEA
_____Organic Breakfast Blend ( Drip Grind) @ $6.00/12 0z.bag
_____Organic French Roast (Drip Grind, @$7.00/12 oz.bag
_____Organic Decaf French Roast (Drip Grind) @8.00/12 oz.bag
_____Organic Mind, Body, and Soul (Drip Grind) @$7.00/12oz. bag
_____Organic Earl Grey Tea @$3.25/box of 20 tea bags
_____Organic Darjieling Tea @$3.25/box of 20 tea bags
_____Organic Black Tea@$3.25/box of 20 tea bags
_____Organic Green Tea @ $3.25/box of 20 tea bags
_____Organic Chamomile Tea @ $3.25/box of 20 tea bags
CHOCOLATE PRODUCTS
_____Organic Dark Chocolate With Almonds (55% cacao, 2.8 oz) @ $3.00/bar
_____Organic Very Dark Chocolate (71% cacao, 2.8 oz) @$3.00/bar
_____Organic Milk Chocolate (43% cacao, 2.8 oz) @ $3.00/bar
_____Organic Mint Dark Chocolate (67% cacao, 2.8 oz) @ $3.00/bar
_____Organic Orange Dark Chocolate (65% cacao, 2.8 oz) @ $3.00/bar
_____Organic Milk Chocolate Caramel Crunch with Sea Salt (43% cacao, 2.8 oz) @ $3.00/bar
_____Organic Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips (55% cacao, 10oz bag) @ $4.00/bag
_____Organic Hot Cocoa Mix @ $6.00/12 oz can
_____Organic Dark Hot Cocoa Mix @ $6.00/12 oz can
NUTS
_____Organic Natural Almonds (8 oz bag) @$7.00/bag
_____Organic Roasted Salted Cashews (8 oz bag) @ $6.50/bag
TOTAL_____________
The Mission Board is appreciative of your generous support. Thank you.

________CASH

OR

________CHECK
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Happy Birthday (click here for birthday wishes)
Garrett Schwartz
David Woods
Olivia Servello
Patrick Ferguson
Jill von Trebra
Mary Ellis

12/3
12/3
12/8
12/13
12/14
12/18

Morgan Mills
Marjie Snyder
Ryan Ferguson

1/19
1/27
1/26

Maria Korber
Ryan Brown
Robert Owen
Keely Ann Hegner
Laura Richel
Chris Korber

Evan Stanley
Glenda Weaver
Carol Kruse

1/28
1/29
1/30

12/18
12/20
12/23
12/24
12/24
12/25

George Haigh

1/31

Happy Anniversary
Bill and Dee Wallace
Bob and Patti Haigh
Bill Ressl and Penny Taylor
Mark and Kathy Richel

12/9
12/14
12/23
12/26

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Marvin Davis
Jamie Hankus
Chuck Helms
Kathy Loehman
Marion Randolph

Beth Smidt
Dee Wallace
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Mark Your Calendars
DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR THE HOLIDAYS will take place
Sunday, December 2nd after worship.

This year's Advent Study will be on " Learning to Walk in the Dark" - a book by Barbara
Brown Taylor. We gather three times, on Wednesdays at 7pm starting December 5. Please
read through Chapter 3 before the first meeting. It's not too late to join if you plan on purchasing or borrowing your own book. There are kindle versions available online, and there
also several copies available through the SWAN libraries. Even if you can't make the study,
please pick up a copy.

Our Christmas Pageant will
be December 16

Our Christmas Eve service is 5pm on
Monday, 12/24.

Lauren McSweeney will be preaching on December 30.

Manna Fundraiser
Manna gift card order forms are in the Narthex. The orders will be due
December 2 and will be distributed on December 9. Please see Cindi
Fiandaca for more information.

These make great Christmas gifts!

Pastor Sean will be on vacation from December 25 to January 2. From January 3-9 he will
be in Arizona on continuing education leave, attending the first class of the Next Generation Leadership Initiative. He will return to the office on January 10. During his absence
please contact the office with any pastoral care needs, or after hours contact Nayna Byers
or Doug Adams. As always, an area pastor is on call if an urgent pastoral care need arises.

Annual Reports will be due January 6.
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Thank you all who provided food or a financial donation
which helped us put together turkey dinner meals for 22 of
our food pantry families.

Thank you to the following people who helped make the Raffle Tables a huge success: for putting the baskets together: Doug Adams, Nayna Byers, Melissa Corlett,
Ciindi Fiandaca, Jean Hegner, Karen Oberg, Margie Snyder, Kathy Richel, Patti Haigh
for making all the beautiful bows, Cindy Schurig for helping to set up the raffle tables; Doug Adams, Judy Birmingham, Barbara Loehman, Maddy Holloway, and her
friend Cassie Cranshaw for selling raffle tickets, and to Maddy, Cassie, Henry
McSweeney, Vivian Kringlie, Abby Kringle and the teens from The LeaderShop for
their help in distributing the items to the winners. A special thank you to our M.C. for
the night, Tom McSweeney.

