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PASTOR’S CORNER 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

It’s hard to believe September is here! This is the start of new year as 
people return from travel, the choir starts up again, and all ages have 
new opportunities to grow in faith. I’m excited to share some of those 
with you below: 
 
New Faith Formation Opportunities 
There are two new opportunities available, with more in the works: 

 
Wednesday Night “Soul Kitchen”: Join folks from St. Helena’s 

Episcopal Church at 6:30pm on Wednesday nights for dinner 
and spirited discussion. The group chooses its own topics and 
locations as they go, generally via group text. If you’re interest-
ed contact the office and we’ll get you on the list.  

“Faith This Week” Monday Emails: On Mondays we’ll send out 
an email with a recap from Sunday and a link to the sermon, and 
resources for your faith journey that week, such as daily readings 
and devotions, podcasts, art, articles, service opportunities and 
more. This is in addition to the weekly e-news on Wednesday. 
Please let the office know if you prefer to only receive one or the 
other. 

 
Worshiping with All Ages 
A big focus this year will be on integrating people of all ages into the 
worship life of the congregation. This comes from last year’s experi-
ment with a separate intergenerational class. When this was evaluated 
earlier this summer, we decided that this year we would focus our ener-
gy on one common Sunday morning experience for everybody. 
 
This doesn’t mean worship is changing a whole lot, but it does mean 
that we’ll be looking for new ways to involve kids in participating and 
leading worship. There are a lot of good resources and ideas and we’ll 
be trying different things to see what works.  
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Part of this means that you might see kids doing things you aren’t used to. For example, 
one good practice for all ages worship is inviting smaller kids to take off their shoes and 
stand on the pew. This helps them be on the same level as the adults which can be really 
important for their sense of belonging. If you have questions about something you see 
that sees odd, it may be something we’re trying! You’re always welcome to ask me and I 
can fill you in. 
 
One of the hottest button issues when it comes to kids in worship is worship etiquette, so 
I’ve included an article about that in this newsletter (page 7). It’s an important, ongoing 
conversation without easy answers. Let me know what you think! 
 
As always, I’m so glad to be on this journey with you! 
 
Blessings, 

Thank you to our volunteers: Judy Birmingham, Karen Oberg, 
and Cindi Fiandaca for helping out on Saturday, August 17 at 
the Greater Chicago Food Depository. They bagged, boxed, 
labeled, and palletized 7,608 pounds of brown rice for distri-
bution. 

Thank you to Patti Haigh for the purchase of new curtains for the west fellowship hall. 
Patti also paid to have the curtains shortened.  They really brighten up the fellowship 
hall!  Thanks to Judy Birmingham, Gary Cihak and Barbara & Byron Loehman for help-
ing to hang the curtains. 

Thank you to all who purchased school supplies for The LeaderShop. 

Thank you to all who supported the Oberweis fundraiser for this year's CROP Walk. A 
total of $141.00 was raised and sent to Church World Service. 
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Happy Birthday   (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Marvin Davis 
Paul Garrity 
Jamie Hankus 
David Havelka 
Bob Hegner 

Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  
Marion Randolph 
Beth Smidt  

Dee Wallace 

Cali Fiandaca     9/1 
Brianna Kulawiak         9/1 
Michelle Pierson     9/3 
Gail Helms      9/9 
Carrie Molloy      9/9 
Jerry Cihak      9/12 

Aleta Belletete      9/19 
Doug Adams   9/23 
Steven Van Der Stuyf   9/23 
Justin Pondelick      9/28 
Jacob Brocken              9/29   
 

Kathy Richel  10/1  
Mikayla Bashor 10/2 
Erika Wierdak 10/8 
Jack Wolf  10/10 
Lauren McSweeney 10/12 
Jordan Taylor 10/12   

Gabrielle Miller 10/13  
Braden Matthews 10/16 
Ryan Snell  10/16 
Donna Prather 10/17 
Vivian Kringlie 10/17      
Nolan Snell  10/19          

Barbara Loehman 10/20 
Travis Weaver 10/20 
Steven Nunez 10/21 
Laurie Tsukuno        10/25 
Meghan Ferguson 10/26  
Patti Haigh  10/27 

Rick & Dawn Snell   9/16 
Kelsey (Byers) & Brian June 9/23 
 
No anniversaries in October. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1
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News From Your Mission Board 

The Lyonsville food pantry will be open on Sunday, September 29th 
from 11:30 - 12:15.  If you are willing to help out, please sign up in the 
folder during fellowship hours or let Judy Birmingham or a member of the 
Mission Board know.  The next time we will be open will be October 27. 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITY  
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository (GCFD) on Saturday, September 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m. For more information go to http://
www.chicagosfoodbank.org, or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy        
Birmingham to sign up. The depository would like all volunteers to 
register in advance.  
 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan 
Fund, which is used to  provide assistance locally to persons in need. 
You may use the white offering envelopes in the pews, and indicate that 
the gift is for the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you for your generosity! 

