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PASTOR’S CORNER 

Dear Lyonsville, 
 
We are approaching the season of Advent, which is about patience and waiting. 
We wait both for the celebration of Jesus’ birth on December 24 and for the day 
Jesus promised when all will be made right in the world. 
 
I am not good at patience. Every weekday in the morning I drive my 
partner David down to the Pulaski Orange Line station, where he catches a train 
to work. And every morning, I dread one possibility: trains. 
 
There at freight tracks that cross Archer Avenue on the way to and from the sta-
tion. When they cross the road, everything stops. Everything. And those trains are 
long and slow. When I approach that crossing I can feel my stress levels elevate. 
When the crossing gate goes down, I start thinking about how behind I’ll be be-
cause I’ll be getting to work later than I wanted. And before you know it I’ve de-
cided that the world is coming to an end because of a five minute delay while 
waiting for a train!  
 
I know it’s sort of silly to be so worked up about waiting for a train. In life we 
must wait for much more serious things: a diagnosis from the doctor; 
reconciliation in broken relationships; relief from illness of body, mind, or spirit; a 
paycheck to come through so bills can be paid; admissions decisions and test re-
sults; and on and on.  
 
That’s to say nothing of the difficulty in waiting for God’s promises to be complet-
ed in a world where so many are hurting today. Because we could sure use a bit 
of “the world made right” now. 
  
Advent is a good time to practice waiting. Not a passive sort of waiting, excusing 
ourselves from responsibility for our lives or the world. Advent waiting means we 
do all we can now to live faithfully. It’s an active waiting, recognizing that in the 
end it’s not just about us: our lives – while important – are but a blip on the arc of 
history. We do what we can. And we hope and pray that God takes our efforts 
and brings us closer to the promised day of justice and peace. 
 
One way to practice waiting for the big things is to practice waiting for the little 
things. So next time those crossing gates go down, I’ll take a deep breath and 
remind myself that everything is OK. And I encourage you to find something little 
this Advent that you don’t like waiting for, and practice your patience there. 

 
I look forward to waiting actively with you this Advent. 
 
Blessings,  
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LYONSVILLE ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR 
DECEMBER 8, 15, 22, 2019 

 
Purchaser Name__________________________________________ 
 
Date____________________________________________________ 
 
Purchase a special gift that will benefit someone in need in our community, in the United States, or in our 
world.  Alternative gifts empower people in crisis, feed the hungry, and build peace in our global community.  
Whether you choose to give monies to help local or global missions or help farmers earn a fair price for their 
coffee, tea, nuts, or chocolate, a gift as little as $5 can begin to make a difference.  Thank you for supporting 
this holiday project. 
 
Lyonsville Alternative Gifts Choices: 
        Amount $ 
 

1.  Feed My Starving Children    ________ 
2. Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross)  ________ 

      3.   Constance Morris House            ________  
      4.   Night Ministry                   ________ 
 
EQUAL EXCHANGE & FAIR TRADE COFFEE AND TEA 
_____Organic Breakfast Blend ( Drip Grind) @ $7.00/12 oz.bag 
_____Organic French Roast (Drip Grind) @$7.50/12 oz.bag 
_____Organic Earl Grey Tea @$3.50/ box of 20 tea bags 
_____Organic Black Tea@$3.50/box of 20 tea bags 
_____Organic Green Tea @ $3.50/box of 29 tea bags 
 
 
CHOCOLATE PRODUCTS 
_____Organic Dark Chocolate With Almonds (55% cacao, 2.8 oz) @ $3.00/bar 
_____Organic Very Dark Chocolate (71% cacao, 2.8 oz) @$3.00/bar 
_____Organic Milk Chocolate (43% cacao, 2.8  oz) @ $3.00/bar 
_____Organic Mint Dark Chocolate (67% cacao, 2.8  oz) @ $3.00/bar 
_____Organic Orange Dark Chocolate (65% cacao, 2.8  oz) @ $3.00/bar 
_____Organic Milk Chocolate Caramel Crunch with Sea Salt (43% cacao, 2.8  oz) @ $3.00/bar 
_____Organic Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips (55% cacao, 10oz bag) @ $4.00/bag 
_____Organic Hot Cocoa Mix @ $6.00/12 oz can 
_____Organic Dark Hot Cocoa Mix @ $6.00/12 oz can 
 
 
NUTS  
_____Organic Natural Almonds (8 oz bag) @$7.00/bag  
_____Organic Roasted Salted  Cashews (8 oz bag) @ $6.50/bag 
 
 
TOTAL_____________     ________CASH     OR     ________CHECK 
 
 
The Mission Board is appreciative of your generous support.  Thank you. 
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Happy Birthday  (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Brad Conrad 
Marvin Davis 
Paul Garrity 
Phyllis Gergets 
Jamie Hankus 

David Havelka 
Mike Kelly 
Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  

Laura Miller 
Marion Randolph 
Larry Schurig 
Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

Bill and Dee Wallace     12/9 
Bob and Patti Haigh      12/14 
Bill Ressl and Penny Taylor    12/23 
Mark and Kathy Richel     12/26 
 
 
There are no anniversaries in January. 

