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I’d like to share the story of a church I know. This church had been around
for a while and was getting tired. Everything in the world around them was
changing. They felt pressure from inside and outside. They were having
trouble holding on to faith, and they had less people than they used to
have. The future was unclear. They weren’t quite sure what God was up
to.
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I don’t know the name of this church or where it was – nobody does. This
is the church that the New Testament Letter to the Hebrews was written
to. In fact, the “letter” is a sermon that was sent because the writer couldn’t give it in person.
Hebrews gets at core questions: what is faith? Where do we find strength
to persevere? Who is Jesus? What did he do, and what is he doing now?
Who are we? Who are we called to be? How do we move into the future
with faith?
This July and August (and the first day of September) we’ll be walking
through the Letter to the Hebrews together, start to finish. On page 9
you’ll find the text and focus for each week. Between Sundays, I will offer
opportunities to explore the parts of the text we aren’t looking at in worship: sometimes with podcasts, mid-week gatherings, or on your own studies. I’m still ironing those parts out and will share information when I have
it.
I encourage you to join us this summer as we dig in to this letter. Of
course, I know many of us travel during these months, so I’m making an
extra effort to make this exploration available online too. Starting July 7,
sermon audio will be available online and by CD. Even if you’re traveling, I
encourage you to be part of Lyonsville’s worship life from afar.
As always, I look forward to facing these big questions together.
In Love,
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Join Us
MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP m eets on the second Saturday of each m onth at 9:00
a.m. at Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in
Indian Head Park. All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more
information contact Byron Loehman.
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) w ill m eet for
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
July 6. They will also meet Saturday, August 3. All boomers and their
friends are invited. Contact Judy Birmingham for more information.

Mark Your Calendars

The church office will be closed Thursday, July 4 in
observance of Independence Day.

Discernment teams meetings:
July 14 and August 11 after worship.
The teams and team leaders are:
Revitalization - Sanna Bashor
Closure - Nayna Byers
Maintenance/Downsizing - Karen Oberg
Collaboration/Merger - Lauren
McSweeney
History Task Force - Sharon Comstock
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Happy Birthday (click here for birthday wishes)
Sanna Bashor
Nick Guglielmi
Michael Baker
Marvin Davis
Marion Randolph
Peter Schuch
Adeline Brocken

7/1
7/2
7/3
7/4
7/4
7/6
7/7

Autumn (Byers) Wolf
Bay (Byers) Wolf
Bruce Cady
Lacelyn Salvatori
Michael Belletete
Robert Hegner
Rosemary Klitchman
Cody Helms
Chris Weaver
Steven Brocken

Beth Doria
Dawn Snell
Penny Taylor
Justin Knochemus Ferguson
Melissa Hendricks
Charlotte Mikat-Stevens
Bob von Trebra

7/8
7/11
7/11
7/12
7/18
7/24
7/31

8/1
8/1
8/1
8/1
8/5
8/5
8/6
8/9
8/10
8/11

Crystal Loehman
Brad Snyder
Byron Loehman
Lauren Moose
Cindy Schurig
Emelia Servello
Ian Hegner
Marianna Mikat-Stevens
Jack Godar

7/3
7/12

Lauren & Thomas McSweeney
Sherry & Bob Mueller

8/13
8/22
8/23
8/26
8/27
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/31

Happy Anniversary
Carrie & Michael Molloy
Laura & Bruce Cady

Bob & Jill von Trebra

7/29
7/31

8/13

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect.

Remember in Your Prayers
Marvin Davis
Paul Garrity
Jamie Hankus
David Havelka
Bob Hegner

Barbara Loehman
Byron Loehman
Kathy Loehman
Marion Randolph
Beth Smidt

Dee Wallace
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News From Your Mission Board
The Lyonsville food pantry will be open on Sunday, July 28th from
11:30 - 12:15. If you are willing to help out, please sign up in the folder
during fellowship hours or let Judy Birmingham or a member of the Mission Board know. The next time we will be open will be August 25.
GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food
Depository (GCFD) on Saturday, August 17 2019, from 8:30 a.m. to
11:15 a.m. For more information go to http://
www.chicagosfoodbank.org, or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy
Birmingham to sign up. The depository would like all volunteers to
register in advance.

