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PASTOR’S CORNER 

Dear Lyonsville, 
 
2020 is here, if you can believe it. I actually wrote this article several days 
before Christmas so I wasn’t feeling too “New Years-y” quite yet. So I 
looked to see what I shared in last year’s January column. It turns out I 
shared this poem by Howard Thurman entitled “The Work of Christmas.” 
It’s so good it deserves a re-print: 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 
 
Last year I noted that we were entering 2019 as a year of discernment 
with a full agenda. While the same is true this year, we have come so far 
this past year. The new few months especially are a “rubber hits the road” 
sort of time – for details just turn the page of this newsletter. A lot of good 
stuff is lined up. I believe this is a year where we will see the harvest from 
the seeds that have been planted during these years of transition. 
 
As we step forward, let’s remember the point of this whole thing: the work 
of Christmas. We can make a real difference in our community and our 
world, Lyonsville! I look forward to rolling up my sleeves and working with 
you this year. 
 
With Christmas love and hope,  
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On January 5 we will gather for our last regular worship service 

in the Sanctuary before our move to the chapel. Then the fol-

lowing Saturday, January 11 at 9am, we will gather for a brief 

blessing service for the Sanctuary and then do the work of mov-

ing to the chapel. 

 

As we bless the Sanctuary that day, we will be joined by several 

special guests from the wider church: 

 Rev. Kim Wood, Associate Conference Minister for the Illinois 

Conference of the United Church of Christ 

 Rev. Tim Rhodes, Interim Pastor of Burr Ridge United Church 

of Christ 

 Rev. Mark Zimmerly, Pastor of Highlands Presbyterian Church 

 

Each will offer brief words to us and participate in the blessing. 

We will also hear prayers written for this occasion by Rev. Rob-

ert von Trebra, former pastor, and Rev. Nicolette Siragusa, 

former ministry intern. It looks to be a meaningful time of shar-

ing grief, memory, and hope. Even if you're unable to partici-

pate in the workday, we encourage you to join us for the bless-

ing. 

 

Finally, on January 12 we will be joined by Sinclair Gallagher 

from the Fox Valley Association's Committee on Church to re-

dedicate the chapel for regular weekly worship. Together, we 

will re-dedicate not only the chapel but ourselves to God's minis-

try in this place. 
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Happy Birthday  (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Brad Conrad 
Marvin Davis 
Paul Garrity 
Phyllis Gergets 
Sean Graf 
Jamie Hankus 

David Havelka 
Mike Kelly 
Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  
Laura Miller 

Marion Randolph 
Larry Schurig 
Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

 
There are no anniversaries in January, or in February. 

Morgan Mills  1/19 
Marjie Snyder 1/27 
Ryan Ferguson 1/26 
Evan Stanley  1/28 

Glenda Weaver 1/29 
Carol Kruse  1/30 
George Haigh 1/31 
 

Gary Cihak  2/06 
Jorja Hegner  2/08 
Bay (Byers) Wolf 2/10 
Don Pondelick 2/12 
Bill Wallace  2/12 
Dee Wallace  2/13    

Mark Richel   2/14 
Joseph Wierdak  2/14 
Catherine Salvatori  2/18 
Kaila Baker   2/20 
Natalie Mikat-Stevens 2/23 
Renee Richel            2/23 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1
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News From Your Mission Board 

The Lyonsville food pantry will be open on Sunday, January 26th 
from 11:30 - 12:15.  If you are willing to help out, please sign up in the 
folder during fellowship hours or let Judy Birmingham or a member of the 
Mission Board know.  The next time we will be open will be February 23. 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository (GCFD) on Saturday, January 18, from 8:30 
a.m. to 11:15 a.m. For more information go to 
www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy 
Birmingham to sign up. The depository would like all volun-
teers to register in advance. 

New Hats/Scarves/Gloves for the Lyonsville 
Food Pantry  

 
During the winter months, we plan to collect new 
hats, scarves and gloves (for all ages). Please bring 
your donation (either home made or store bought) to 
church any Sunday, and either give it to a member 
of the Mission Board or leave it in the bin at the top  
of the stairs going into the fellowship hall. Thank 
you.  

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which 
is used to provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white of-
fering envelopes in the pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan 
Fund. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org
https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?section=indGpRegistrations&action=returning_login&fwID=23998&ret=section%3DindGpRegistrations%26action%3Dprofile_conditional%26fwID%3D23998
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

Save the date: On Saturday, February 8 from 9am-2pm, Jill White from the 
UCC Church Building & Loan Fund will offer a workshop "Repurposing 
Your Church for Ministry in Today's World." Jill offers this workshop description: 
  

What’s your congregation’s mission?  What are your congregation’s distinctive gifts for minis-
try?  What needs does your community have?  In today’s world churches must understand 
their purpose and their “why” in order to be most faithfully effective.  A “Repurposing” pro-
cess can help your church make sure that your mission (your “why”), your assets (people, 
gifts, and property), and your community’s needs are in alignment.  This workshop will de-
scribe and provide tools for an intentional process that your church can use to help ensure 
that alignment.  Examples will also be shared of how a few UCC congregations transformed 
their lives, mission and community presence through the use of their buildings and campus.  