Garrett Schwartz 12/3 
David Woods  12/3 
Olivia Servello 12/8 
Jill von Trebra 12/14  
Mary Ellis  12/18 
Maria Korber  12/18 

Ryan Brown  12/20 
Robert Owen  12/23 
Laura Richel  12/24 
Chris Korber  12/25 
 

Morgan Mills  1/19 
Marjie Snyder 1/27 
Ryan Ferguson 1/26 

Evan Stanley  1/28 
Glenda Weaver 1/29 
Carol Kruse  1/30 

George Haigh 1/31 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1
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News From Your Mission Board 

The Lyonsville food pantry will be open on Sunday, December 29th from 11:30 - 12:15.  If 
you are willing to help out, please sign up in the folder during fellowship hours or let Judy Birming-
ham or a member of the Mission Board know.  The next time we will be open will be January 26. 

Alternative Gift Fair  

 
It is time once again for our Christmas Alternative Gift Fair. This event is a great way to remember someone 

at the holidays by supporting a charity, rather than giving a gift the receiver may not want or need. By sup-

porting these organizations, you are making a difference in the world by empowering people in crisis, feeding 

the hungry, and building peace in our local and global communities. You will also be able to purchase equal 

exchange fair trade items such as coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate bars, chocolate chips and nuts. This year, the 

gift fair will be open after service on Sundays 12/8, 12/15, and 12/22. An order form is included in this news-

letter and will be available in the Sunday bulletins and at the fair in West Fellowship Hall.  

 

This year the Mission Board has chosen the following four organizations in which you can make a donation:   

 
1) Feed My Starving Children - Founded in 1987, FMSC is a Christian nonprofit organization that provides 

nutritionally complete meals specifically formulated for malnourished children.  They are called to feed God's 

starving children hungry in body and spirit.  Donations given by people just like you fund the meal ingredients.  

Volunteers hand-pack the meals and the meals are donated to FMSC food partners around the world, where 

kids are fed and lives are saved!  

 
2) Constance Morris House - is a domestic violence shelter and program for women and children fleeing 

abusive relationships serving our area. They also provide a 24-hour crisis hotline, outreach and education, 

non-residential counseling and legal services.  

 
3) The Night Ministry is a Chicago-based organization that works to provide housing, health care and human 

connection to members of our community struggling with poverty or homelessness. With an open heart and 

an open mind, they accept people as they are and work to address their immediate physical, emotional and 

social needs while affirming their sense of humanity. Through The Night Ministry's Health Outreach Bus, 

Youth Outreach Van and Youth Shelter Network, each year they provide services to 5,200 adults, teens, 

pregnant and new moms who have nowhere else to go.  

 
4) Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund (one of our 5 Special Offerings) - 

For over 100 years, the Christmas Fund has helped clergy and lay church employees who are facing challeng-

ing financial situations. UCC congregations and individuals give generously so that the Pension Boards, on 

behalf of the whole church, can continue this ministry of direct support. Among other things, the fund helps 

provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, and provides emergency assis-

tance to the families of clergy and lay employees.  

 
If there are members or friends who are not able to be in church with us, but would like to support this mis-

sion, please send your check made payable to Lyonsville Congregational and send to the attention of the Mis-

sion Board, along with a note which organization you would like to support. Thank you in advance for your 

support of this mission event.  
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

2019 Advent Study 
Plymouth's Pilgrims: Their Church, Their World, and Ours 

Four Sundays at 11:15, starting Sunday, December 1 
Led by Pastor Sean and Jean Hegner 

 
In Advent the past, present and future come together. We remember the past: the story of 
Jesus’ birth, and the hope he brought our ancestors. We celebrate the present: that Jesus is 
among us today. And we celebrate the future that Jesus promises – a world of hope, love, 
peace, and joy. 
 
On the 400th anniversary of the arrival of our spiritual ancestors - the Pilgrims - to Plym-
outh Rock, we explore our Congregational heritage together using a curriculum devel-
oped by the Congregational Library & Archives. In exploring this heritage, we too will 

bring past, present, and future together. We will learn more about where we came from, 
and where we might be going.  