It’s not too early... To start thinking about our Harvest Home Dinner Turkey raffle. If 
you have any new or like-new items that you could donate, we would greatly appreciate it. 
You can drop things off in the church office. We will also be looking for people who would 
be willing to put together some baskets. If you can help, please let Judy Birmingham know. 

Collection for Ponca Tribe - The Loehman's hope to be able to travel to Oklahoma in Octo-
ber to visit their friends on the reservation. In 1800, the Ponca tribe was forced to leave Ne-
braska and settled in Oklahoma. The Ponca are a small tribe of Native American people who 
are trying to save their culture and language. The Loehman's have known these people for 
close to thirty years. They have many needs, share what they get and help each other, which 
is very nice. The Loehman's will put together food baskets which are given to widows and 
families. They also take one big food basket to the men's dance. They include some things for 
children, and things that they can't buy, like cleaning products, diabetic foods, candy for the 
kids, cake mixes and cookies. One of our mission projects for September is to take up a col-
lection to give to the Loehman's when they go to Oklahoma so they can purchase some of the 
items for the baskets. Money will be collected until Sunday, September 29th.  Your dona-
tions are greatly appreciated. 

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org
https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?section=indGpRegistrations&action=returning_login&fwID=21610&ret=section%3DindGpRegistrations%26action%3Dprofile_conditional%26fwID%3D21610
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    News from The Pews 

Don’t forget that you can support Lyonsville Church when you make pur-
chases with Amazon. AmazonSmile do-
nates 0.5% of your purchases to an or-
ganization of your choice. Click here to set 
up Lyonsville Church as your organization. 
Then just go to smile.amazon.com to 
shop. This is a great way to do your 
back to school shopping. 
Amazon gave back $7.83 to Lyonsville in 
the second quarter of 2019! 

We're always looking for ways to improve communication. As we walk our 
journey of discerning God's will for Lyonsville together, Pastor Sean thought it 
would be helpful to have a bulletin board in the building dedicated to provid-
ing information and updates about the process, which you can find in the en-
tryway, by the stairs to the Fellowship Hall. Please check it out, and let Sean 
know if there's something you think is missing. 
 
As a reminder, materials and updates will also be posted in the members' on-
ly area of the church website. If you need information on how to access that 
page, please contact Gary in the church office at lyonsville@sbcglobal.net. 
And as always, don't hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns. 

You can now give to the church on-line using a bank account 
or credit card. Simply go to lyonsvillechurch.org/ donate  to 
make a one-time donation, or sign up to make a recurring donation. 
 
Recurring donations provide convenience for you and much-needed 
consistency for church finances. Sign up today!  

Church directories are available in the office. They include a new address 
for the von Trebras. 

https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=d3a9481c81&e=0d53295c3b
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=58d05a34fc&e=0d53295c3b
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=a6b737de62&e=7d1764f8ab
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    News from The Pews 

St. Helena's rector (Episcopal-speak for pastor), Father Ethan, and 
Pastor Sean recorded a podcast on Hebrews 12:1-17 called Persever-

ance and Pain: Running the Race. Click the link to listen. We ex-
plore why do we do hard things and how to keep at it when the go-
ing gets rough. Father Ethan's background in personal fitness made 
this an especially interesting conversation! All our podcasts and ser-
mons can be heard either on our website or FaceBook page. 

Illinois Conference 9th Annual Women’s Retreat 
Friday, 9/27/19 - Saturday 9/28/19 

at Pilgrim Park 
 

Be the Church: 
From the Book of Acts 
To Infinity and Beyond 

 
You are invited to attend this retreat. A 23 hour get-a-way to relax 
while engaging God’s Holy Spirit. The event starts at 4:30pm on Fri-
day and ends around 3:30pm on Saturday. The cost is $116 which 
includes Retreat materials, dinner and lodging on Friday, breakfast 
and lunch on Saturday. Pilgrim Park is located in Princeton, IL. The 
deadline for registration is no later than 9/13. You can reg-
ister online at  
www.il-outdoorministries.org. Ronda Bower, Pastor Thom’s wife, is 
one of the Directors of the event. If you have any questions about 
the event, registration, lodging or special needs, feel free to call 
Tara Cade at Pilgrim Park at 815-447-2390. Wilma Mrazek and 
Nayna Byers have already registered. If you decide to attend, let 
Nayna know for possible carpooling.  

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE E-Newsletter of the I llinois Conference of the United 
Church of Christ by visiting their website at www.ilucc.org. 

https://podpoint.com/lyonsville-congregational-united-church-of-christ-podcast/perseverance-and-pain-running-the-race
https://podpoint.com/lyonsville-congregational-united-church-of-christ-podcast/perseverance-and-pain-running-the-race
http://www.il-outdoorministries.org/
http://www.ilucc.org
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“Worship Etiquette” by Carolyn C. Brown (full article at bit.ly/2KDuSVB) 
 
When God’s people gather for worship we include a wide variety of individuals who share a basic and 
deep need to be there.  We all need to feel loved and wanted and accepted as one of God’s children.  We 
need to hear God’s Word proclaimed and to pray and sing with others.  But, we also have some very 
different needs.   