Annual Meeting—January 26. 

ANNUAL REPORTS from church officers and ministries 
are due to the office by Sunday, January 12. 

The church office will be closed January 1 in observance of New 
Year’s Day, and January 20 for Martin Luther King Day. 

Help us undecorated the church January 5. After worship. 
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    News from The Pews 

Please remember to fill out a pledge card for 2020. 

Help us Lift The Chair: 
We are installing a chair 
lift at the east end of our 
building that will allow as-
sisted access to all four 
levels of our building to 
coordinate with our move 
to the worshiping in the 
chapel. Our donations to 
date are up to $4831.70  
Thanks to all who have 
given so far.  Less than 
$18,000 to go! 
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Pastor Sean will be on vacation until January 2, and then he will go to Phoenix from January 
3-9 for the Next Generation Leadership Initiative's class on Adaptive Leadership. Please con-
tact the office (lyonsville@sbcglobal.net or 708-246-1255) with pastoral care needs during 
that time, or for emergency needs after hours contact Nayna Byers. 

An Update on the Chair Lift Project 
  
Due to unexpected delays in the building permit process with the Village of Indian Head 
Park, the timeline for the installation of the chair lift in the East entrance has been de-
layed. While it's hard to know for sure, we now expect to have the lift installed in late 
January or early February. 
 
With our contractor's cooperation and help from the Village, we have done everything we 
can to move this along as fast as possible. We regret and apologize that the lift will not 
be installed in time for our first service in the chapel on January 12, and pledge that we 
will do whatever we can to assist anyone who needs help accessing the chapel while we 
wait for the lift to be installed. 
 
If you have any questions or accessibility needs, please contact Pastor Sean or Judy Bir-
mingham. Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Did you know that Pastor Sean's sermons are recorded and 
uploaded to our website each week? Find them under the 
"Grow in Faith" tab at lyonsvillechurch.org. You can even sub-
scribe on iTunes. 
 
CDs of each week's sermon are available by request to the 
church office.  

https://lyonsvillechurch.org/grow-in-faith/sermonspodcasts/
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Thank you to those who placed Manna orders.  It’s appreciated and is making a differ-
ence – with our last order we made $162.78 for Lyonsville Church.  The next deadline 
will be in the Spring.  We look forward to your continued participation in this important 
fundraiser for our Church, and thanks again for your order!  
 
 Blessings, Cindi Fiandaca 

Thank you to all who purchased a pointsietta 
which decorated our altar on Christmas Eve.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 
a.m. at Willow Hills Restaurant, next to Walgreens at Joliet Rd. and Willow Springs Rd. in 
Indian Head Park.  All men are welcome to join us for this chance to eat and talk! For more       
information contact Byron Loehman.  
 
WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) w ill meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,           
January 4. They will also meet Saturday, February 1. All boomers 
and their friends are invited.  Contact Judy Birmingham for more  
information. 
 
 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
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1/5/2020   Second Sunday of Christmas  Emily Mitchell preaching 
Scripture: Mark 1:21-45 
Sermon: “Looking for a Miracle” 
 
1/12/2020   First Sunday After Epiphany  
Scripture: Mark 2:1-22 
Sermon: “On Houses and New Things” 
Theme: Jesus brought something new  and surprising to those around 
him. It takes God’s presence to do something new -- we can’t do it alone. We 
hear stories of the new things Jesus did and imagine the new things God can do 
with us today. 
Special Guest: Sinclair Gallagher, Member of the Fox Valley Associa-
tion Committee on Church. 
 
1/19/2020   Second Sunday After Epiphany  
Scripture: Mark 4:1-34 
Sermon: TBD 
Theme: Through parables and stories of Jesus, we hear of a sower who 
sows seeds all over the place, even though the seeds don’t always produce well. 
We hear of the importance of not hiding your light under a basket, and are re-
minded that small seeds can bear amazing fruit. Like God, we are called to sow 
seeds all around us, even though we don’t know what will come of it. We ex-
plore together: what seeds are we called to sow in our community and world? 
 
1/26/2020   Third Sunday After Epiphany  
Scripture: Mark 5:1-20 
Sermon: TBD 
Theme: Today, 1 in 4 people is estimated to live w ith mental illness of 
some kind. People have lived with mental illness through all of history. We hear 
a story of a man suffering from severe mental illness, cast out by his communi-
ty, but healed by Jesus. We explore how our faith can contribute to wellness for 
all people, including those whose lives have been touched by mental illness. 
Special Guest: We ’ll be joined in worship by Dr. Mary Stimming, who will 
preach with Pastor Sean. Mary is an Assistant Director at the Wabash Center for 
Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion, and much of the focus of her 
work is on mental illness. She’s written several books, teaches, and serves on 
the Board of Directors for NAMI Metro Suburban, the local affiliate of the Nation-
al Alliance on Mental Illness. She lives in North Riverside with her four children. 
 
 



6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org The Good News is  

produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is January 
19. 