End 68 Hours of Hunger - In December, we will be collecting the following food items for End 68 

Hours of Hunger program.  End 68 Hours of Hunger is a nationwide organization, with a local chapter 

that is based in the First United Methodist Church of LaGrange.  They are currently partnering with 

Forest Road Elementary School to provide packs of food for kids to take home - mostly kids who would 

struggle to find a meal between their Friday school lunch and Monday breakfast.   

 
They are in need of: peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, (no extra large sizes or glass containers please), 

canned tuna, canned chicken and real fruit juice-boxes (individual size).   Please bring your donation to 

the church during the month of December.  Thank you.  

Five Below Fundraiser - We have partnered with Five Below (at 30 
Countryside Plaza) to raise funds for the church.  If you are shopping 
for Christmas gifts during the week of December 15th - December 
21st, please bring the form available on the table in the narthex, and 
present it to the cashier.  10% of your purchase will be donated to 
Lyonsville.  Thank you. 
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We need all hands on deck! Please join us at 9am on Saturday, January 11 

for a joint workday with Westminster Orthodox Presbyterian 

Church to switch worship spaces. We'll begin with a brief blessing of the 

sanctuary space as we acknowledge we are no longer using that space for wor-

ship. We will be joined by Rev. Kim Wood from the Fox Valley Association. Then we will work with 

Westminster to move items and prepare the chapel space for worship. There will be projects that peo-

ple with all abilities can help with. Many hands make light work, and we anticipate this will also be a fun 

time of fellowship. If you have questions please contact Judy Birmingham or Pastor Sean. 

Pastor Sean will be on vacation from December 25 - January 2, and then he will go to Phoenix 

from January 3-9 for the Next Generation Leadership Initiative's class on Adaptive Leadership. 

Please contact the office with pastoral care needs during that time, or for emergency needs after 

hours contact Nayna Byers. 

Save the date: On Saturday, February 8, Jill White from the UCC Church 

Building & Loan Fund will offer a workshop "Repurposing Your Church for 

Ministry in Today's World." More information will be shared as plans are made. Jill 

offers this workshop description: 

   
What’s your congregation’s mission?  What are your congregation’s distinctive gifts for 

ministry?  What needs does your community have?  In today’s world churches must un-

derstand their purpose and their “why” in order to be most faithfully effective.  A 

“Repurposing” process can help your church make sure that your mission (your “why”), 

you assets (people, gifts, and property), and your community’s needs are in alignment.  

This workshop will describe and provide tools for an intentional process that your 

church can use to help ensure that alignment.  Examples will also be shared of how a 

few UCC congregations transformed their lives, mission and community presence 

through the use of their buildings and campus. 

ANNUAL REPORTS from church officers and ministries 
are due to the office by Sunday, January 12. 

Our Christmas Pageant will be December 22. 
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    News from The Pews 

Delegate Report 
On 10/20/19, Pastor Sean and I attended the Fox Valley Fall Asso-
ciation Meeting at the Downers Grove United Church of Christ. We 
attended breakout sessions on domestic violence and bail bonds 
reform. Both sessions were very informative.  
 
Submitted by 
 Nayna Byers, 

Please remember to fill out a pledge card for 2020. 

Scholarships Announced 
The Scholarship Committee, who are Nayna Byers, Sherry Suomi and Pastor Sean 
(advisor), are pleased to announce that 3 Karas scholarships have been awarded for 
2019. Congratulations to recipients Kaila Baker, Doug Adams, and Joe Fiandaca. 
These gifts were presented and celebrated in the 11/24 worship service. Con-
gratulations to Cali Fiandaca, past scholarship recipient, for graduation and 
passing her radiology certification. Lyonsville wishes her the best as she begins 
her career.  
 
Submitted by Nayna Byers 

There will be a Manna Fundraiser in December. Manna gift card order forms are in the 
Narthex. The orders will be due on December 1 and the will be distributed by December 
8. The next Manna will be due in June. Please see Cindi Fiandaca for more information. 

Christmas flower order forms are available in the 

table in the narthex. 

Did you know you can support Lyonsville Church when you make purchases with Amazon? Ama-
zonSmile donates .5% of your purchases to an organization of your choice. Click here to set up 
Lyonsville Church as your organization. Then just go to smile.amazon.com to shop.  This is a 
great way to do your holiday shopping. 

https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=d3a9481c81&e=0d53295c3b
https://lyonsvillechurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6df753fa4c59c42aa53c30061&id=58d05a34fc&e=0d53295c3b
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Thank you for your Manna order.  I t ’s appre-
ciated and is making a difference – we made 
$189.07 for Lyonsville Church.  We look forward 
to your continued participation in this important 
fundraiser for our Church, and thanks again for 
your order! 

