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(Continued on pg. 2) 

Dear Lyonsville, 
 
Recently I was contacted by a staff person for the 2020 census, looking specifically 
for help counting people experiencing homelessness in the area. It reminded me – 
this is a census year!  
 
The census doesn’t tend to come up in church a lot – unless we’re talking 
about the census that brought Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem! That census 
was about making sure people would be taxed. But the U.S. Census is primarily 
about making sure that people are counted so that they can be represented and 
helped. It affects funding for so many programs and needs in our community. 
 
God calls us to love and serve our neighbors – and helping ensure an accurate 
count is one way we can do that. Responding to the census helps us improve 
the lives of people in our community. Here is just a partial list of some of the pro-
grams affected by the 2020 census count: 
 
Children: Early intervention services for kids with special needs, public schools, 
Head Start, health insurance, child welfare services, maternal and child health ser-
vices, the national school lunch and breakfast program, special education preschool 
grants, and even foster care. 
 
Seniors: Programs for the aging, supportive housing for the elderly, the senior 
community service employment program, and even Medicare Part B. 
 
Poverty: Section 8 housing, emergency food assistance program, Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), low-income home energy assistance, and 
temporary assistance for needy families and those transitioning from homelessness. 
 
Environment: The census data impacts funds for state wildlife grants, wildlife res-
toration, and even water pollution control. 
 
Additionally, the census determines state funding for : HIV/AIDS programs, 
grants for Domestic Violence shelters, Firefighters, Crime Victims, community 
Mental Health services, funds for persons with Disabilities, and even the Disabled 
Veterans' Outreach Program (DVOP). 
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This year for the first time, you can respond to the census online and by phone, as well as by mail as in years 
past. While it might feel like just another thing to do, responding and being counted ensures funding for all 
those programs and more for the next decade. This is one way as Chr istians that we can fulfill our  re-
sponsibilities to ourselves and our neighbors. So when you get your census invitation in the mail, please take 
time to respond. It matters, and it’s one way we can live out our faith. 
 
Peace, 

 
This article was inspired by the Rev. Leslie Mamas of Olivet-Schwenkfelder UCC in Norristown, Pennsylva-
nia, who has done remarkable research on the US Census. 

Easter Flowers  
Part of Lyonsville’s celebration of Easter is the tradition of decorating the 
sanctuary with Spring flowers. If you wish to participate, we will be taking 
orders on March 15, 22, 29 and April 5.                     
Thank you -  Judy Birmingham. 
 
I/we would like to dedicate my/our flowers: (Please choose one category)  
 
From:_________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of __________________  In honor of  _______________ 
 
To wish a Happy Easter to _______________________ 

Flower Color (circle) Quantity Price Extended  Amount 

6” Daffodil Yellow  $11.00  

6” Tulip Yellow or Pink  $11.00  

6 1/2 “ Easter Lilly 6+ buds & flowers White  $13.00  

Total $ 
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Happy Birthday  (click here for birthday wishes)   

Happy Anniversary  

Please contact the church office if any information is missing or incorrect. 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Brad Conrad 
Marvin Davis 
Paul Garrity 
Phyllis Gergets 
Sean Graf 
Jamie Hankus 

Mike Kelly 
Barbara Loehman 
Byron Loehman 
Kathy Loehman  
Laura Miller 
Marion Randolph 

Larry Schurig 
Beth Smidt  
Al Suomi 
Dee Wallace 

Stephanie Corlett 3/01 
Gwyneth Hegner 3/05 
Seth Hegner  3/05 
Laura Cady  3/06 
Ian Miller  3/07   
Marsha Smith 3/10 

Gene Martin   3/11 
Sherry Suomi  3/12 
Maddy Cihak   3/13 
Steven Smith   3/15 
Evan Brocken          3/20 
Eric Woods   3/29 

Steven and Andrea Brocken    3/21 
 
 
There are no anniversaries in April. 

Annabelle Salvatori 4/02 
Mia Salvatori  4/02 
Cindi Fiandaca 4/05 
Kaitlin Stanley 4/05 
Judy Birmingham 4/10 
Evelyn Godar 4/10 
Nan (Byers) Wolf 4/14 
Tom Haigh  4/14 

Lillian Salvatori  4/18 
Abby Kringlie   4/20   
Leo Mikat-Stevens  4/24 
Sue Cook   4/26 
Jan Peters   4/27 
Brian Smidt   4/28 
Doris Beutel   4/30 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/a9Gdku1t_1Y?rel=0&autoplay=1


The Good News Page 4 

News From Your Mission Board 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Please come join us to help volunteer at the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository (GCFD) on Saturday, March 21 from 8:30 
a.m. to 11:15 a.m. For more information go to 
www.chicagosfoodbank.org or see/call Cindi Fiandaca or Judy 
Birmingham to sign up. The depository would like all volun-
teers to register in advance. 