We raised a total of $1,300 on the two raffles. Laura Wilkinson was the winner of the
50/50 cash raffle. A special thank you to everyone who donated an item, gift card, or
put together a basket or items for the raffle. We also want to thank the following local
businesses for their donation: the LaGrange Theatre, Willow Hills Restaurant, Casey's
Market, the Flagg Creek Golf Course, and Wolf's Head Restaurant.

The Harvest Home Turkey Dinner was once again a huge success! We served 116 dinners this year. It was truly a congregational event and we should all be proud of our contribution. Thanks to Judy Birmingham, and all the many volunteers who helped sell raffle
tickets, make up the baskets, bring in and solicit donations for our raffle. Thanks to Marion Randolph for making phone calls to reach out to past attendees. Thanks to all the
many helping hands (on the scene and behind the scenes) who helped wrap silverware,
decorate the room, bake or bring in pies, plate the pies, to all of our friends and family
who bought tickets to the dinner and raffle, to the people who helped with the clean-up.
We had a wonderful turn out filled with much fun and fellowship.
It was wonderful to have volunteer support from The LeaderShop as well. Thank you
Ashley and Miriam (Staff). High School Volunteers: Jasmine, Kayla, and Adam. They were
a big help and their time was greatly appreciated.
A special thank you to Luis and Linda Perez for their help in the kitchen. Their expertise
in the kitchen was a big help.
Thanks to everyone for supporting our Turkey Dinner.
Your 2018 Harvest Home Turkey Dinner co-chairs,
Wilma Mrazek and Cindi Fiandaca
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News from The Pews
LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS ORDER FORM
You may place your order for flowers during fellowship time on Sunday, December 2,
December 9 and December 16. You will be able to take your plant home after service on Christmas Eve - your name will be on your plant(s) to ensure that everyone receives what they ordered. Your completed order form (and check or cash) should be given to Judy Birmingham.
Thank you.
COLOR (red/white/
pink)
POINSETTIA
(6 1/2”)

PRICE

QUANTITY

TOTAL AMT.

$13.50

NAME:
TOTAL PAID:
Did you know you can support Lyonsville Church when you
make purchases with Amazon? AmazonSmile donates .5% of
your purchases to an organization of your choice. Click
here to set up Lyonsville Church as your organization. Then
just go to smile.amazon.com to shop.

You can once again make on-line donations to the
church!
Just click on the “Donate” button at the top of our
website. You can make a recurring donation, or a one
time donation, such as for Christmas.
LYONSVILLE CHURCH FOOD PANTRY. The M ission
Board is currently exploring options for the food pantry's future. Is there enough investment in the congregation to continue this service? We are in need of more volunteers and donations if we are to continue. Otherwise, it may be time to celebrate the good work done and direct our energy elsewhere.
Volunteers serve on Sunday from 11:45am to 12:30pm. We
would like to have two people there to help assist our guests/
visitors during this time. You just need to help restock any food
dropped off, check expiration dates, and help bag food. Are you
interested in volunteering? If so, please contact Judy Birmingham or a member of the Mission Ministry Board for open dates.
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An Advent of Gratitude
Most advent calendars present us with a gift each day leading up to Christmas. The purpose of
this Advent of Gratitude is to remind us of the gifts we already have, what we often take for granted, what we can and should be grateful for. Each daily reminder includes a suggestion for payment, a small monetary gift that in 24 days will grow into a donation. At the end of this challenge,
please bring your donation to Lyonsville to help support the general fund.
Dec. 1
Dec. 2
Dec. 3

Pay $0.25 for each woman in your family who graduated from high school.
If you rode in a car today, pay $1.00. Pay $2.00 if you drove the car.
Count the light switches in your house. Pay $0.25 for each one.

Dec. 4
Dec. 5

How many pairs of shoes/boots/slippers do you own? Pay $0.10 per pair.
If you have never experienced having your electricity cut-off or your heat shut off
due to inability to pay a bill, pay $5.00.
If you have travelled outside of the U.S., pay $2.00. Pay an extra $2.00 if you have
travelled in this past year.
Pay $2.00 if you’ve bought a gourmet coffee in the past month.
If you went to work this week and earn an income, pay $2.00.
Pay $1.00 for every refrigerator/freezer in your home.
Count every cell phone/ipad in your home. Pay $1.00 per device.
If you graduated from a university or college, pay $1.00 per degree/certificate.
How many televisions do you have in your house? Pay $1.00 per TV. Pay an extra
$1.00 if you subscribe to Netflix.
Open your pantry/cupboards. If you have more food than you can consume in two
days, pay $2.00.
Pay $2.00 if you have more than one bank account.
If you slept in a warm bed last night, pay $2.00.
If you visited the doctor in the past year for something relatively minor, pay $2.00.
Count the faucets in your home. Pay $0.50 per faucet.
If you’ve bought gifts for others this season, pay $1.00. If you’ve added a little
something for yourself, pay an extra $1.00.
If your home has more than 25 books, pay $1.00. If more than 50, pay $2.00.

