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PASTOR’S CORNER 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

Dear Lyonsville, 
 
As you get this newsletter, we’ll be coming right to my second anniversary 
of ministry here. Each year I think it’s important for me to offer some re-
minders and information about my approach to ministry. This article isn’t in 
response to anybody or anything – it’s part of my commitment to being 
transparent and accessible to you. 
 
How can I reach you?  
The best way to reach me for routine matters is by email or to call or text 
me on my cell phone. You can also call the church office at 708-246-1255, 
but because my work often takes me outside the office that’s usually the 
slowest way to find me. 
 
If you have a pastoral care emergency, please call my cell phone. I do not 
receive email on my phone, and I often do not hear text messages in the 
evenings and nighttime.  
 
Are you too busy for me? 
No. I’m never too busy to be in relationship with church members and 
friends. If there’s anything you want to talk about, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out. Really. We’ll find the time. 
 
What’s your schedule like? 
No two weeks are the same in ministry, but I generally work Sunday-
Thursday and keep Friday and Saturday as my days off for rest and renew-
al. I am now starting to work shorter days from home on Monday and 
Wednesday, and longer days in the office or out in the community Tuesday 
and Thursday. As a three-quarter time pastor, I generally work between 30
-35 hours per week, but am of course available for emergencies anytime 
throughout the week. 
 
I called/texted/emailed you on a Friday morning and didn’t hear 
back until Monday. Aren’t pastors on-call 24/7? 
Yes, I am on call for emergency pastoral care needs. That’s why I make 
sure to check phone messages I get in the evenings and on my days off. If 
it’s an emergency, rest assured I’ll reach out as soon as possible.  
 
As part of my commitment to keep the Sabbath, I do not respond to non-
emergency messages during my “off” times. But don’t worry, I’ll get back 
to you as soon as I’m back at work. 
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Every time I go to the church office you’re not there. How can I find you? 
It’s true that ministry often takes me outside the church walls, and I have found myself less effec-
tive when I try to keep “regular hours.” Gary Boxell, our Administrative Assistant, has access to my 
schedule and can let you know when I’ll be in. 
 
There is also a whiteboard to the right of the office door where I put my weekly schedule up (this 
will eventually get relocated closer to the chapel entrance, once it gets painted). That way you can 
look on a Sunday and know what I’ll be up to in the week ahead, and when you can find me in the 
office. It’s also a great way to satisfy some of your curiosity about what it is that pastors really do! 
 
Do you want to talk to me? 
Yes! I want you to know how to reach me. I welcome hearing from you with 
• Thoughts 
• Questions 
• Jokes 
• Criticism 
• Ideas 
• Concerns 
• Big Life Questions 
• Requests for Prayer 
• Stories 
• Sorrows 
• Joys 
• ….and more! 

 
It hasn’t always been easy, but these two years have been deeply meaningful and joyful for me. 
I’m looking forward to the start of my third year in ministry here at Lyonsville! 
 
Blessings, 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

https://www.facebook.com/LyonsvilleChurch/
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Happy Birthday  (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Brad Conrad 
Marvin Davis 
Paul Garrity 
Phyllis Gergets 
Sean Graf 
Jamie Hankus 

David Havelka 
Mike Kelly 
Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  
Laura Miller 

Marion Randolph 
Larry Schurig 
Beth Smidt  
Dee Wallace 

Gary Cihak  2/06 
Jorja Hegner  2/08 
Bay (Byers) Wolf 2/10 
Don Pondelick 2/12 
Bill Wallace  2/12 
Dee Wallace  2/13   
Mark Richel  2/14 

Joseph Wierdak  2/14 
Catherine Salvatori  2/18 
Kaila Baker   2/20 
Natalie Mikat-Stevens 2/23 
Renee Richel            2/23 
 
 

Stephanie Corlett 3/01 
Gwyneth Hegner 3/05 
Seth Hegner  3/05 
Laura Cady  3/06 
Ian Miller  3/07   
Marsha Smith 3/10 

Gene Martin   3/11 
Sherry Suomi  3/12 
Maddy Cihak   3/13 
Steven Smith   3/15 
Evan Brocken          3/20 
Eric Woods   3/29 

Steven and Andrea Brocken    3/21 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1
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News From Your Mission Board 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository (GCFD) on Saturday, March 21 from 8:30 
a.m. to 11:15 a.m. For more information go to 
www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy 
Birmingham to sign up. The depository would like all volun-
teers to register in advance. 