New Hats/Scarves/Gloves for the Lyonsville 
Food Pantry  

 
During the winter months, we plan to collect new 
hats, scarves and gloves (for all ages). Please bring 
your donation (either home made or store bought) to 
church any Sunday, and either give it to a member 
of the Mission Board or leave it in the bin at the top  
of the stairs going into the fellowship hall. Thank 
you.  

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 
On Communion Sundays, donations are invited to the Good Samaritan Fund, which 
is used to provide assistance locally to persons in need. You may use the white of-
fering envelopes in the pews, and indicate that the gift is for the Good Samaritan 
Fund. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Easter Ham: The Mission Ministry will be donating an Easter 

ham, along with a $10 Aldi gift card for 20 of our food pantry 

families. If you would like to donate money towards the pur-

chase of a ham and gift card, please give your donation to a 

member of the Mission Board. Thank you. 

http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org
https://volunteers.chicagosfoodbank.org/index.php?section=indGpRegistrations&action=returning_login&fwID=24462&ret=section%3DindGpRegistrations%26action%3Dprofile_conditional%26fwID%3D24462
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

Palm Sunday: April 5 at 10:00am 

Maundy Thursday: April 9 at 7pm, at Burr Ridge 

UCC. Rev. Sean Weston preaching. 

Good Friday Meditation: April 10, stop by between 

noon and 3pm. 

Good Friday Worship: April 10 at 7pm at Highlands 

Presbyterian. Rev. Tim Rhodes preaching. 

Easter Sunday: April 12 at 10:00am, followed by the Easter Egg Hunt. 

The LeaderShop will be hosting a pancake breakfast 
at Lyonsville 

March 14, 2020 
8 am to noon 

TICKETS $7 IN ADVANCE/ $8 AT THE DOOR 
 

Tickets are available online at 
www.TheLeaderShop.org, at The LeaderShop office or you can buy  
directly from an HSLP student. 

Daylight Savings Time starts March 8. Be sure to move 
your clocks ahead 1 hour. 

https://www.brucc.org/
http://highlandspreschurch.org/index.html
http://www.TheLeaderShop.org
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    News from The Pews 

2020 Lent Study - The Transformation: From 
Darkness to Light 
Sundays in March after worship. 
 
We will walk through Lent together with a daily devo-
tional booklet written by youth and young adults be-
tween the ages of 12 and 35 (including Pastor Sean). 
Together we will explore what it means to be trans-

formed during this season of reflection and change.  As we go, we will also write and 
illustrate our own "Lyonsville Lent" weekly devotional.  
 
The devotional begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26. The first gathering is Sunday, 
March 1. If you would like the devotional before the first gathering, please let Pastor 
Sean know by Sunday, February 23. 

Many of us are aware that Barb and Byron Loehman have been dealing 
with medical issues for many months now. It would be helpful to the fami-
ly if Lyonsville could help with occasional meals for them. Nayna Byers can 
coordinate if you would like to prepare a meal or even provide a carry out 
meal. If you cannot deliver it yourself, let Nayna know. Thank you. 

The Lyonsville food pantry will be open on Sunday, March 29th from 
11:30 - 12:15.  If you are willing to help out, please sign up in the folder 
during fellowship hours or let Judy Birmingham or a member of the Mis-
sion Board know.  The next time we will be open will be April 26. 

Updated church directories are available in the office. 
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Update on the Chair Lift: We were notified that the chair lift has 
been ordered and should be installed in the next few weeks.  The cost of 
the chair lift is $22,440.00. Contributions to date are approximately $5,000 
which leaves us with another $17,440 to raise. Donations of any amount 
are greatly appreciated. Please be sure to write “chair lift” on your check in 
order to make sure that your donation gets credited to the right account. 
Please be as generous as you can. You don’t have to give until it hurts - 
just give until it feels good. 