Our July trip has been canceled.

In July and August we will collect school supplies for The LeaderShop. We are collecting binders, wide ruled notebooks, packages of
loose leaf paper, dual pocket folders (sturdy), school glue (stick or
bottled), pens (black, blue, red) , pencils, and pencil cases. Please
bring your supplies to church and leave them in the bin marked
"school supplies" by Sunday, August 4th so we can get the supplies
to The LeaderShop by Friday when they will be distributing them to
students.

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which is
used to provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white offering
envelopes in the pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund.
Thank you for your generosity!

We held a pizza and game night on Friday, June 23rd. We took up a free will offering of $70.00 which will be sent to Feed My Starving Children. We also sent a
check to FMSC in the amount of $225.00, which was collected during the school
year by the youth.

The Good News

Page 5

News from The Pews

Pastor Sean will be on vacation July 29 - August 10. Please direct any
pastoral care needs to the office. After hours emergencies can be directed to Nayna Byers or Doug Adams.

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE CELEBRATION AT ELMHURST COLLEGE
On 6/7-6/8/19, Pastor Sean, Barb Loehman, and Nayna Byers attended the Illinois Conference Celebration at Elmhurst College. Day 1 included a meaningful worship service
including Baptism Renewal for all, various speakers, plus Part 1 of the business meeting.
Day 2 started with a communion service. Nayna and Barb attended two different
breakout sessions. Part 2 of the business meeting followed, which included swearing in
of a new slate of conference leaders. There were keynote addresses by the Rev. Justo
Gonzalez, Interim Conference Minister, and the new Illinois Conference President Rev.
Chuck Maney.
The breakout session that Nayna attended was titled "Disagreeing Without Being Disagreeable". This was an excellent presentation and discussion on a timely topic. Today,
people are feeling very divided in so many ways and this session provided very real tools
to deal with discord in our personal, business, social media, family and church lives. One
key point was to listen to other's viewpoints with the purpose of understanding rather
than to convert or win. There is a handout regarding these tools that we can use in our
every day lives. Nayna will place copies of this handout in Fellowship Hall on the cart
with the hymnals. You are encouraged to take a copy.
Barb attended a session regarding structure and services of the United Church of Christ
Illinois Conference and Associations. Our Illinois Conference is made up of 5 Associations:
 Chicago Metropolitan - 92 congregations
 Western - 34 congregations
 Fox Valley - 44 congregations (Lyonsville is one)
 Prairie - 40 congregations
 Eastern - 40 congregations
A new staff directory for the Illinois Conference was distributed to all attendees at the
meeting. A copy is available in our church office.
Barb Loehman
Nayna Byers
Delegates
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We're always looking for ways to improve communication. As we walk our journey
of discerning God's will for Lyonsville together, Pastor Sean thought it would be
helpful to have a bulletin board in the building dedicated to providing information
and updates about the process, which you can find in the entryway, by the stairs
to the Fellowship Hall. Please check it out, and let Sean know if there's something
you think is missing.
As a reminder, materials and updates will also be posted in the members' only area of the church website. If you need information on how to access that page,
please contact Gary in the church office at lyonsville@sbcglobal.net. And as always, don't hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns.

You can now give to the church on-line using a bank account or credit card. Sim ply go to lyonsvillechurch.org/
donate to make a one-time donation, or sign up to make a recurring donation.
Recurring donations provide convenience for you and much-needed
consistency for church finances. Sign up today!

Financial Update
As of the end of May, 2019, we are at a deficit of $13K,
about $2,600 per month. This has improved since the
end of March, when we were running at about the same
deficit over only a 3 month period, and is less of a deficit
than we had projected under our budget.