New Hats/Scarves/Gloves for the Lyonsville 
Food Pantry  

 
During the winter months, we plan to collect new 
hats, scarves and gloves (for all ages). Please bring 
your donation (either home made or store bought) to 
church any Sunday, and either give it to a member 
of the Mission Board or leave it in the bin at the top  
of the stairs going into the fellowship hall. Thank 
you.  

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which 
is used to provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white of-
fering envelopes in the pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan 
Fund. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Easter dinners for our food pantry guests - Beginning in February we will 
collect money that will be used to purchase a ham and a $10 Aldi gift card for 
20 of our food pantry guests.  If you are able to donate, please see a member 
of the Mission Team. 

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org
https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?section=indGpRegistrations&action=returning_login&fwID=24462&ret=section%3DindGpRegistrations%26action%3Dprofile_conditional%26fwID%3D24462
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

On Saturday, February 8 from 9am-2pm, Jill White from the 
UCC Church Building & Loan Fund will offer a workshop "Repurposing 
Your Church for Ministry in Today's World." Jill offers this workshop description: 
 What’s your congregation’s mission?  What are your congregation’s distinctive gifts for 
ministry?  What needs does your community have?  In today’s world churches must un-
derstand their purpose and their “why” in order to be most faithfully effective.  A 
“Repurposing” process can help your church make sure that your mission (your “why”), 
your assets (people, gifts, and property), and your community’s needs are in align-
ment.  This workshop will describe and provide tools for an intentional process that 
your church can use to help ensure that alignment.  Examples will also be shared of 
how a few UCC congregations transformed their lives, mission and community presence 
through the use of their buildings and campus.  

On February 16th we will make no-sew fleece lap blankets after worship ser-
vice.  This is fun for all ages and no experience is necessary.  Please feel free to bring 
your own fleece.  Fleece will also be provided. 

Sunday, February 16  

Pulpit Swap with First Congregational of LaGrange  

Rev. Carly Stucklen Sather preaching 

February 14 is Valentine’s Day. 

https://cblfund.org/
https://www.fcclg.org/
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    News from The Pews 

2020 Lent Study - The Transformation: From 
Darkness to Light 
Sundays in March after worship. 
 
We will walk through Lent together with a daily devo-
tional booklet written by youth and young adults be-

tween the ages of 12 and 35 (including Pastor Sean). Together we will explore what it 
means to be transformed during this season of reflection and change.  As we go, we 
will also write and illustrate our own "Lyonsville Lent" weekly devotional.  
 
The devotional begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26. The first gathering is Sunday, 
March 1. If you would like the devotional before the first gathering, please let Pastor 
Sean know by Sunday, February 23. 

Many of us are aware that Barb and Byron Loehman have been dealing 
with medical issues for many months now. It would be helpful to the fami-
ly if Lyonsville could help with occasional meals for them. Nayna Byers can 
coordinate if you would like to prepare a meal or even provide a carry out 
meal. If you cannot deliver it yourself, let Nayna know. Thank you. 

Ash Wednesday w ill be Wednesday, February 26 at 7pm. Joint 
worship service with Burr Ridge UCC and Highlands Presbyterian.  
Location TBD. 

The Lyonsville food pantry will be open on Sunday, February 23th 
from 11:30 - 12:15.  If you are willing to help out, please sign up in the 
folder during fellowship hours or let Judy Birmingham or a member of the 
Mission Board know.  The next time we will be open will be March 29. 

