
© 2003 Hope Publishing Company.  
Streamed with permission. OneLicense.net #A-725633  

 

Lyonsville Congregational United Church of Christ 
November 29, 2020 at 10:00am 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

zoom.us/j/7082461255 or call 312-626-6799. 
The meeting ID is 708 246 1255. The password is 60525. 

 

To manage noise, all participants are muted except for congregational participation. 
 

Gathering Music  
“Brethren, We Have Met to Worship 
arr. Joel Raney 
 
Greeting 
One:  This is the day the Lord has made! 
All:    Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 
Call to Worship & Lighting the Advent Candle 
Lauren, Tom, Henry, and Sarah McSweeney 
 
 Call to Worship 

One:   Let us worship God, who is God forever. 
All: Whose name endures for all generations. 

One: God’s name brings hope to people everywhere. 
All: Praise God, who hears our prayers, whose love endures forever! 

 
 Song – When God is a Child (Stanza 1) 

Hope is a star that shines in the night, 
 leading us on till the morning is bright. 
 When God is a child there’s joy in our song.  
 The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

and none shall be afraid. 
 
Candle Lighting Litany: The Hope Candle 
One: We yearn and we hope. We wait for God’s promises to be fully realized. 
All: So, too, did people for centuries yearn and hope for the Messiah to come. 

One: We light this candle as a sign of hope. We are watching and waiting for God’s  
sign of hope yet to come. 

All: We see this light for what it is – a sign of hope in a suffering world yearning 
for the promise.  

One: In our watching and waiting, we give thanks for the gift of hope. Amen. 
 

Liturgy Adapted from the Rev. Wendy Sherer, © 2020 ClergyStuff 
“When God is a Child” Music © 1987 & Words © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. 
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Opening Song  “The Days Are Surely Coming   
 
The days are surely coming, says God to all the earth, 
when you will see my promise: salvation come to birth. 
My righteousness and justice will spread throughout the land 
and you will be delivered by my almighty hand. 
 
The days are surely coming, says Christ, the promised one, 
when you will read my warning in moon and stars and sun. 
Though earth and heaven tremble, stand up and do not fear, 
for I am your redeemer, and I am drawing near. 
 
The days are surely coming when we will know at last 
the fullness of God’s presence, God’s promise, come to pass. 
Then righteousness and justice will spread throughout the land 
and we will be delivered by God’s almighty hand. 
 
 
 
Passing the Peace 
One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

 
Word for Children                
 
Scripture Reading          Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Mark 13:24-37 
 
The Word in Music         
Diane Marelli and Michael Molloy, Worship Artists 
 
“Comfort, Ye My People” and “Ev’ry Valley Shall Be Exalted” 
from Handel’s Messiah 
 
“Amen” 
Traditional Spiritual, arr. Jack Schrader 
 
“Gabriel’s Message 
arr. David Huntsinger & Dan Goeller  
 
Reflection Song   “People, Look East”   
 
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east: Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
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Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east: Love, the Bird, is on the way. 
 
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east: Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east: Love is on the way. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Stewardship Moment: You Plus Two              Renee Richel, Stewardship Team Leader 
 
Offering our Gifts and Prayers 
 

Invitation 
Text giving: Text the amount you wish to give to 833-701-0309. 
Online Giving: lyonsvillechurch.org/donate 
Mail Giving: Mail contributions to: 6871 Joliet Road, Indian Head Park IL 60525.  

 

Music at the Offertory 
“Hope” – arr. Joel Raney 
 
Doxology  
 

Prayer of Thanks 
 

Announcements 
 
Closing Song   “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
 
God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; 
crown thine ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
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Lo! The hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant our courage, 
For the living of these days, for the living of these days. 
 
Cure thy children’s warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 
Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore.  
Let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore. 
 

Blessing 

 
Postlude 
“The Lord Bless You and Keep You”  
John Rutter 
 


