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PASTOR’S CORNER 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

We are coming to the 400th anniversary of a big historical 
event: the Pilgrims landing at Plymouth Rock in what is now 
called Massachusetts. As faithful people called 
“Congregational” we are the descendants of those Pilgrims. 
Their legacy is our legacy. 
 

In light of this anniversary, the Congregational Library and Ar-
chives in Boston (did you know there is such a thing? How 
cool!) has developed an excellent four-week study for Congrega-
tional Churches called Plymouth’s Pilgrims: Their Church, 
Their World, and Ours.  
 

Jean Hegner and I are planning an Advent Study exploring that 
history. The Library invites us to this study with these words: 
 

 As we approach the 400th anniversary of the Pilgrims’ arri-
val in Plymouth, we are inviting the churches of the Congre-
gational Way to take up their historical challenge and to cre-
ate fresh conversations about an old story, one that is deeply 
embedded in American lore and, for many Native American 
Communities, thick with painful memories. The 2020 anni-
versary provides us a unique opportunity – and an obliga-
tion, in fact – to engage with those storied Pilgrim Fathers 
and Mothers as full human beings, as morally and spiritually 
complex as anyone alive today…. 
 

 On this 400th anniversary of the pilgrims’ landing at Plym-
outh, we are presented with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to examine our legacy and consider our future. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.congregationallibrary.org/
http://www.congregationallibrary.org/
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We’re still ironing out the details, but it looks like we will be gathering after 
worship on the Sundays of Advent: December 1, 8, 15, and 22. We also hope to 
make materials available even if you aren’t able to join us for conversation. 
 
Why do this as an Advent Study? Well, the four sessions lined up well with four 
Sundays! But, more seriously: in Advent, the past, present and future come togeth-
er. We remember the past: the story of Jesus’ birth, and the hope he brought our 
ancestors. We celebrate the present: that Jesus is among us today. And we celebrate 
the future that Jesus promises – a world of hope, love, peace, and joy. 
 
In exploring this legacy, we too will bring past, present, and future together. We 
will learn more about where we came from, and where we might be going. I hope 
you can be part of the conversation! 
 
Blessings, 

Thank you to all who donated to the Ponca Tribe collection 
this year.  We gave Barbara and Byron Loehman a check in 
the amount of $240.00 which they mailed to a member of 
the Tribe for the purchase of food. 

Thank you to Judy Birmingham, Karen Oberg and Cindy Schurig for walking in this 
year's CROP Walk.  A full report will appear in the December newsletter. 
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Happy Birthday  (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Brad Conrad 
Marvin Davis 
Paul Garrity 
Phyllis Gergets 
Jamie Hankus 

David Havelka 
Mike Kelly 
Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  

Laura Miller 
Marion Randolph 
Larry Schurig 
Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

Byron & Barbara Loehman  11/10 
 
 
Bill and Dee Wallace     12/9 
Bob and Patti Haigh      12/14 
Bill Ressl and Penny Taylor    12/23 
Mark and Kathy Richel     12/26 

Chase Bashor 11/1 
Itzel Hegner  11/3 
Bob Haigh  11/5 
Karen Oberg  11/6 
Darrel Bashor 11/13 
Jonathan Begy 11/13 
Joe Wierdak  11/14 
Susan Mueller   11/18 

Beth Smidt  11/18 
Lillian Mueller 11/19 
Andrea Brocken 11/20 
Rom Stevens 11/20 
Peter Cook  11/27 
Donnie Smith 11/27 
Cherie Doria   11/30  
 

Garrett Schwartz 12/3 
David Woods  12/3 
Olivia Servello 12/8 
Patrick Ferguson 12/13 

Jill von Trebra 12/14  
Mary Ellis  12/18 
Maria Korber  12/18 
Ryan Brown  12/20 

Robert Owen  12/23 
Laura Richel  12/24 
Chris Korber  12/25 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1
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News From Your Mission Board 

The Lyonsville food pantry will be open on Sunday, November 24th 
from 11:30 - 12:15.  If you are willing to help out, please sign up in the 
folder during fellowship hours or let Judy Birmingham or a member of the 
Mission Board know.  The next time we will be open will be December 
29. 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good 
Samaritan Fund, which is used to  provide assistance locally 
to persons in need. You may use the white offering envelopes 
in the pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samari-
tan Fund. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Thanksgiving Turkeys 
The Mission Ministry will be collecting money to purchase a turkey and a 
$10 Aldi gift card for 20 of our food pantry families. If you would like to 
donate money to help purchase the turkeys, please see a member of Mis-
sion Ministry team during coffee hour. We will be collecting money until 
Sunday, November 17th and plan to give the food out the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving. 

Harvest Home Dinner Raffle Table - Raffle items for the 
Harvest Home Dinner raffle table are being collected by Judy 
Birmingham. Please bring your new or like new items to the 
church no later than Sunday, October 27th. The items may be 
raffled off separately or used as part of a gift basket. 

We will not be going to the Greater Chicago Food Depository in November or December. 
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  Recommendation for Lyonsville's Next Steps 

We felt that the issues with the building were preventing us from deciding what 
the future of Lyonsville Congregational UCC might look like. We need to deter-
mine if we want to stay in the current building, and spend the time and money to 
make it more usable, for whatever direction we decide to travel, or do we make the 
senior citizen decision to sell the old homestead and move to a condo, with lower 
maintenance, a smaller building more compatible with our current congregation.  
We don’t know what this would look like, but we have time to research what we 
could sell the building for, and what our options for a future building would be. A 
part of this is exploring switching worship space with Westminster OPC.  We 
would move into the Historic Chapel, and they would use our sanctuary for Sun-
day worship.  They are over capacity for the Chapel and we are spread extremely 
thin in our sanctuary designed for 200 people.  We have formed a Joint Task force 
with WOPC to work out logistics and feasibility of doing this.  Also, we have 
scheduled a February 8, 2020 workshop on "Repurposing Your Church for Ministry 
in Today's World" offered by Jill White of the Church Building & Loan Fund of the 
United Church of Christ.  
 
