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Sound the trumpet! The Jubilee has arrived! 

What is the Jubilee, you ask? It’s a once-every-fifty-years even spelled out 

in the 25th chapter of the book of Leviticus. Basically, every fifty years, the 

Hebrew society was to press a big reset button. Everyone returned to their ancestral 

land, and if they had lost it for any reason it was returned to them. Slaves and 

prisoners were set free. Debts were forgiven. God’s presence was especially real. 

Society blew a trumpet, reset everything, and started again. 

Now, nobody knows if the year of Jubilee actually happened. It seems likely 

that it didn’t; in a nation that recorded every census and significant harvest, there’s 

no record of a jubilee taking place. We do know that whether or not it actually 

happened, Jubilee reflected the aspirations and hopes of God’s people. That every 

fifty years, they would set everything right again. Give their community - and 

everyone in it - the chance to start again. Jubilee. 

Jubilee is about resources, and the way that resources are shared among 

God’s people. It’s about earthly and spiritual resources. Earthly resources like 

money and land. Spiritual resources like religious devotion and connection to God. 

I’d argue money and land can be spiritual resources too. Jubilee is a recognition 

that in the natural course of things, as the years go by, the way resources are 

handled needs to change to better reflect how God wants resources to be handled. 

It’s about newness and freedom, about no longer needing to be bound by the chains 

of the past. A big reset, every 50 years. 

I think that’s something we can sure use right now. 

Today is the start of our Stewardship Campaign for next year, the time of 

year when we ask our members and friends to pledge a certain amount of giving to 



the church for the next year. This year you can pledge online at 

lyonsvillechurch.org/pledge, or you can still submit a written pledge.  Church 

members will offer reflections and updates each week. We’re asking for pledges by 

November 15. We’ll celebrate our sharing on November 22 in worship before 

Thanksgiving. Don’t worry though, you don’t have to remember this. Right at 

11am you’ll get a followup letter in your inboxes or dropped in the mail to you, 

inviting you to generous giving. 

It is giving, but it is also sharing. We are a community bound together in 

covenant to share with each other, so that together we can be and do far more than 

we could do on our own. Sharing with one another, building up one another, 

building up this corner of the body of Christ. Sharing our resources. 

You’re going to be hearing the Jubilee number, the number 50 quite a bit in 

the coming weeks. That’s because the Stewardship Team, led by Renee Richel and 

also including Cindi Fiandaca and myself, is challenging the congregation to 

increase giving next year by $50,000. That’s a big goal. It’s a lot to ask. 

Actually now it’s a $_____ ask, because we asked some of our folks 

including myself to pledge early. We’re already [how far] there! Even so, it’s a big 

goal. It’s what some folks call a BHAG: a big, hairy, audacious goal. 

Of course, being a follower of Jesus is a big goal. Being a follower of Jesus 

asks a lot out of us! Jesus who bid fishermen and sex workers alike to leave their 

lives and families behind and follow him. Jesus who expected big things on a fast 

timeline, saying nobody who set their hand to the plow and then turned back was 

fit for the kingdom, telling a would-be follower not to even bury his father before 

becoming Jesus’ disciple. Jesus who said “the hour has come for the Son of Man to 

be glorified.” The hour has come. Here. Now. 

To set our roots deep in that Jesus, that Christ, as the church in Colossae 

[kuh-LOS-eye] was instructed in the letter to the Colossians. These verses are the 



backbone of the Stewardship campaign this year: “Send your roots deep in Christ - 

firmly established in the faith you’ve been taught, and full of thanksgiving.” 

Friends, beloveds in Christ, the hour has come for us to send our roots deep 

in Christ. The time has come for our jubilee, our big reset, for us to handle our 

resources differently than we have in the past. We have over the years accumulated 

and accustomed ourselves to significant budget deficits and the numbers just won’t 

let us do that anymore. That’s not a judgment or condemnation.  Lots of churches 

have rainy day funds that they refuse to use on rainy days, and end up getting wet 

instead of finding a way to get to shelter. Not to put too fine a point on it, that’s 

silly and not particularly evident of trust in God. But the time does come when we 

need to change the way we’ve responded to the stormy weather. 

 One way or another, we need to significantly reduce the deficit next year. 