 Most need to be a little noisier and wiggly than most adults. 

 The deaf 80 year old needs enough quiet to be able to hear at least a little of what is said. 

 The harried middle adults are seeking peace and calm and quiet. 
 
The general rule of worship etiquette is that I can do whatever I want during worship until what I do 
keeps another person from being able to worship.  Its corollary is that we each must recognize and ac-
cept the needs of other worshipers.  If we whisper loudly, they can’t hear.  If we don’t stay in our seat, 
they can’t pay attention to the preacher.  If we frown at them and their children, they do not feel like 
God’s loved children who are welcome in the sanctuary. Parents can’t expect all the adults in the room 
to give up their need to worship to accommodate a disruptive child.  Non-parent adults can’t expect 
children to not be children in the sanctuary.  It takes all of us working together to make worship wor-
shipful for all of us. 
 
Within this general rule, there are specifics that will vary from congregation to congregation but in-
clude the following (in no particular order). 
 The sound of crayons, markers or pencils on paper is acceptable. It does not drown out the voices of 

the worship leaders. 
 The sound of rattling toys, electronic games, or smart phone activities is not. Those sharper sounds 

are harder to hear around or through.  
 Quiet whispering is needed between parents and children, but not between children and their 

friends.  And all whispering should be about worship. 
 Kicking the pew in front of you definitely disturbs the worship of the people sitting in that 

pew.  One way to help younger children avoid this is to take their shoes off, especially if those shoes 
have hard soles.  This also makes their movements in the pew quieter for those around them and less 
bruising for their parents. 

 Pacing in the back with a child who needs the movement to stay relaxed is often essential.  Children 
going on frequent unscheduled, unescorted walks around the front of the sanctuary is not because 
it distracts everyone in the room. 

 There will be brief child noises of all sorts.  But brief is the key word.  When a child’s noise last 
longer than a minute or two, it is time to leave for the sake of worshipers around you AND to return 
when the child is ready and able to be quieter again.  

 
The key to good worship etiquette is not knowing the rules, but paying attention to people around 
you and learning how to participate more and more fully in worship.  So, worshipers of all ages can 
learn to 
 Smile at their worship neighbors and call them by name 
 Pass the peace to neighbors 
 Pass the offering plates 
 Know what to do during baptisms and communion 

https://bit.ly/2KDuSVB
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

 

Discernment teams meeting/final reports: 
 September 15 after worship.  

The teams and team leaders are: 
Revitalization - Sanna Bashor 
Closure - Nayna Byers 
Maintenance/Downsizing - Karen Oberg 
Collaboration/Merger - Lauren 
McSweeney 
History Task Force - Sharon Comstock 

 
Dear Lyonsville Members and Friends: 
 
Believe it or not, it's already time to start planning for this year's 
Harvest Home Turkey Dinner, which w ill be held on Satur-
day, November 9 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm. This year, I  am 
looking for someone to co-chair the event. Specifically, to help sell 
tickets. 
This event involves the whole congregation - and we need every-
one's help to make this a successful fundraiser. If you'd like to help 
or have any questions, please let me know. 
I am looking forward to continuing this time-honored tradition to-
gether. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Cindi Fiandaca                     

CROP Walk 2019 will be held on Sunday, October 28th, 
which is the same day as our Congregational meeting.  Due to this 
conflict, Lyonsville will be putting together a team to walk on Sat-
urday morning, October 27th. Lyonsville will receive a portion of 
the money collected which will be used to buy food for our food 
pantry. If you are interested in being part of the team, please let a 
member of the Mission Board know.  

All Ages Trivia Night - Friday, September 6 at 6pm. Co-hosted 
with La Grange Pointe. 
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9/1/2019   Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
Scripture: Hebrews 13:20-25 
Sermon: Taking the Baton and Running the Race 
 
9/8/2019   Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture: Genesis 2:4b-25 
Sermon: From Dust to Glory: Why Are We Here?  
 
9/15/2019   Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture: Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
Sermon: Impossible! 
 
9/22/2019   Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture: Genesis 32: 9-13, 33-20 
Sermon: Wrestling, Limping, Blessed  
 
9/29/2019   Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Scripture: Exodus 1:8-14 [1:15--2:10]; 3:1-15 
Music Sunday 
 

   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 
a.m. at Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in 
Indian Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  
 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) w ill NOT meet for   
breakfast in September. They will next meet Saturday, October 5. All 
boomers and their friends are invited.  Contact Judy Birmingham for 
more  information. 
 
 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/


6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org The Good News is  

produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is September 
22. 