Our second focus would be how to revitalize our church.  What could we offer the 
community we exist in that would benefit that community?  Mental health issues in 
the community seems to be something that there was a lot of interest around in the 
work team that was focusing on revitalization. This could involve creating office 
space where outside counselors could meet with clients, social workers, clinics, etc.  
Again, we are not sure what this might include, but it seems to be a need in the 
community that we might be able to fulfill.  
 
We did not feel that we should make any decisions to cut staffing at this point, but 

once we decide the future of our building, we can explore a number of options to 

move forward. 

 

 In faith, 

 The Council of Lyonsville Congregational United Church of Christ 
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    News from The Pews 

BEDS Plus - BEDS Plus is looking for volunteers!  BEDS Plus is committed to re-
ducing and ending homelessness in our communities.  Volunteers make their work pos-
sible.  Please join one of their volunteer orientation training sessions to find out how 
you can make a difference.  Please sign up directly on their website:  www.beds-
plus.org or contact breitbarth@beds-plus.org (708-354-0858 x 137). 

Past sermons can be heard on our website. 

Please remember to fill out a pledge card for 2020. 

It is not too early for church officers and board leaders to start thinking about 

annual reports. 

Did you know you can support Lyonsville Church when you make purchases with Amazon? Ama-
zonSmile donates .5% of your purchases to an organization of your choice. Click here to set up 
Lyonsville Church as your organization. Then just go to smile.amazon.com to shop.  This is a 
great way to do your holiday shopping. 

http://www.beds-plus.org/
http://www.beds-plus.org/
mailto:breitbarth@beds-plus.org
https://lyonsvillechurch.org/grow-in-faith/sermonspodcasts/
https://lyonsvillechurch.org/
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=d3a9481c81&e=0d53295c3b
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=58d05a34fc&e=0d53295c3b
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

Please join us for a Thanksgiving Eve service 
(11/27) at 7pm at Highlands Presbyterian 
Church. I t 's a joint service w ith Burr Ridge 
UCC, Highlands, and Lyonsville. Diane Marelli will be 
the musician, and Rev. Tim Rhodes will preach. 

Church Women United 
2019 World Community Day 

Friday, November 1             Presbyterian Church of LaGrange 
Bible Study at 9:30; Celebration at 10:30 

All Saints Day will be observed Sunday, November 3. 

DISCERNMENT NEWS: 
The Leadership Council’s recommendation for 

Lyonsvilles’ next steps will be presented Sunday, 

November 17 after worship. 

Daylight savings time ends November 3. Be sure to move your clocks 

BACK 1 hour the night before. 

http://highlandspreschurch.org/index.html
http://highlandspreschurch.org/index.html
https://www.fpclg.org/
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   Join Us 

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 
a.m. at Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in 
Indian Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  
 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) w ill meet  for 
breakfast at Lyonsville and assemble the baskets for the             
Harvest Home raffle table at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 2nd. 
If you would like to bring a casserole (or some other breakfast food) 
to share, please contact Judy Birmingham. The WBBB's will also 
meet Saturday, December 7th at 9:00 a.m. at Willow Hills           
Restaurant. All boomers and their friends are invited. Contact Judy 
Birmingham for more information. 
 

HARVEST HOME TURKEY DINNER 
Saturday, November 9 

 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Invite your friends and family. 

 
If you have any question or would like to volunteer please contact 

the co-chairs,  
Cindi Fiandaca and Judy Birmingham 

 
 TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW! 

You may purchase tickets from Nayna Byers or the church office 
(708- 246-1255). We kindly ask that you purchase your tickets in 
advance of the dinner so that we order the appropriate amount of 
food. Raffles will be available at this event too. We look forward to 

seeing you there. 
 

Adults $20.00; Children ages 6-12  $12.00; 
Children 5 and under Free  

 
We need help from the congregation to make the 

dinner a success. 

https://www.willowhillrestaurant.com/
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11/3/2019   All Saints Day 
Scripture: 1 Kings 18:17-39 
Sermon: “Stories of the Saints” 
Theme: The saints of the past have much to teach us. On this All Saints 
Day celebration, we remember those who have gone before. We hear stories 
from our history, so that we may be strengthened to make history today. 
 
 
11/10/2019  Twenty Second Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture: Hosea 11:1-9 
Sermon: “Rupture and Repair” 
Theme: From the moment we are born, our relationships have a cycle 
that psychologists call “rupture and repair.” Our relationship with God is like 
that, too. The question isn’t how to avoid ruptures. The question is how to re-
pair the relationship when the ruptures come. 
 
 
11/17/2019  Twenty Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture: Isaiah 5:1-7, 11:1-5 
Sermon: “Old Stumps, New Shoots” 
Theme: We explore two images from the prophet Isaiah: the Unfruitful 
Vineyard, and the Stump of Jesse. When we feel cut down, where is hope 
found?  
 
11/24/2019  Twenty Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
Scripture: 2 Kings 22:1-20; 23:1-3 
Sermon: “An Enduring Purpose” 
Theme: God ’s people were focused on repairing the temple, until they found a 
purpose from God that was more important and enduring. Among all of the dis-
tractions, what purpose might we find today? 



6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org The Good News is  

produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is November 
17. 