5 Biblical Truths About 
Kindness 

Soup and Study 
6:30 pm Wednesdays during Lent 
Burr Ridge United Church of Christ 

 
March 4 Godly: God treats us kindly 
March 11 Healing: heals your brokenness 
March 18 Revolutionary: reshapes our expectations 
March 25 Powerful: shapes relationships and society 
April 1 Difficult: what to do with unkindness 
 
Rev. Tim Rhodes will lead this dynamic study that can expand your life, 
work and world. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING is one of the 
five special offerings we receive each year. This 
offering provides support for health, education, 
refugee, agricultural and emergency relief initia-
tives in 138 countries by working with local, na-
tional, and global partners. We will receive the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering on March 
29th this year, and we encourage you to give 
generously. 

https://www.ucc.org/oghs
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Who’s Doing What? An Update 
 
We are now beginning to live into our new bylaws, which gives the church much more flexibility in how we or-
ganize ourselves. In February the Leadership Council set up the following positions and teams in response to the 
church’s needs: 
 
Minister for Community Life 
Nayna Byers 
 
The Minister of Community Life’s focus is on pastoral care, worship planning, faith formation, and building 
community.  
 
Minister for Mission and Outreach 
Judy Birmingham 
 
The Minister for Mission and Outreach’s focus is on building connections between the congregation, wider 
church, and community, providing opportunities for hands-on service, and helping others live and share their 
faith. 
 
 Mission and Outreach Team Members 
 Nayna Byers, Karen Oberg, Cindy Schurig 
 
Building and Grounds Team Leader 
Tom McSweeney 
 
The Building and Grounds Team Leader leads a team to ensure cleaning and maintenance of the church facili-
ties, arrange for contractors when necessary, and ensure the facilities are hospitable and welcoming. 
 
 Building and Grounds Team Members 
 Gary Cihak and Joe Fiandaca 
 
Building Refresh Team 
Judy Birmingham, Chloe Cihak, Patti Haigh, Robin Schuch, Pastor Sean 
 
The Building Refresh Team works on updates designed to refresh the space: interior decoration, signage, floor-
ing, etc. 
 
A Pastoral Evaluation Team is in the process of being set up for this year. 
 
As a reminder, the following groups are permanent groups as defined by the bylaws: 
 

Leadership Council: Lauren McSweeney (Moderator ), Sanna Bashor  (Assistant Moderator ), Doug Ad-
ams (Past Moderator), Karen Oberg (Treasurer), Cindi Fiandaca (Clerk), Chloe Cihak (Member at 
Large), and Melissa Corlett (Member at Large) 

Budget & Finance: Doug Adams, Karen Oberg, Robin Schuch 
Pastoral Relations: Melissa Cor lett, Karen Oberg, Sherry Suomi 

 
We are grateful to all who offer their time and energy in service! 

https://lyonsvillechurch.org/community-life/members-area/
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3/1/2020   First Sunday of Lent  
Scripture: Mark 10:17-31 
Sermon: “Much is Given. Much is Required.” 
Theme: To Whom Much Is Given Much Is Required  
 
 
3/8/2020   Second Sunday of Lent 
Scripture: Mark 10:32-52 
Theme: Opening New  Doors - Even When It Hurts 
 
 
3/15/2020   Third Sunday of Lent 
Scripture: Mark 12:1-17 
Theme: Tenants in God ’s World 
 
 
3/22/2020   Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Scripture: Mark 12:28-44 
Theme: When Religion Goes Bad  
 
 
3/29/2020  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Scripture: Mark 13:1-8, 24-37 
Theme: What Is The Second Coming Anyways?  

One name was omitted from the list of people who 

helped with the move from the sanctuary to the 

chapel on January 11th.  In addition to all of the peo-

ple listed in the February Good News, Robin Schuch 

also pitched in.  Thank you to all!  

Thank you to all who donated canned goods to End 68 Hours of Hunger.  Along 

with the food, a $50.00 donation was made to the organization from the Mission 

account. 

Thank you to all who helped make the no-sew fleece 

blankets during the month of February.  The blankets 

were donated to the local fire department. 



6871 Joliet Road 

Indian Head Park, IL   60525 

LYONSVILLE CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

    Phone 708-246-1255 
    Email  Lyonsville@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 Please return this form to update your contact information. 
 
           ____   Please correct the information on the mailing label. 
    
 ____   No thanks.  Please remove from mailing list. 
  
 ____    I prefer email delivery.  Here’s  my email address:  
 
 
          —————————————————————— 

Contact Lyonsville 

Visit us on the web at  
www.lyonsvillechurch.org The Good News is  

produced monthly, except 
for a combined July/
August edition.   
 
Please submit your 
articles to  
lyonsville@sbcglobal.net.  
 
The deadline for the 
next issue is March 22. 