Dec. 6
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

7
8
9
10
11
12

Dec. 13
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

14
15
16
17
18

Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

22
23
24
25

If your parents had a high school education, pay $1.00. If one attended college or
university, pay $2.00. Pay $3.00 if both attended.
If you are travelling more than 50 miles to celebrate Christmas this season, pay
$1.00. Pay $2.00 if you are confident that your method of travel will get you there.
Count the coats in your close. Pay $0.25 per coat or jacket.
Pay $2.00 if you can name more than 5 people who love you.
If you have a pet, pay $2.00. Pay an additional $2.00 if you have more than one.
Donation time
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12/2/2018
Advent 1
Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4; 3:[3b-6], 17-19
12/9/2018
Esther 4:1-17

Advent 2

12/16/2018
Isaiah 42:1-9

Advent 3

Waiting and Watching

Esther Leads
The Savior is Coming

12/23/2018
Advent 4
Matthew 1:18-25

Joseph Trusts Gog

12/24/2018
Luke 2:1-20

Jesus: A Promise For All People

Christmas Eve

12/30/2018
Christmas 1
Matthew 1:1-17

God’s Promise Fulfilled

1/6/2019
Epiphany
Matthew 2:1-23

Flight to Egypt

1/13/2019
Epiphany 1
Matthew 3:1-17

Jesus and John the Baptist

1/20/2019
Epiphany 2
Matthew 4:1-17

Temptation in the Wilderness

1/27/2019
Epiphany 3
Matthew 5:1-20

Sermon on the Mount

New Hats/Scarves/Gloves/Socks for the Lyonsville Food Pantry
During the winter months, we plan to collect new hats, scarves,
gloves and socks (for all ages). Please bring your donation (either home
made or store bought) to church any Sunday and either give it to a member of the Mission Board or leave it in the bin at the top of the stairs going
into the fellowship hall. Thank you.
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News From Your Mission Board
We will not be going to the Greater Chicago Food Depository in December.

Alternative Gift Fair
It is time once again for our Christmas Alternative Gift Fair. This event is a great way to remember someone at the holidays by supporting a charity, rather than giving a gift the receiver
may not want or need. By supporting these organizations, you are making a difference in the
world by empowering people in crisis, feeding the hungry, and building peace in our local and
global communities. You will also be able to purchase equal exchange fair trade items such as
coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate bars, chocolate chips and nuts. This year, the gift fair will be
open after service on Sundays 12/9, 12/16, and 12/23. An order form is included in this newsletter and will be available in the Sunday bulletins and at the fair in West Fellowship Hall.
This year the Mission Board has chosen the following four organizations in which you can
make a donation:
1) Adopt a Family - Christmas is a time of sharing and giving gifts and spending time with
family and friends. By supporting this mission, we will be able to provide Christmas gifts for a
local family (or families) in need. If you are aware of anyone in our own church, a food pantry
patron, or someone in the community who needs help this holiday season, please let Nayna
Byers or Judy Birmingham know. This information is kept confidential.
2) Constance Morris House - is a domestic violence shelter and program for women and children fleeing abusive relationships serving our area. They also provide a 24-hour crisis hotline,
outreach and education, non-residential counseling and legal services.
3) The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works to provide housing, health
care and human connection to members of our community struggling with poverty or homelessness. With an open heart and an open mind, they accept people as they are and work to
address their immediate physical, emotional and social needs while affirming their sense of
humanity. Through The Night Ministry's Health Outreach Bus, Youth Outreach Van and Youth
Shelter Network, each year they provide services to 5,200 adults, teens, pregnant and new
moms who have nowhere else to go.
4) Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund (one of our 5 Special Offerings) - For over 100 years, the Christmas Fund has helped clergy and lay church employees who are facing challenging financial situations. UCC congregations and individuals give
generously so that the Pension Boards, on behalf of the whole church, can continue this ministry of direct support. Among other things, the fund helps provide pension and health premium
supplementation to low-income retirees, and provides emergency assistance to the families of
clergy and lay employees.
If there are members or friends who are not able to be in church with us, but would like to
support this mission, please send your check made payable to Lyonsville and send to the attention of the Mission Board, along with a note which organization you would like to support.
Thank you in advance for your support of this mission event.
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