The Harvest Home Turkey Dinner was once again a huge success! We served 129 dinners 

this year. It was truly a congregational event and we should all be proud of our contribution. 

A big thank you to Nayna Byers for helping sell tickets.  Judy Birmingham, and all the many 

volunteers who helped sell raffle tickets, make up the baskets, bring in and solicit donations 

for our raffle. To all the many helping hands (on the scene and behind the scenes) who helped 

wrap silverware, decorate the room, bake or bring in pies, to all of our friends and family who 

bought tickets to the dinner and raffle, to the people who helped with the clean-up. We had a 

wonderful turn out filled with much fun and fellowship. 

 
It was wonderful to have volunteer support from The LeaderShop as well. They were a big 

help and their time was greatly appreciated. 

 
A special thank you to Luis and Linda Perez for their help in the kitchen. Their expertise in the 

kitchen was a big help. 

 

Thanks to everyone for supporting our Turkey Dinner. 

 

 Your 2019 Harvest Home Turkey Dinner co-chair, 

  Cindi Fiandaca  

Thank you all who provided a financial donation which helped us provide a turkey and a 
$10 Aldi gift card for 15 of our food pantry families. 

Thank you to the following people who helped make the Raffle Tables a huge success: 
for putting the baskets together: Doug Adams, Nayna Byers, Melissa Corlett, Ciindi Fi-
andaca, Cali Fiandaca, Jean Hegner, Karen Oberg; for helping to set up the raffle ta-
bles: Doug Adams, Gail Helms, Cindi Fiandaca  and Cindy Schurig; for selling raffle tick-
ets: Doug Adams, Sanna Bashor, Judy Birmingham, and Sherry Suomi and to Chase Ba-
shor, Mikayla Bashor, Henry McSweeney, and the teens from The LeaderShop for their 
help in distributing the items to the winners. A special thank you to our M.C. for the 
night, Tom McSweeney.  

We raised a total of $1,800 on the two raffles. Gail Rybowiak was the winner of 
the 50/50 cash raffle. A special thank you to everyone who donated an item, gift card, 
or put together a basket or items for the raffle. We also want to thank John Lynn for 
the donation of the Blackhawks tickets and to Barbara Loehman for her beautiful paint-
ed items, and to the following local businesses for their donation: the LaGrange Thea-
tre, Willow Hills Restaurant, Casey's Market, the Flagg Creek Golf Course, and Wolf's 
Head Restaurant. 

CROP Walk - Thank you to everyone who donated to the CROP Walk this year.  Ly-
onsville team raised over $1,300 and the total for the Walk was over $27,000.  
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12/1/2019   First Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-18 
Sermon: “What Do We Expect?” 
Theme: By the time Jesus was born, people had been expecting and 
hoping for a messiah for centuries. Christian faith says Jesus was the hoped for 
messiah, but he didn’t quite meet all the expectations for a messiah. What do 
we expect from Jesus today?  
 
 
12/8/2019   Second Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11 
Sermon: “Grass, Eternity, and Hope” 
Theme: Among words of comfort to ex iled people, the prophet Isaiah 
speaks of human frailty. “All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower 
of the field.” How were these words of hope to a suffering people? How can we 
find hope today among suffering and fear? 
 
12/15/2019  Third Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13 
Sermon: “Newness, Sorrow, and Joy” 
Theme: The Book of Ezra is a story of God ’s promise fulfilled: the people 
were able to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple that had been de-
stroyed. Even as God was bringing newness and life, the people mourned what 
they had lost. How do we mourn what is lost and rejoice at what God is doing 
today? 
 
12/22/2019  Fourth Sunday of Advent & Pageant Sunday 
Theme: Christmas Pageant  
 
12/24/2019  Christmas Eve 
Scripture: Matthew  1:18-23, Luke 2:1-5, Luke 2:6-7, Luke 2:8-14,  
Luke 2:15-20, John 1:1-4, 10-14 
Sermon: “It’s Good News, If You Can Find It” 
Theme: The Christmas Story is a story of Good News in unexpected 
places. God entered human life not in places power and privilege, but as a baby 
born in a manger to people who couldn’t find shelter at night. Where do we look 
for Good News today? 
 
12/29/2019  Led by Lauren McSweeney and Nayna Byers. 
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Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org The Good News is  

produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is December 
22. 