Summer is here and the choir is taking a well-deserved break! Anyone w ho
wishes to provide some summer music should contact Mike Molloy to book a date. Do your
grandkids take piano lessons? Does your Uncle Frank play the accordion? Is your sister an
opera singer? Sign 'em up! All are welcome who wish to make a joyful noise!!
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Thank you to all who donated peanut butter
and jelly to the Lyonsville food pantry in June.
Thank you to the Indian Head Park Women's Guild for
their donation of $100.00 for the Lyonsville food pantry.

Thank you to all who purchased items or donated money to put together
CWS Health Kits. We assembled 29 kits and they will be delivered to CWS
in Elgin.

Thank you to our volunteers Judy Birmingham, Cindi Fiandaca and Karen
Oberg for helping out on Saturday, June 15th at the Greater Chicago Food
Depository. They bagged, boxed, labeled, and palletized 4, 922 pounds of
sweet potatoes, 6,672 pounds of brown rice and bread for distribution.
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Thank you to those who placed Manna orders
in June. It’s appreciated and is making a difference – we made $172.03 for Lyonsville
Church. The next deadline will be in the Fall.
We look forward to your continued participation in this important fundraiser for our
Church, and thanks again for your order!
Blessings, Cindi Fiandaca

Dear Lyonsville UCC Family,
I’m writing to thank you for your prayers, cards, and calls during my recent
diagnosis, surgery, and recovery from endometrial cancer.
It has been an emotional rollercoaster, as you might imagine, and both Bob
and I have been “showered” with so much love and care. We really value
Lyonsville UCC, which has been with us throughout this time, and during
our time in and away from IndianHead Park. We definitely share a faith
that doesn’t provide guarantees of life without complications, but rather the
assurance that God is with us and that we are never alone.
I have seen so many friends at Lyonsville and my own family deal with
cancer with grace, strength, and positivity that I cannot help but feel in
awe. I am overwhelmed by your gifts of love for us and am truly grateful.
You gave me a precious gift in all of that! Thank you!
Grace and Peace,
Jill von Trebra

Thank you to all who donated to our Special Offering, Strengthen
the Church, in June. This is one of the "5 for 5" offerings to which
Lyonsville contributes. When you invest in the vision supported by
Strengthen the Church, your gift will plant new churches, awaken
new ideas in existing churches, and help develop the spiritual lives
of our youth and young adults. This is another way that we can confirm that we are the church and that we are still listening
to God.......that God is still speaking.
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7/7/2019
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 1:1-14
Sermon: How Can Jesus be any Help?
7/14/2019
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 3:1-19
Sermon: W ho Are W e and W here Are W e Going?
7/21/2019
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 4:14 - 5:10
Sermon: How Does Jesus Get Us There?
7/28/2019
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 8:1-13
Sermon: Bringing Old and N ew Together
8/4/2019
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 9:15-22, Exodus 24:3-8
Sermon: W e’re in this Together

Pastor Sean on vacation. Rev. Emily Mitchell preaching.
8/11/2019
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 10:19 -39
Sermon: W hat Do W e Do N ow ?
8/18/2019
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 11:23 - 12:2
Sermon: Strength from our Ancestors
8/25/2019
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 12:18 -29
Sermon: Fear and Gratitude: Truly Approaching God
9/1/2019
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Hebrew s 13:20 -25
Sermon: Taking the Baton and R unning the R ace
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Contact Lyonsville

The Good News is
produced monthly, except
for a combined July/
August edition.
Please submit your
articles to
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.
The deadline for the
next issue is August 18.

Phone 708-246-1255
Email Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web at
www.lyonsvillechurch.org

Please return this form to update your contact information.
____ Please correct the information on the mailing label.

____ No thanks. Please remove from mailing list.
____

I prefer email delivery. Here’s my email address:
——————————————————————

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
6871 Joliet Road
Indian Head Park, IL 60525