We’ll get in the weeds during the meeting after worship. COVID brought this day 

faster than we would have expected, impacting income and expenses in several 

ways, leading us to this moment at a time when there’s actually a lot of new and 

good energy in the church. But we do not choose the times in which we live. We 

do choose our response. And if there’s one thing we’ve learned this year it’s that 

amazing ministry can happen even in the hardest of storms. 

So yes, your Stewardship Team has a big ask, a Jubilee ask, a $50,000 ask. 

Especially a big ask given [gesture] all of everything in the world right now. We 

know not everyone is in a place to increase giving and we know all gifts are valued 

by God and by this church. It’s a big ask but truth be told, we can ask for anything 

under the sun. The real question is how that ask will land among us, the one group 

of people in all the world besides perhaps our family and close friends that will 

share money with this church. I’m not going to mince words: I really want us to 

meet or exceed this goal. For one, because the only ways to shrink the deficit in a 

real way are to complete some sort of real estate transaction and to cut my position 



to half-time. If we hold on to the building and don’t increase giving, even half-time 

is probably too much. I like my position as it is, though I’m committed to sticking 

with this church if I at all can. But the bigger reason I want to see this goal met is 

because I believe in who we are and what we’re doing. I don’t want to lose 

momentum. So yes, I believe this is a time to dig deep and invest everything we 

can. I say “we” because I’m digging deep, too.  

You know, all that budget stuff and deficit stuff is important, it is. But truth 

be told we don’t want you to give because it’ll give us nicer numbers to look at. I 

don’t want you to dig deep so that I can avoid a disruption to my income. The 

church doesn’t exist to have nice looking budgets or to give pastors jobs. The 

church exists to, well, “Be the Church.” I listened to the conversation on mission & 

vision that many of you had with Emily Mitchell a few weeks back, here’s what I 

heard. The church exists to share in the fellowship of Jesus Christ, a fellowship that 

upholds each of us in times of joy and sorrow. The church exists to share Jesus 

Christ with the world. The love of Jesus, the hope of Jesus, the fellowship of Jesus, 

the justice of Jesus. A Jesus who isn’t the tool of greedy politicians, a Jesus who 

isn’t an excuse for hatred and oppression, but a Jesus who brings freedom, who 

brings what 1 Timothy calls “the life that really is life.”  

Give because God tells us to, and says when we do we’re building a real 

foundation for the future. Give because even and especially in a global pandemic 

we’ve been both sharing in the fellowship of Jesus, as a church, and sharing the 

fellowship of Jesus with our community. When we pay a rent check, when we 

share stimulus checks, when we get groceries for one another, when we worship 

and pray together, even when we gather for meetings. When we grapple with 

racism, learning not just among ourselves but in connection with members of the 

community seeking to make change.  



At least one of you has been delivering meals on wheels. Another is about to 

start volunteering with The LeaderShop’s program to safely support children with 

remote learning. In both cases because the church connected you to these 

opportunities. I could list all the ways each of you contribute, the ways that we 

share our earthly and spiritual resources with one another and with the world. We’d 

be here all day. 

Dig deep because next year we want to do big stuff: developing a new 

mission and vision statement, and with them redo our website and our presence in 

the online world, significantly improve signage, exploring an agreement with the 

Village of Indian Head Park that would repurpose this building for community use 

and shore up our own presence in this place, continue building connections in our 

community and welcoming new people to the congregation, continuing to support 

one another and our neighbors. To share our earthly and spiritual resources, to 

share in the fellowship of Jesus, and to share the fellowship of Jesus.  

Dig deep because this is the time to invest and not hold back. Not next year, 

not some other time when the “timing is better” or when we’re more comfortable. 

Here, in what the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. called “the fierce urgency of 

now.” The fierce urgency of now, when we and our neighbors struggle with 

isolation and hopelessness, fear and hatred. The fierce urgency of now, where the 

love of Jesus is as real as ever and as needed as ever. “The hour has come,” Jesus 

says, “for the Son of Man to be glorified.” It’s not just about you individually or 

me individually, it’s not just about this institution and its budget. It’s about Jesus, 

and sharing his glory. We can do it, and we will, one way or another. 

Our ancestors in faith may not have made their jubilee happen. But we can 

make our year of Jubilee happen. When we look back on this year, will we 

remember this as the year we heeded the call and changed everything? Or will the 

records show more of the same? 



So yes, the hour has come. And this is a time for us to send our roots deep in 

Christ. Firmly established in the faith we’ve been taught. Full of thanksgiving. 

Amen. 

 