The church office will be closed Monday, February 17 in observance of Presidents’ Day. 
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Did you know that Pastor Sean's sermons are recorded and 
uploaded to our website each week? Find them under the 
"Grow in Faith" tab at lyonsvillechurch.org. You can even sub-
scribe on iTunes. 
 
CDs of each week's sermon are available by request to the 
church office.  

Update on the Chair Lift:  We were notified on January 16th that 
we received the permit from the Village of Indian Head Park to move for-
ward with the purchase and installation of the chair lift on the east end of 
the building that will allow assisted access to all four levels of our building.  
The cost of the chair lift is $22,440.00.  Contributions to date are approxi-
mately $5,000 which leaves us with another $18,000 to raise.  Donations 
of any amount are greatly appreciated.  Please be sure to write “chair lift” 
on your check in order to make sure that your donation gets credited to 
the right account.  Please be as generous as you can.  You don’t have to 
give until it hurts - just give until it feels good.  Once the chair lift is or-
dered, it will take approximately four weeks until installation, which we 
hope to see happen before the end of February.  We will then paint the 
east end stairwell and the lounge and put up some new interior signage. 
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WOMEN’S BABY BOOMER BUNCH (WBBB) w ill meet for   
breakfast at Willow Hills Restaurant at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,           
February 1 They will also meet Saturday, March 7. All boomers 
and their friends are invited.  Contact Judy Birmingham for more  
information. 
 
 

Thank you to all who purchased items at Five Below in 
December.  Lyonsville received a check in the amount of 
$25.59 (which was 10% of sales during a one week peri-
od) and the money was put in the fund for the chair lift. 

Thank you - I would personally like to thank the following people who helped us move 
from the sanctuary to the chapel on Saturday, February 11th - Pastor Sean, Doug Ad-
ams, Renee Richel, Ian Hegner, Jean Hegner, Bob Hegner, Chloe Cihak, Ted Corlett, 
Melissa Corlett, Sanna Bashor, Gene Martin, Karen Oberg, Cindi Fiandaca, Chuck Fian-
daca, Joe Fiandaca, Cali Fiandaca, Cindy Schurig, Nayna Byers, Diane Marelli and Mike 
Marelli.  Having this many people show up to help was really a blessing.  A special 
thank you to the Oak Pantry (provided donuts and coffee) and other individuals who 
provided food while we worked.  I also want to thank Tom McSweeney and Gary Cihak 
who helped move the music file cabinets to the choir loft the following Tuesday. 
 
 Judy Birmingham 

http://willowhillsrestaurant.com/
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2/2/2020   Fourth Sunday After Epiphany   
Scripture: Mark 5:21-43 
Sermon: “Faith in Abundance” 
Theme: Faith in Abundance. We hear stories of abundance, surrounded by 
voices of convention, nay-saying, and scarcity. How do we cultivate faith in 
abundance today? 
 
 
2/9/2020   Fifth Sunday After Epiphany  
Scripture: Mark 6:1-29 
Theme: What is the role of faith community during social upheaval?  
 
 
2/16/2020   Sixth Sunday After Epiphany  
Scripture: Mark 7:1-23   Rev. Carly Stucklen Sather preaching 

Pulpit switch with First Congragation al of LaGrange 
Theme: Projectile vomiting, and Jesus. They may not seem to have much 
in common.  Yet in an era when filth spews so easily from our mouths, Jesus 
has a lot to teach us.  'Cleaning up sickness' is the title of the sermon for our 
pulpit exchange with First Congregational Church of La Grange on February 16. 
Come and see!  Gloves and masks not necessary. 
 
 
2/23/2020   Transfiguration Sunday  
Scripture: Mark 8:27- 9:8 
Theme: Turning Toward Trust. Amazing things happen when we reach 
a turning point, see all the bad stuff that can happen, and decide to move for-
ward anyways. How will we turn towards trust in this place and time? 
 
 
2/26/2020  Ash Wednesday 
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Indian Head Park, IL   60525 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org The Good News is  

produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is February 
16. 


